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HE Deſign of the following Treatiſe; 
is to awaken in the Minds of unthink- _ 
ing Men a ſerious Senſe of Religion,” 
and a true Concern for the Intereſt of 

their immortal Souls. This is an Undertaking” 
o truly commendable in it's ſelf, and at this 
Time ſo ſeaſonable and neceſſary, that 7 hope 
need make no Apology for attempting it, hon 
anequal ſoever I may be for ſuch a Tack. _ 

Whoever reſtects with a due Concern upon that 
gexeral Neglect of God and Religion, which has 
pre ad it ſelf throughout this Nation, and conſi - 
iers with what impatient Eagerneſs Men are bent 
upon purſuing their ſeveral Intereſts in this World, 
(not to mention the unnatural Heats and Animo- 
ſities which are ſprung up among us, and which” 
muſt unavoidably enervate the Force of true Re- 
gion, where they prevail) will eaſily be perſuad- 
d to think, that all Endeavours poſſible ought to 
he uſed to call Men home to themſelves, and to re- 
ind them of conſidering what will be the Condi. 
ion of their Souls in the next World. 
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41 though I am not inſenſ ble, that what 19 
bere offered, has been with much greater Advan 4 
tage inculcated in many of thoſe excellent Di 
courſes that are already extant; yet, when 1 cun- 
ſider how much good has been done by thoſe mall 
Tracts, that have been Printed and Diſpers'd 0 4 
late Years, 1 am encourag'd to hope this lite 1 

Treatiſe may be of ſome Service; at leaſt among 
the meaner Sort, many of whom have not where: 3 

. withal to purchaſe larger Books. | 

̃ have added ſome Prayers at the End of thi, 
Book, not with an Intention to preſcribe to an) 
one, but to aſſiſt thoſe that are not furniſh'd with 
better Helps, as well knowing how important a 
Duty Prayer is, and how highly neceſſary it i 
for every good Chriſtian to be frequent in his Ad- 
dreſſes at the Throne of Grace, . ever hs expects 
the Favour and Love of God, and hopes to find 

Grace to help in time of Need. 

May God of his great Goodneſs give a Bleſſing 
to the weak Endea vours, and make them inſtru 


T H E 


1 GREAT IMPORTANCE 


1 4 


CH AP. I. 


HA muſt 1 do to be 
d? ſaid the Goaler 
to Paul and Silas, wen 
he fell down before them, trem- 

— bling and aſtoniſhd at the mighty 
Power of God, which had open'd the Priſon: 
Doors in ſo miraculous a Manner; and to the 


** 


ſame Effect, (though not with tlhke 
ſame Sincerity) a certain Zawyer is Luke 10. 
ſaid to have ask'd our Saviour, what . 

e muſt do to inherit Eternal Life: But however 
different the, Intentions of theſe two were, in 
making this Inquiry, 't is certain, the Queſtions: 
they ask'd were concerning a Matter of the laſt 
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© Importance, and what the Greateſt as well; as 
F the Meaneſt on Earth is nearly concern'd in: 


' fiderable in the World; but for all this, he ö 


his Time and Pains in heaping up for the Body, [ 


Eternity; nor can the moſt exalted Pleaſures i 
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The Great Importance 


For, as Man conſiſts of two Parts, a Soul and 
Body, it is highly neceſſary for him to know 
what he muſt do, to ſecure the Happineſs of 
both ; without this, he can never be compleatly 
happy; he may perhaps be able, by Diligence 
and Study, to improve in Arts and Sciences, 
to raiſe his Fortune, and to make himſelf con- 


may be ſtill a miſerable and wretched Crea- 
ture: Por ſince the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
wway, and all the Glory and Splendor of it will 
in a ſhort time have an End, how 'deplorable 
muſt the Condition of that Man be, who has 
made no Provifion for Eternity 2 who having 
an immortal-Soul:to take Care of, has ſpent all 


and neglected that other and far better Part of 
himfelf; which is of infinite Worth and Value? 
what ſhall it profit a Man, ſaid our Bleſſed Sa. 

Diour, if he ſhall gain the whole World | 
Mar. 12. and loſe his own Soul] What indeed! 
1 fince Time bears no Proportion to 


of this Life compenſate for endleſs Miſery and 
Torments : And therefore how wretched a | 
Bargain does he make, who purchaſes any Hap- 
pineſs in this World, at the hazard of his own WW 
Soul! Who, fo he may but enjoy the Plea- 
fures of a Sin for a Seaſon, cares not what be- 
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4 Wo them who by patient continu- 3 
rice in well doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour 


WI 
ea- 


be: 


But 


is the Man ſo abandon'd to Folly and Mad- 
Wncſs, as to be content, for the ſake of a ſhort- 
#1iv'd Happinefs, to be Miſerable for ever after- 
Ewards? I wiſh indeed the Charge was wholly 
Groundleſs ! but alas! there are too many 


that make this ſad Choice; not that any one 
chooſes Evil for Evil's ſake, or prefers Miſery. 
before Happineſs, {for a Deſire of Happineſs 


is inſeparable from our Natures) but in the 
Scripture-Account of Things, he is ſaid to 
chooſe Peſtruction, who walks in the Broad 
Way that leads to it: For God has been pleas d 
to ſet before us Life and Death, Deut 20. 
Bleſſing and Curſing ; Rewards on 19. 
the one hand, to encourage our O. | 
bedience; and Punifhments on the other, to 
Wdeter us from Sin: And as he that obeys the 
Commandments of God, chooſes Liſe; fo 
he that tranſgreſſes them, chooſes Death; 
that Death which God has threatned. to the 
Sinner, even Death Eternal; for the wages of 
Sin is Death, and he that chooſes the one, 
(let his Pretenſions to Happineſs be what they 
ill) muſt be ſaid to chooſe the other; be- 
cauſe he knows (at leaſt tis his own Fault if 
e does not) that God will render to : 
very Man according to his Deeds : > 9. 


Eud Immortality, Eternal Life; but unto them 
hat are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
Ss "—— 
Bas « 
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But perhaps ſome will object and ſay, Where 


A. 


fore him, he has determined his Choice to the 


that did not Experience convince us tis often 


4 The Great Importan ce 


but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Idignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man 
that doeth Evil. © = 
I mention this, to ſhew what a wretched 
piece of Folly the Sinner is guilty of (how. 
' wiſe ſoever he may think himſelf, and how MW 
much he may deſpiſe the Sober Part of Man- 
kind) when he firſt enters upon a Life of 
Wickedneſs; for he is then evidencing to all 
the World, that Life and Death being ſet be- 


latter; a Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, 


made, we could hardly think it poſſible for a 
Rational Creature to be ſo blind. O Blefled! 


F c&c God! Haſt thou ſet before us Happineſs and 


« Miſery, Joys unſpeakable and full of Glory 
& on the one hand, and Torments endleſs and 
cc intolerable on the other; haſt thou given us| 
ec the Light of Reaſon to guide us, and ſuper- 
c added that of thy Holy Spirit to illuminate] 
cc and inſtruct us; haſt thou implanted in our 
&«& Natures a Dread and Averfion to Pain and! 
« Miſery, and an inſatiable and never-ceaſing 
cc Thirſt and Deſire after Happineſs ; and 
ce js it poſſible for us, after all this, to be 
& ſo blind and ſenſeleſs, ſuch Enemies to our! 


ce nal Welfare, as to prefer the dark ay 


TY „ many among us, who, notwithſtanding all 
an that thou haſt done for us, will not hearken, 

will not be adviſed, but run headlong into 
1 |<< the ways of Sin and Deſtruction. 18 
his indeed is a melancholy Conſideration; 


ow | and what ſhall we ſay to awaken Men out of this 
an- fatal Lethargy, and to inſpire them with a juſt 
of {8 Senſe of the great Danger they are in, but en- 
al treat them to conſider, that unleſs they repent 
be- they will certainly periſh 2 - For the Wrath be 
the Cod is revealed againſt all Ungodli- , 
ble | eſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men; and z3o,; 5 
ren 8 Frough the times of Ignorance God 
1 ; winked at, yet nom he commandeth all Mun eve- 
Ta where to repent ; becauſe he hath appointed a 
and Da, in the which he will judge the World in 
ory right eonſneſs by that Man whom he hath Ordain- 


ed; whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all Men, 
in that be hath raiſed him from t he Dead —A Day 


er- | when the Sinners wi/ in vain cal to , 16 
ate the Mountains and Rocks, and ſay, For: : 
our! Fall on us, and hide us from the Face wo 
he el bim that ſitteth on the Throne, and from the 
ine wrath of the Lamb : For the great Day of bis 


ow er his come, and who ſhall be e to ſtand? 
ebe Who indeed ſhall be able to ſtand before the 
Face of an incens'd God, and hear that dread- 


ter. from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, pre- 


f al Ny Pared for the Devil and his Angels ? — O! 
5 44 ho can dye with roprlaffing een 1 
too | | Theſe 


any 


of a Religious Li ſe. - 


our ful. Sentence pronounc'd againſt him, Depart 


6 The Great Importance 
Theſe are things of infinite Moment and Con- 
ecrn, and are ſufficient to ſhew us the great 
Neceſſity of living righteouſly, ſoberly, and 
_ godly in this preſent World: But becauſe the 
weightieſt Truths are too apt to be lightly 
paſſed over, I ſhall enlarge à little upon the 
great Importance of a Religious Life; and this 
1 ſhall do, by endeayouring to ſhew theſe Three 
Things. FE 3. we ; 


I. That there is no ſolid Happineſs to be f 
attain'd in this Life, but in the Practice of 
Religion. { 4 


II. That as Religion is the only Thing, that 
can make us happy while we live; ſo there is 
nothing hut a good Life can give us any com- 
fortable Proſpect, when we come to dye. 


III. That a conſcientious Obſervance of the 
Duties of Religion, will not only make us live 
happily, and dye comfortably, but what is 
infinitely beyond this, will moſt certainly be 
rewarded with Eternal Happineſs in the Life 
to come. 3 | | | f 


I. Firſt then, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
That there is no folid Happineſs to be attained in 
this Life, but in the Practice of Religion. | 
It has been a great Artifice of the Devil, to 
poſſeſs the Minds of inconſidering Men with 
an Opinion, that Religion is W | 

| 2 1 = 


of a Religious Life. 7 
il. natur'd Thing; that *tis an Enemy to every 
hing which is pleaſant and chearful, and that 
rhoever engages in the Practice of it, muſt, 
From that inſtant, renounce all the Pleaſures 
he Wand Enjoyments of Life; {but as the Levil is 
he Father of Lies, tis no wonder that he ſets 
very thing before us in a falſe and deceitful 
Light: Ir was by this means he deceiv'd our 
firſt Unhappy Parents, and 'tis by the ſams 
Methods, that he now endeavours to betray 
heir too credulous Poſterity : He is continu- 
ally repreſenting Evil as Good, and Good as E- 
i; putting Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 


at WDarkneſs ; and diſguiſing the Beauty and Come- 
is Wineſs of Religion, by dreſſing it up in a defor- 
m- med and ugly Dreſs 3 and too many ( God 


nows ) frgm ſuch falſe and unjuſt Repreſen- 
Tations, are diſcourag'd from entring upon a 
Religious Courſe of Life. 7 
= But, would Mea be.perſuaded once to make 
he Experiment; would they forſake the hid- 
Wen Paths of Darkneſs, and walk in the Ways 
hat lead to Everlaſting Life, they would ſoon 
ad how groſly they have been Cheated 5 they 
ould quickly be convinc'd, that there is no 
ME leaſure like that of a good Conſcience, no 
eal and ſolid Happineſs, but what reſults from 
e Practice of Virtue and Religion. They 
to Would then bleſs the happy Change they had 
ith Wade, and would not part with their Intereſt 
ſe, N God, for the greateſt Enjoyments this World 

ill- Would give them. : 22 
But 


W, ; 
in |; 
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But "I it may be, it will be Objetted, 
That ſome have made Trial of Religion and. 
yet have found no ſuch Satisfaction therein, in 
as may be concluded from their returning a- A 
gain to their former Courſe of Life. Tis true | 2 
indeed, there are ſome Inſtances (and ſad ones 
they are, God knows) of thoſe, who after | 1 
they have been once enlighten d, and have taſted 
of A Heavenly Gift, and been made Partakers | 
of the Holy Ghoſt, have yet fallen away, and be- Þ 
took themſelves again to a Life of Sin and Fol- 
ly ; but*this has not been owing to a Diſlike of 
Religion, but either to a want of Care, in not 
avoiding the Company which has formerly be- 
tray'd em, or elſe to a Forgetfulneſs, or at leaſt | 

a Neglect of the Vows and Reſolutions they have 
made; or it may be, they have fallen under 
ſome violent Temptations, which they have not 
ſo vigorouſly reſiſted, as they might and ought 
to have done; and beſ des, theſe Inſtances I hope 
are but rare: But then on the other hand, how | 
many are there, who have forſaken the Com- 1 
pany and Converſation of the Wicked, have la- 
mented the Folly and Madneſs of their paſt 
Lives, and from the Slaves of Sin and Satan, i 
become the Servants of God? Theſe will tell | 
you from their own Experience, that they have 


4 


Dr 
; ] 
Dc 


found more true Peace and Satisfaction in one I 's 
ſingle Act of Religion, than ever they met with 5 
in the moſt voluptuous and ſenſual Enjoy ment; We 


* 


that all their paſt finful Pleaſures yield them | : 
| now 


of a Religious Life. 9 


„ow no other Fruits, but thoſe bitter ones of 
d. Shame and Remorſe 3 whereas in Religion 
hey find ſuch a Spring of Comfort continually 
efreſhing their Souls, as they would not part 
Peith for all this World could poflibly give 
hem; which makes them Cry out with Holy 
David, That they had rather be 4 Door- Kee- 
Per in the Houſe of the Lord, one of the meaneſt 
f God's Seryants, hau awell in Tents of Ongod- 
Wes, amidſt the Delights and Pleaſures of fin- 
= Indeed, for a Man to reflect upon the Acti · 
Ins of a well ſpent Life; to conſider that he 
has made God his Friend, and has ſecur'd an 
Intereſt in his Favour, who is the Eternal 
Pource and Fountain of all Good, infinite in 
Fercy and Loving-Kindneſs, as well as in 
Power; not only able, but willing and ready 
Wo help and aſſiſt him in all Difficuſties; a Be- 
Ing to whom he may have Recourſe under all 
W rials and Temptations, under the greateſt 
Falamities and Troubles of Life; and to whom 
e may at all times with Confidence look up, 
being aſſur'd that he has a powerful Interceſ- 
r in Heaven, Jeſus Chriſt the | 
MR ighteous, in whom, as the Apoſtle Col. 1. 14. 
Peaks, we have redemption through | 
ne Blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sins : And 
th Who 75 able to ſave them to the utter 
3 off that come unto God by him, ſce- Heb. 7 25. 
be ever liveth to make Interceſſin 
r them. I fay, for a Man to conſiler theſe 
3 = Thinge, 
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Things, to think that he is anſwering the End | 
of his Creation; that he is doing the Work, | 
For which God ſent him into the World; that 
he is become a Member of Chriſt, a Child 1 3 
Cod, and an Inberitor of the Kingdom of te: 
ven, muſt needs fill bis Mind with 
I Pet. 1. 8. Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, with i 
a Pleaſure and Satisfaction, that is 
ſolid and ſubſtantial, permanent and laſting, 
and which muſt infinitely exceed all thoſe De- 3 
lights that ſenſual Men are ſo fond of. 
But then, on the other hand, for a wicked if 
| Man to conſider, That the Face 1 
Pal. 34. the Lord is againſt them that do Evil, 
And e e that he is of the 4 
Number of thoſe whom God hates and ae 
ſes; that inſtead of working out bis Salvation 
with Fear aud Trembling, as the Apoſtle advi- 
ſes, he is daily heaping up to himſelf wrath 
againſt the Day of wrath; and though (it may 
be) he is now cloathed with Purple and fins 
Linen, and fares ſumptuouſiy every Day 3 though 4 
he may at preſent live in all the Gaiety and 
Splendor, the Pomp and Luxury of a great 
Fortune, yet that there will come a Time, ( and 6 
for ought he knows, it may not be many 6105 
ments off) when he ſhall be ſtript of all his 
Pleaſures and Enjoyments, and want even al 
drop of Water to cool his Tongue, Surely, ſuch ® 
Thoughts as theſe mult ſtrike theSinner through 8 
with Horror and Amaſement, and like Belſba. d 
zar, when he ſaw the Hand writing upon th 
24 


"of a Religious Lit rt 


nd | al, make him tremble, even in the midſt oft 
k, | his greateſt Mirth and Jollity. 1 

at And can a Man, with ſuch Thoughts about 
0 Y im, (and theſe, or ſomething like them will 
oi be ſure to haunt him) be ſaid to be happy? 
ith Are the Gripings of Conſcience, the Terrors of 
ich an angry Judge, and the Vengeance of the Al“ 
t is high), ſuch Things as a Man can be pleas'd 
12, i ith? Alas! The Sinner may flatter Himſelf as 
de- he pleaſes, and think to deceive others, by put» 
ting on an Air of Gaiety and Pleaſantneſs, but 


ved tis certain, he can never Jong be caſy, while he 

of earries about with him a faithful Monitor, tha 
vil, will be continually uphraiding him for his Fol: | 
the 1 7 and Madneſs, repreſenting before his Eyes the 
ſpi⸗Mangers he is expos'd to, and eroſſing him, as 
ion it were, in his Way, when he is in full Purſuit 


vi- of his unlawful Pleaſures: And though he may 
athWe able perhaps ſometimes, to ſilence the Cla- 
2ay MWnours of this troubleſome Companion by meer 


Hint of Noiſe and Extravagance; yet when his 
Paſſions abate, (as they will not always bear 
ro be upon the Stretch) and the Man grows 
Kool, he will find the Upbraidings of his Mind 


andWeturn upon him like an Armed Man, and the 
Ho- Shame and Anguiſh, the Horror and Confuſion, 
his that he will then feel, will infinitely overba · 
n 4 ance all the Satisfactions he has found from his 
uch Paful Pleaſures. I own indeed, this is not the 


ugh Laſe of every Sinner; a Man by a long Courſe 
f Wickedneſs may arrive at fuich ar hardned 
i State as to be Uncapable of any ſentible Im- 
* preſſions; 
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1 $ his Soul may be ſear'd, as it were, 
with an hot Iron, and may be fallen into ſuch a 
deep and fatal Lethargy, as nothing perhaps 1 
mall be able to awaken it, till it comes to fee! 
the very Torments of the-Damn'd : But will 
any one ſay, that this Man is happy, if we con- q 
ſider him only in reſpect to this World, abſtract- 6 
ed from what will be his Lot hereafter ? Are 
there no preſent Evils, beſides the Torments ff 
a guilty Conſcience, that attend a wicked, Life? 
Are not Pains and Aches, Rottenneſs and Diſea- 2 
ſes the natural Effects of Luſt and Intemperance; 
Poverty and Rags, of Pride and Luxury? Does 3 
not Paſſion, and Anger, and Revenge, expoſe 
ſome Men to Fightings and Quarrels? ys 4 
Theft and Murder bring upon others a ſhame-WM 
ful and untimely End. How many Evils are 
there in the World, that are the immediate Ef. : 
fects of Mens Vices „ not only what befal ſome 
particular Perſons and Families, but even whole 3 0 
Kingdoms: From whence come Wars and Fight. 
| ings among you, ſays St. James, come 
Jam. 4- 1. they not hence, even of your Luſts, that. 
war in your Members? And the ſame 
may be ſaid as to many of the Miſeries and Ca . 
lamities that ſome Men labour under from 
whence come they, but from their Luſts and 
Paſſions? And in truth how can it be other 
_ wife, if we conſider what Solomon 1 
Prov. 3. 33. ſays, that the Curſe of the Lord is in 
Chap. 13. the Houſe of the Wicked, and half | 
21. Evil purſnerh Sinners. How cal 
Sn ar 


2 
Ay 
waltz 


1 = 


Wm . 


a Rel: * * 


W thing but Miſery attend him, that has 3 
for his Enemy, and is curſed of him? 

Let us now Conſider, What is the Lot endd- 
Portion of good Men in this World, and whe- 
vill, f Ther the Practice of Religion and Virtue is not 
on- the moſt likely Way that a Man can take to 
&. make himſelf happy here as well as hereafter ? 


e 
a 


5 * / . 
r 
5 — 25. 
cel! 12 
= 24 


Ire 4 olo mon had as much Experience of the Plea- 

. of Wures of the World as ever Man had, and tried 

fe? 1 ps many Ways to make himſelf happy as his- 
ſea · Heart could well deviſe; having, as he ſays of 
ce;Mhinſclf, kept nothing from his Eyes 


that they deſired, nor with-held his Esccleſ. 2. 
deart from an Joy; and yet, when 185 

he came to caſt up the Account, he found this 
Jo be the Sum of it, That all was Vanity and 
$77 x4tion of Spirit: And therefore, when he 
vas to inſtruct his Son in the Ways of true 
appineſs, he adviſes him to- get Wiſdom and 


oes|| * 
oſef 


\ ole Underſtanding; for Wiſdom, ſays he, 
g bt. the principal thing, therefore get Prov. 8 


Viſdom; and with all thy getting get 

12 aderſtanding; and as an 1 ſo 
o do, he tells him in another Place, that 3 
is the Man that findeth wiſdom, | 
rom d the Man that getteth underſtand- Chap. 3. v. 


and g For the merchandize of it is bet. 73: & 
her. er than the merchandize of Silver, and the gain 
mon Verecf than ſine Gold. She is more precious than 


ibies, and all the things thou canſt deſire are 


is 1 
that Pot to be Compares anto her. Lengrh of days 
can | : ll B 3 | are 


— 
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are in her right hand, and in ber left band 
riches and honour ; her ways are ways of 2 
fantneſs, and all her paths are peace. And 
what this Wiſdom and Underſtanding is, So. „ 
lomon tells us in another Place: 
Chap. 9. The fear of the Lord, ſays he, is the 
9 eng beginning of wiſdom, and the know- 
lage of the holy is underſtanding. Or, as it is 
„in Job, Behold the fear of the Lord, 
Jon. 28. that is wiſdom; and to depart from 1 
2 evil is underſtanding. C 
| Here then is the Excellency of Religion, that 
it not only ſecures to us a Reverſion of endl 
FHappineſs, but makes our Lives at preſent eaſy 
and delightful 5 the very Ways of Religion 
are pleaſant, as well as the End.. *Tis true in-l 
deed, Vice has its preſent Pleaſures as well as 
Virtue + but then there is this Difference bel] ® 
tween them, that Sin, though it may yield a 
Preſent Satisfaction to a carnal Mind, yet ith 
leaves a deadly Sting behind it; ſo that all its 
Pleaſures are dearly accounted for, ſince they 
are purchaſed at the Expence of a deal of ſuc 
ceeding Trouble, Shame, and Self. condemna - F: 
tion: Whereas in Religion we find it quite of 
therwiſe; the Pleaſures that ariſe from thence] 
are not only great, but laſting 3 they leave no 
unſavory Reliſh upon the Mind, nol 
a; Bp. e Loathings and Diſlike, nor are at- 
2 5 LAS tended with thoſe Allays that ala 
of Sermons, r d mn ſinful Gratifications 
p. 501. We may talk of Pleaſures and 
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"WW Enjoyments, ſays a Great Man of our 
Church, but no Man ever truly found 
them, till he became acquainted with 
8 God, and was made ſenſible of his Love, 
and Partaker of his Spiritual Favours, and 


Las 
be ities of Life: He that is poſſeſsd of this 
d A eſtimable Jewel, has a Treaſure greater than 
t it l the Riches of the Indies, a Treaſure, which 
| itsMeither the Malice of Devils nor evil Men can 
hey b him of; and fo long as he retains that, (as 
ſuc} may always do, unleſs he is wretchedly 
ma- anting to himſelf ) he can never be truly mi- 
e able. For as a: good: Conſcience gives a 
2nceWelith to all our outward Enjoyments, ſo it 
> noates and takes off the Edge of the ſharpeſt 
no fflictions; and not only enables a Man to 
at- Var up under preſent Evils, but fortifies him 
vays aint the Dread and A pprehenſion of future 
ons ies; it arms a Man with Courage and Reſo- 
andWtion, and gives him ſuch a Firmneſs and Pre- 
En- „„ 1 
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ſ ence of Mind, as makes him able to endureli 4 
the greateſt Shock. The Holy Pſalmiſt tells 

us, That a good Man ſhall not bell 
Plal. 112. afraid of any evil tidings, for his 
7. heart ſtandeth faſt, and believeth 
in the Lord. Yea, though 1 walk, ſays he, 

through the valley of the 7 7 off 
Pal. 25. death, I will fear no evil; for thou 
7 5 art with me, thy rod and "thy /taff® 
comfort me. 


3 


What ſhould he fear, whoſe 
Soul is anchor'd upon the Rock of Ages? He 
Knows, that he is in the Hands of God, who 
is a kind and merciful Father, and is aflured, | 
that all things ſball work together for good toi. 
them that = him. z and therefore he can re- 
joice in God, even in the midſt. of Trouble 
and Affliction, when he conſiders, that his 
Aictions are but for a moment, 

2 Cor. 4 and that, if he makes a right Uſe 
* of them, they will work for him 4 
far more exceeding and eternal weight 0 
lory . 5 
5 See then the Folly and Madneſs of tholh ſer 
pfal. 52.8. Hat take not Cod for their ſtrength. 
23% but: truſt to the multitude of thei op 
riches, and ſtrengthen themſelves in their wick in 
edneſs, and think by theſe Means to ſecure 
themſelves from the Evils of this Life. 
Alas! There are numberleſs Calamities, from in 
which Wealth and Power can never ſhelter us T 
and therefore when a Man lets go his Truſt and; ; 
Confidence in Goa, and takes Sanctuary in thę Por 
Strengtin 
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Werength of his Wickedneſs, he will find Rim: 


N lf miſerably miſtaken 5 for he will ſoon per- 
„ jive, that the Weight of Sin, ſuperadded to 
75 hat of Temporal Evils, is a Burden greater 


han he is able to bear. No; there is no- 
hing can alleviate the Force of worldly Trou- 
les, but a good Life; That makes a Man look 


20> with Confidence to God, and gives him a 
al Pear Proſpett of that Place, where there is ful. 
75 eſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore; And this, 


hough it will not remove the Afflictions which 
od is ſometimes pleas'd for wiſe and good 


ech nds to ſend upon good Men in this Life, jet 
rot will mightily leſſen and enervate the Force 
vi ff them; for how ſtrong a Conſolation muſt 


t be for a good Man, under Bodily Grief and 
Pains, to contemplate a State, whereunto he is 
daſtning, where there ſhall be zo more Sorrow, 
Wo more Pain, and where all Tears ſhall for ever 
e wiped from his Eyes! Or if he is under the 
Preflures of Want and Neceſſity, how mult it 
upport and relieve his ſinking Spirits to conſi- 
Jer, that he has a Father in Heaven, who wi# 
ever leave bim nor forſake him, geb. _ 
owever he may think fit to deprive "Fe 


ckMim of outward Comforts 3 and that there is 


ure o Perſon in the World fo great, fo proſperous, 
happy but that (having a little Patience) he 
oMimſelf ſhall be more ſo ! LY ON TT OO 
5 BF have hitherto confider'd a good Life, Firſt, 
andlſs it fills our Minds with Joy, and Peace, and 
tha omfort, and delivers us from thoſe uneaſy 
Thoughts 


gl 


Thoughts and Reflections, which haunt and 
torment the Sinner: And, Secozdly, as it is 


fully appear, that there is nothing ſo likely ta. 


_ 


1 per, 3- let him reg his tongue from eviii 


that the Practice of Religion is the only Foun 
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Means to ſecure us from thoſe Evils, which ard 
the immediate Effects of Sin and Wickedneſs 0 
and to ſuppart. us under ſuch Afflict ions, as ii 
pleaſes God many times to ſend upon good Menlf 
in this World. I ſhall now conſider it with 
reſpect to ſome other Advantages it has abo 
that of a wicked one; whereby, I hope, it will 
ſecure a Man's Happineſs in this World, as 
ſtrict Obſervance of the Precepts and Duties of 
Religion. 

St. Peter lays it down as an undoubted Truth 


dation of Happineſs in this Life: He that wil 
love Life, ſays he, and ſee good days 

12, 11. and his lips that they ſpeak no gnile] 
let him efchew evil and do good. And to the 
ſame Efckct ſays the Holy Pſalmifi® 

Pal. 34. in the 34th Pſalm; the Reaſon ol 
12, &% which is given by them both, almoſf 
3 Pet. 3. in the very ſame Words; For thi 
22. eyes of the Lord are over the righte\ 
p 1 ous, and bis ears are open unti 
5 *' '* their prayers 3 but the face of thil 
Lord is arainſt them that do evil 
Indeed from that whole Pſalm, as well as man 
others, it is evident, that the Providence off 
God does very much intereſt irſelf in the Card 
aud. Support of good Men in this World; and 


n 
| 
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ang the Holy Pſalmiſt tells us, in another Place, 


s e had found it from his own Obſervat ion; 7 


are ve been young, ſays he, and now am 
ese, and never the righteous Pal. 37. 
Aa, and yet ſaw I never the righteous ng 


ir ſaken, nor his ſeed begging their 
leuhread. As on the contrary 3 I have ſeen, ſays 
tle, the ungodly in great power, and | 
OV ouriſhing like a green Bay-tree : 1 Ver. 36, 
22 by, and lo] he was gone; 1 37+/ 
| Wlought him, but his place could no where be found. 
as he very Memory of him it ſeems was extinct 
ond gone. EY = 
It is certain, that God is a Being of infinite 
Curity and Holineſs ; and as he muſt therefore 
ate Iniquity with the utmoſt Hatred; fo there 
s no doubt, but a ſerious and conſcientious Ob- 
ervance of the Duties of Religion will recom- 
v1Smend a Man to his Favour and Kindneſs z and 
ile FFhough I will not ſay, that never any wicked 
thiEfMan has proſper'd, nor any good Man been re- 
11 uc'd to Straits and Difficulties in this World, 
n oct, lince the Scripture aſſures us, 
no hat Godlineſs has the promiſe of 7 Tim 4. 
th he life, that now is, as well as F 
hte hat which is to come; I think we may certain- 
(ny conclude, That the Practice of Religion is 
thihe moſt likely way a Man can take to thrive 
vilhnd proſper in the World, and to make his 
zan ite comfortable and happy.  _ 
F oi Indeeo, had the Scriptures been ſilent in this 
arch latter, yer the Reaſon and Nature of Things 
and ould have taught us this Truth: For, let any 
_ - | one 
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one conſi * and tell me, whether he that if K 
1 and true in all his Dealings, honeſt an 
fincere in all his Profeſſions, and faithful to b * 
Word and Promiſes ; that is diligent and ing 
duſtrious in his Calling, makes it his conſtanifi 
Rule to do to all Men as he would they ſhoul@ 
do to him, and is ſo far from endeavouring tg 
oyer- reach and defraud his Neighbour, that bf 
flies from every Appearance of ſuch. Eyils, aud 
had rather forego the greateſt Gain, than pur 
chaſe it at the Expence of the leaſt Injuſtice 
I ſay, let any one tell me, whether it is no 
much more probable, that ſuch a one ſhould 
enlarge his Fortune in the World, than he thai 
acts the very Reverſe of all this; that pradtiz 
ſes all the Arts of Cheating and Lying, 0 
Over- reaching and Circumvention, and, ſtoop 
to every thing, how baſe and diſhoneſt ſo everiſ& 
which he thinks will turn to his preſent Profit 
that conſiders not ſo much, how honeſt ai 
upright his Actions are, as how profitable; and 
cares not what his Neighbour ſuffers by hiff 
Injuſtice, fo he himſelf does, but get by it 
Such a one, when he comes to de kuowi 
Cas he will not be able long to conceal him 
ſelf) will certainly loſe his Credit and Rep 
tation; he will become hated, and deſpiſed 
and every one will be afraid to have any Deallf 
ings with him: Whilſt, on the other hand 
the honeſt and upright |] Man (belides the Blel 
fing of God, which he cannot fail of) will bl 
ſure to meet with. the Love and Eſteem of 1 
tha 
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Wat know him; he will have few; if any, 
inWnemics, but many Friends, and thoſe ſome 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, who will be al- 
in hays ready to help and aſſiſt him, and be glad of 
anery Opportunity of promoting his Intereſt 
Ind Happineſs. 
3 2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, and what 
hWives a Reliſh to all our other Enjoyments, is 


an the Religious Man? For will not Tempe- 
ance, Sobriety and Virtue, (Duties which he 
ractiſes) conduce more to à ſound and vigo- 
us Conſtitution of Body, than Surfeiting and 
Prunkenneſs, Luſt and Intemperance; the miſ- 
iievous Effects of which are too viſible to be 
enyd? What Sickneſs and Diſeaſes have ſome 
Wrought upon themſelves meerly by their Ex- 
eſs and Debaucheries 3 Diſeaſes, which have 
Wot terminated with their own Lives, but have 
en entail'd upon their unhappy Poſterity ? 
on is impoſlible it ſhould be otherwiſe, unleſs it 
- hiWould pleaſe God to change the Nature of 
it Whings; for if Men will run into thoſe Exceſ- 
Ws, which inflame and corrupt their Blood, tis 
onder if a Fever or Dropſy, or ſome more 
tal Diſtemper proceeds from ſuch a Diſorder 3 
iſeihhd when a vicious and debauch'd Parent kid 
WF ought Rottenneſs into his own Bones, though 
nch e Children may be free from the Vices of 
Bl:{Weir Father, yet they many times feel the 
11 bWiſchievous Effects of his e all 
eir Lives. 8 
C 3. Again! 


ealth ; and who is more likely to obtain this, 
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3. Again, a chearful and contenited Mind 
E tber great Bleſſing of Life, for without i 2 
nothing in this World can make us nappy c 
and where ſhall a Man obtain this, but in tha 4 * 
Practice of Religion; that will teach him tu 
-refign his Will to God, to ſubmit to all th 
Diſpenſations of his Providence, and to be pal 
tient and eaſy, chearful and ſatisfy'd under every 
Diſappointment and Trouble he meets with 
.as knowing, that God is the ſovereign Diſpoſe 
of all Things; a Being of infinite Goodneſi 
Kindneſs and Love; one that does not willingly 
_ }» Affiie# the Children of Men, but makes ever) 
thing work together for good to them that lou 
him, And how quiet, eaſy, and contented 
muſt ſuch a Man be under all events? He hay 
learn'd with St. Paul, how to abound, and how 1 
want, and as he is not puft up with the one 
ſo neither is he caſt down, when it pleaſes Gol 
d to ſend the other; but goes through the World 
with a chearful, even, and contented Mind, fret 
from all that Inquietude, Impatience and Dif 
content, which a proud, envious, and ambitious 
Man is ſeldom, if ever, free from. 

4. Peace is another great Bleſſing, highly con. 
ducing to the Happineſs of Life , and this is 
what the Religious Man has the juſteſt Claim 
1 John 4, do ;, he conſiders, that zf God 179 
10 11. lr dus, (as to ſend his Son to 1 

| the  propitiation for our ' Kins,) 1 
ought alſo to love one another; and therefore 
WK is an * to no Man, An kind and oblig- 

ing} 
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d geto all; and if any one is ſo unreaſonable, as 
t reward him eri! for good, (as the Pfalmiſt* 
Implains ſome had done to him) yet in Imita- 
on of his bleſſed Saviour, (whoſe Example he 
ntinually ſets before him) be does 
Food to them that hate him, and 


Mat. 5.44: 


e Ways for them that deſpightfully uſe: him and 
er ſecure him. When he is reviled, pet. 2 
h 3 reviles not again, when be fuf- ,, 
oſs be threatens not, but commit» -- 
ef 8452 himſelf ro him that judgeth Righteouſly.*- 


Ne reſolves, as St. Paul adviſes, to 
Wt away al bitterneſs, and wrath, 
anger, and clamour, and evil- ſpeaking... 
ith all Malice; and endeavours after the At- 
Wiameat of that Wiſdom, which is from above, 
hich is fire pure, then peaceable, — _ 981 
Entle and eaſy to be intreated, full 17 
Aero and good Fruits. And this Principle 
Love and Charity, as it renders the Mind 
iet and eaſy, calm and compos d, ſo it makes 
Man, not only happy himſelf, but a Bleſſing 
d Comfort to all about kim; and conſequent- 
attracts the Love and Eſteem and Admirati- 
of thoſe, that ſee and feel the kind and be- 
gn Influences of ſo Divine a Temper. But 
u, on the other hand, the Life of an angry 
d revengeful Man is all over Storm and Tem- 
Wit; he is a Stranger to Peace, and to all the 
ed Fruits and Effects of it, (for where envy 
and Strife is, as the Apoſtle ſeas, {5 
= - | . Jam, 3.16. 
ig. Nere is Confuſion and every evil Work) © * ? a 
= gs > _ bis 


Eph. 4 31. 
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trary to that of the Goſpel? How little can he 
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Mat. 5. 5. he refreſhed, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, 


bur little )yet being enjoy'd in Peace and Quiet 
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his Mind is continually reſtleſs and dei! agi 
tated to and fro with the violent Force of unruhſ 
Paſſions, which lead him on from one Evil to an 

other, and hurry him many times into thoſe thai 
are of a very miſchievous Conſequence. An 
what Miſery and Torment muſt a Man feel 
who is poſſeſs'd with a Spirit ſo directly con 


taſte of the true Happinæſs of Life, whoſe Mind 
is always difordered and out of Tune? He may 
perhaps poſſeſs a great deal of the World, but 
can enjoy very little of it; for what Comfort 
can he find from any thing in this World, wc 
Has no Peace in his own Mind; who is at En 
mity with himfelf, and with almoſt every one 
elſe, and is capable of being put out of Hu 
mour by every trifling croſs Accident ? Is it poſi 
ſible for a Man of ſuch a Temper to be Happy. 
even in the midſt of the greateſt Enjoyments 
No certainly; tis the Meek-fpirited that our 
Saviour has'pronounc'd Bleſſed, and they onljfi 
ſhall inherit the Earth; they half 


n if 37) in the Multitude of Peace, and ſhall 
find a real Comfort in whatever they 
have; which (though it ſhould happen to be 


and with a contented Mind, will undoubtedlff 
yield them a much greater and truer Satisfaction 
than a Man of a contrary Diſpoſition can reap” 
from large Poſſeſſions and * Revenues. lt 
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18 F. I ſhall mention but one Advantage more, 
uh rhich a good Man has above a wicked one, 
an] s to this World, and that is in reſpect of du- 

WS ful and obedient Children; which is allow'd 

Wy all to be a great Bleſſing in it ſelf, and is 
bat, I think, the former has much greater 
Seaſon to expect and hope for, than the latter; 
or if it pleaſes God to bleſs a good Man with 


6 


ind hildren, he begins very early to inftil into 
najWheir tender Minds the Principles of Virtue and 


Religion; he teaches them to remember their 

TYeator in the Days of their Youth, and brings 

Whem up in the Fear and Admonition of the 
ord; he ſets before them the Example of a 


one loly and Religious Life, and endeavours to 
Ju ean them from the Pride and Vanity of the 
of Vorld, and from all thoſe hurtful Luſts and 


WW aſffioos, which tend only to make them Mi- 
Prable both here and hereafter 5-he inſtructs 
ji em in that Knowledge, which is uſeful and | 


ou 
nu rofitable, which will give them a right Un- 
erſtanding of themſelves and of their Duty, 


d make them wiſe unto Salvation; and when 


alle Grace of God co- operates with theſe Eu- 
hel eavours, (as it will not fail to do) what 
be omfortable Hopes may not ſuch a Parent en- 
jet ertain of reaping the happy Fruits of all his 


Fabours? Inſtead of looking upon his Chili - 
en with Grief and Trouble, and having his 
Prey Hairs, by their Means, brought down- 
- With Sorrow to the Grave; how much rather 
ay he expect to behold them with Pleaſure- 
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and Sen, when he ſees them as ſo many 
Olive. Branches round about his Table, F ruirfulf 
in every good Work, and increaſing in the 5 
Knowledge and Love of God? dt 
There is no one, I believe, but will allow # 
that this is the moſt likely Way a Man cant 
take to be happy in his Children; and though 
it ſhould happen not to prove effectual, (fo 
Succeſs is not in our own Power) yet this he = 
may be ſure of that his pious and ſincere En 
deavours to train up his Children in a ſeberi 
honeſt, and religious Manner, will certaingf 
recommend him to the Favour and Love off 
God, as is manifeſt from the great Regard 
God expreſs'd for Abraham, on this very Ac 
Ger. 18. Count, And the Lord ſaid, ſhall % 
"37 18,19. hide from Abraham that thing which 
N 1 do; ſeeing that Abraham ſhall 
farely become a great and mighty Nation, ani 
all the Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed i 
Him? For I know him, that he will commani 
his Children and his Houſhold after him, and 
rt they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to do Fuſi 
tice and Judgment , that the Lord may bring 
#pon Abraham that which he hath ſpoken, oj 
bim. | 
This is a great Encouragement to Parents 

to be very careful in the 3 of their 
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anjfWeainſit the Day of Trouble, if it ſhould ever 
tful me upon them, I mean, if it ſhould pleaſe 
tha od, that they ſhould live to fee their Chil- 
Nen wicked and miſerable, notwithſtanding all 
ode Endeavours they have us'd to make them 


0 
9 


carnftherwiſe they will then have the Comfort 
ugh conſider, that they are clear from the Guile 
( forfWf their Childrens Sins ; they will then be free 
s hom thoſe bitter Reflections that a wicked 
EnWan muſt make, who ſees his Children ruin'd 
bernd undone by thoſe Vices and Follies, which 
ih is Example has taught them, or his Care- 
2 ofMſneſs and Neglect ſuffered them to fall into; 
ard — bitter Reflections, I ſay, to be ſure 
Ac hey muſt be, that ſuch a one wi make, when 
2e confiders, that he has his Childrens Sins as 
hick@ell as his own to account for, and applies to 
halimſelf (as he may juſtly do) thoſe dreadful 
an ords, which God ſpake to the Prophet 
ui zeliel, when I ſay unto the Wicked, 3 
anon ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou giveſt Fzek. 3. 

ann not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 

Ju e wicked from his wicked way to ſave his Life: 
vi be [ame wicked Man ſhall dye in his Iniguity; 
2 e his Blood will 1 require at thy Hands. 
terrible Words of moſt juſt Judgment! How 
ats eadful muſt they ſound in the Ears of a wick- 
eit Parent, whoſe Children have periſhed 
jeir rough his Fault! : 


are 1 have now conſidered ſome of thoſe Duties 
nich Religion obliges us to, and endeayour'd 
| to 
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to ſhew how conducive they are to our TemW 
poral Happineſs; by which I hope it ſufficiſ 
ently appears, how much good Men have th 
Advantage of the wicked, even as to this World 
And here I cannot but take Notice of the won 
derful Love of God to Mankind, in that toll 
encourage our Obedience to his Laws, he hal 
annex'd a preſent as well as future Reward rol 
a good Life, and has ſo interwoven our Duty 
and Happineſs together, that while we are dil 
charging our Obligations to the one, we are 
at the ſame Time making Proviſion for the 
other. „ | 
How much then do they derogate from the 
Honour of God, who repreſent Religion aq 
an unprofitable and unpleaſant Task ! When 
tis plain to any Man, that conſiders thing 
rightly, and is not under the Prejudice of hi 
Luſts and Paſſions, that the great Deſign offi 
Religion is to make us happy here as well i. 
hereafter 5 and would all Men live up to the 
Rules and Precepts of it, we ſhould find this 
World a kind of Heaven upon Earth. 
Had the Practice of our Duty been never {om 
irkſom and uneafy, and had nothing but Trou 
ble and Miſery been the Lot of good Men inf 
this World, yet when we conſider, that this 
Life will ſhortly have an End, and that there ii 
an Eternal weight of Glory reſerv'd in Heaven 
for thoſe that truly love and ſerve God; what 
wiſe Man but would prefer the rugged Paths off 
Virtue and Religion, which he knows will 
5 ſhorty - 


1 
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emWortly lead him into an Eternity of Bliſs and 
ticiffWappineſs, before the ways of Sin and Wick 
 theWneſs, (how pleaſant. ſoever he might find 
rid hem) where he is in Danger every Moment 
von falling into the Pit of Deſtruction, and which, 
t toe is ſure, will in a little Time bring him into 
hi Place of endleſs Miſery and Torment! 
d t But, as this is not the Caſe ; fince there Is 
ut othing in Religion, but what tends to make 
dir Lives eaſy, chear ful and contented; no- 
arWing but what is ſvitable to our Natures, and 
thiWpreeable to the Dictates of right Reaſon ; no- 
ing, but what will ennoble our Minds, en- 


thiſWrze our Underſtandings, and inſpire us with 
n «4 generous Principle of univerſal Love, and 
henf@baricy, and good Will to Mankind; in ſhort, 


Wnce the Commands of God are not grievons ; 
hit his Tote is eaſy, and bis Burden light, it 
HNanifeſtly follows, that as a good Lite is the 


1 «Migheſt Wiſdom; ſo a wicked one is the Ex- 
thiWemity of - Folly and Madneſs. 


THE 


GREAT IPORTAN CA 
O F A ; 


N the foregoing Chapter, I have 
S222 endeavoured to ſhew, that Virtue 
and Religion is the only ſolid} 
Foundation of Happineſs ia this 
World; the only Thing that can 
make us paſs the Time of our Pilgrimage here 
on Earth with any tolerable Eaſe and Comfort: 
I ſhall now proceed, in the next Place, to con- 
fider the great Advantage of a good Life, from 
that comfortable Proſpect it gives us when we 
r | 

And this is an Advantage peculiar to Virtueſ 
and Religion, and what a Life of Sin and 
Wickedneſs never pretended to; the moſt, 
which that promiſes its Votaries, is f 

| 1 their 
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90 heir Senſes for while; it gives them no Hopes 
d eyond the Grave, nor aims at any thing l far- 
Ayer than aſhort-liv'd Happineſs ; whereas Re- 
aion diſcovers to us a Scene of endlefs Bliſs 
Ind Joy; and while it teaches us to remember, 
hat we have no abiding City here, and that it 
appointed for all Men once to dye; it does, at 
he ſame time, give us a Proſpect of that Hea- 
enly Jeruſalem, where the Righteous ſhall 
hine as the Stars in the Firmament, and ſhall 
ive for ever in the Preſence of God; in that 
ulneſs of Jay, whichi is at his right hand for ever- 
Ore, © : 
[t muſt indeed be own'd, that Death is the | 
rreat King of Terrors; that the Diſſolution of 
zoul and Body, and the Thoughts of becom- 
ng a Prey to the devouring Worms, carries 
n it ſomething very ſhocking to Human Na- 
Wure ; yet to a good Man, Death appears in a 
Wuite different View; he Conſiders, that to 
ave this World, is only to quit a Place of 
rouble and Vexation, of Vanity and Empti- 
ess; it is to leave 4 barren and dry Wilder- 
. where 0 water is, for the delightful 
egions of Bliſs and Happineſs, where there 
re Rivers of Pleaſures, and a never-ceafing 
pring of endleſs Comfort : He Confiders, I 
y, that though his earthly Taber- . Cor. 3. 
tueſhacle is diſſolved, yet he has a build- 1 4 
and g of God, 4 Houſe not made with 
olt, Mands, eternal in the Heavens, He is aſſu rd | 
— with 
eit LE 
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, with Job, that his Redeemer lived *+. 
Job. 19. and that he ſhall ſtand at the latte 
5 26, 27. day upon Earth; and though  afte it 
his 71 worms deſtroy his Body, _ in bi 
flefh he ſhall ſee God, whom be ſhall ſee fu 
himſelf, and his Eyes "ſhall behold him and a 
another, 

This is what Religion promiſes to then 
who by patient continuance in well doing, ſeck ful 

Glory and Honour and Immortality; and it i 
the Hopes and Expectations of this, that fort 
fies the Mind of a good Chriſtian, and gives hin 
a Courage and Reſolution, which even Death 
it ſelf ſhall not be able to ſhake. _ ; 

It was this that gave Holy David ſuch 
Firmneſs of Mind, as made him ſay 

Pſal. 23. Though 1 walk through the Val 
++ F the ſhadow of Death, I will fea) 

10 evil, for thou art with me, th Rod an 
thy Staff they comfort me. He had made G0 

his Portion, his Hope and his Truſt : 27 

Tord, ſays he, is my ſtoney Rock 

Pal. 18. and my Defence, my Saviour, my 
wo God, and my Might, in whom I wil 
truſt, my Buckler, the Horn alſo of my Sal 
vation. And though we find him ſometime 

complaining, that the Sorrows of Death had 

compaſſed him, and the Overflowings of Ungolyy 1 
lineſs made him afraid; that the Pains off 
Hell came about him, and the. Snares of Death; 
over8ook him; yet the great Confidence he had 

in the Goodnels and Love of God, and 7 

rim 


ES 
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Firm Belief of a better Life after this, over- 
came all his Fears. 7 had fainted, A 
Says he, but that I verily believe, to Pal. 27. 
ze the Goodneſs of the Lord in the © 
Land of the Living. by 15 | 8 
Religion has been the Support of good Men 
in all Ages; it is certain, whoever leans upon 


em ny thing elſe, will find, that he truſts to a 
© ful broken Reed, which will ſink under him ; 
1 here is nothing (as T have obſerv'd in the for- 


mer Chapter) but the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience, and the Hopes of the Favour and 
Love of God, that is able to bear a Man up 
under the Weight and Preflure of 'any great 


hYFCalamity 3 much leſs will any thing elſe be 
lo Wufficient at the Hour of Death: For then we 
75 mall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures and Enjoy- 


ments of this World, of all thoſe things, 


<4 Swherein we ate now apt to place fo great a 
Confidence; and unleſs we are fortify'd with 
She Shield of Faith, and the Breaſt plate of 
ack, Righteouſneſs 3 unleſs we have put on the 
Lord Jeſus, and are Cloathed with the Robes 
= of Righteouſneſs, we ſhall be left naked and 


defenceleſs, to encounter Death with all its 
errors: The Sinner, however he may now 
ru in the Multitude of his Riches, and 
rengtben hintſelf in his Wickedneſs, muſt 
then let go all his Dependencies, and deſcend 
into the Regions of Darkneſs without Hope, 
and (what is yet more Terrible) with dread- 
ful Expetations. Of what infinite „ | 
| D 5 an 


% 
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and Importance is it then to us all, ſo to live 
that when the time appointed for our great 
Change ſhall come, we may meet Death without 
Fear and Aſtoniſhment, and with an humble 
Confidence may look up to God, in an affuredii 
Hope of his Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus ! 

A good Life is the ſure Pledge of a happyl 
Death; as it fills our Minds with Joy and Sa- 
tisfaction, while we live, far ſurpaſſing all thei 
Pleaſures of Senſual Enjoymentsz fo, when 
we come to dye, it gives us that Peace of God, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding. When a Man 
In his laſt Hour, can look back upen a Life 
well ſpent, and with King Hezekiah can 5 
144. 38. 3. Remember now, O Lord, I beſeecb 

2 thee, hom 1 have walked before 
thee, in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and 
haue done that which is good in thy Sight, what 
an unſpeakable Satisfaction muſt it be to him? 
How mild and calm will Death then appear, 
and with how little Concern will he receive] 
its Summons! With what Chearfulneſs willl 
he then take Leave of this World, and all that 
was dear to him in it, and how contentedly 
will he quit his earthly Tabernacle, when hey 
conſiders, that he's to exchange it for a Build. 
ing of God, a Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens ! 1 ſay, what an un- 
ſpeakable Comfort muſt it be to a Dy ing Man, 

when he is entring into the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, to have before him a bright Froſhett i 
of Life and Glory; to fiad the Light © God's | 
ounte- 


1 
f 


© 
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ve, Wountenance ſhining upon his Mind, and the 
il domforts of his holy Spirit chearing and re- 
out 


WT cſhing his Soul; to look up to God with an 
Numble Confidence, and with a well grounded 
Hope of his Mercy in Chrift Jeſus, to reſign 
is Soul into his Maker's Hands, nottring doubt- 


pil g, but that his heavenly Father, whom he has 
4-Mithfully ſerv'd in this World, will take Care 
Oo f him and reward him in the next? O! How 

n 


ar more happy muſt the Death of ſuch a one 
e, than the moſt envied State of the greateſt 
Mortal > Who would not wiſh with Zalaam to 
Wye the Death of the Rigbteous, and that his laſt. 
nd might be like bis? Eſpecially, + 
If we conſider in the next Place, the miſe- 
able Condition of a wicked Man, when he 
Womes to Dye: But how ſhall I deſcribe the 
WM zonies and Convulſions of Mind, that a de- 
Hairing Sinner labours under in his laſt Hour!“ 
WV ho can expreſs the Thouſandth Part of the 
W ngvit and Torment that he feels, who is un- 
Wer the Ferrors of Death and Damnation ! The 


nat BF irit of 4 Man, ſays Solomon, can bear its In- 
ily Wr mities, but à wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
Fo he moſt exquifite Pains and Torments of the 


WBody, are nothing comparable to what a dying 
Winner feels, from the Laſhes of his guilty Con- 
Fience: With what Shame and Confuſion does 
Ne then look back upon the Actions of his paſt 
Fife! How does he tremble, ard ſtand amaz d 
t the Sight of thoſe Sins, which were once the 
Wariing Object of his guilty Deſires z and what 
_ D 2 | an 
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condemn himſelf, when he confiders, that hel 


lent Purpoſes ; that he has neglected the great 
and important Work of his Salvation, and in- 


—_—_——— UAE gs. eee ere. 
— * 
- - — — 


what a dreadful Concern will he then be under 


* A Tbs 5 
een, CATS, 
2 —_— i! 


an horrible Dread oyerwhelms his Mind, when : 
he Conſiders, that he is entring upon that un 
changeable State, from which he knows wer 
is no Redemption; that he is going to give an 
Account of a Life, which he cannot think upon 
without Horror and Aſtoniſhment, and for 
which he is juſtly afraid he ſhall be condemn'ﬆ 
to endleſs Miſery and Torments! How does hel 


has ſpent that Time wickedly and inſignificants 
ly; which was given him for noble and excel 


ſtead of ſecuring to himſeif an Intereſt in the 
Love and Favour of God, by a Life of Virtue 
and Religion, has livd in a direct Contradidis 
on to his Will, in the Defiance of his Laws, and 
in heaping up to himſelf a huge Load of Guilt 
which he now finds ready to cruſh him with 
its intolerable Weight! 

But let us ſuppoſe the Life of a dying Perſot 
not to have been ſo flagrant and vicious, as tt 
fill his Mind with ſuch black and deſpairing 
Thoughts; yet, if upon the Review of it ii 
his laſt Hour, he finds in it ſuch a Mixture d 
Good and Evil, that he is in great Doubts ang 
Perplexities concerning his eternal Welfare,how 
fad and diſconſalate muſt his Condition be, an 


when he conſiders, that he is leaving this World 
and going he knows not whither $ that he is jul 
_ocaiog out into the boundleſs Ocean of Etelſ 

nit 


. 
4 
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henfWity, and knows nor, but the Moment he does 
un. p, his Veſſel may be torn and Shipwrackt, and 
jereli@e for ever driven to and fro upon the raging. 

= aves.of Fire and Brimſtone! It is, without 


il Queſtion, a moſt uncomfortable Thing, to 


Fd e doubtful of a Matter, of which it ſo nearly 
ind Noncerns us to have ſome reaſonable Aſſurance. 
be O! that Men would be perſuaded ſeriouſly 


> think of theſe Things 5 that they would be 
riſe, and conſider their latter End, * 
nd as the Pſalmiſt adviſes, would Deut. 32. 
ep Innocency, and take heed to tee? 

in ing that 75s right, for that, and Pfal. 37. 
the hat only, ſpall bring a Man Peace 13862 1 
rtue e the laſt. It is certain, however ſome may 
liaihhatter themſelves, there is no leaving this World 
and ith any tolerable Comfort, unleſs our Lives 
uilt Wave been ſuch, as through the Merey of God, 
witihd the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, we may reafon- 
bly hope, that we are of the Number of 
ofe whom our great Judge ſhall at the laſt Day. 
ronounce Bleſſed: But now, how cam any one, 
hoſe Life has been a direct Contradiction to 
ae Will of God, entertain ſuch Hopes! For 
ough he ſhould perhaps, when he ſees Death 
pproaching, lament and bewail the Folly of 
is paſt Life, and with ſtrong Crying and Fears 
ſolve upon a new Courſe of Life, if it ſnould 
eaſe God to ſpare him; yet ſince the Goſpel 
orlds no where aflur'd us, that God will accept 
s jul 4 Death Bed Repentance, or be reconciFd' 
Eten a Sinner, who, after he has lived. a wicked 
nity EEE... A and 
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and carelefs Life, and been deaf to all the Cali 
and Invitations of the Holy Spirit, the Threat 
nings of the Gofpel, and the Checks of hifi 
own Conſcience, ſhall at the laſt, when he it F 
able to gratify his Luſts no longer,” and begin 
to fear the ſad Demerit of his Sins, Cry ou 
for Mercy, and wiſh, that he had been Wi 
in Time; I ſay, fince God has no where re 
veal'd it to us, that he will accept of any Re 
pentance which is not followed with a fincerg 
Obedience; and ſince it is impoffible for a dy 
ing Sinner to bring forth ſuch Fruits of Repen 
tance, how uncomfortable muſt the Hopes be 
hat are built upon ſo uncertain a Foundation 
Lis true indeed, this is all that a Sinner can 
do when he comes to dye; and it would bg 
well for his own ſake, and for the ſake of hif 
forrowful Friends and Relations, that he would 
do thus much, and not go out of the World 
hardned and unrepenting; (for who knows how 
far infinite Mercy may be extended?) But| 
ſurely, it muſt be allow'd to be the higheſt Pitch 
of Folly and Madneſs, to venture a Matter 0 
fuck vaſt Importance upon fo uncertain an 
fue ; upon a few broken, confuſed, and almoi 
deſpairing Sighs and Groans; for if the ain 
Agonies and Horrours, the folemn Vows and 
Reſolutions of ſuch Men ſhould not prove 8 
true godly Sorrow, 4 Repentance to Saluatinf 
xot to be repented of, (as no Man living can ſa 
they certainly will) they are loſt and undone tl 
un 81 | 
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al But ſuppoſe we could be aſſur d, that a Deaths 
eatWcd Repentance would be Effectual; yet who 
hin tell, whether a Man may have Time for that 
e Vork, when he comes to Dye? Or, if he could 
ginge certain, that a lingring Sickneſs wou'd put 
outen End to his Days; yet, how does he know, 
Vic hat God will then vouchſafe him the Grace of 
re RNepentance; and without that it is impoſſible 
Rede ſhould repent | O! how much ra- 
cerWher may ſuch a one fear, left God ſhould be fo 
dyWrovok'd, by the many wilful Refuſals of his 
Holy Spirit, as to cut ſhort his Day of Grace, 
nd to deliver him over to a hardned and re- 
robate Mind | 2 FF * 
he Scriptures affure us, there is a Time 
hen Men ſhall call upon God, and he will not 


bi learken. Becauſe, ſays God, I haue 
uli ed, and ye Refuſed; 7 have ftretch- Prov. 1. 
orli out my Hand, and no Man regard- a0 
0%. But ye have ſet at naught all my Counſel, 


ut) 
tek 
0 


ind would none of my Reproof, 1 alſo will laugh 
t your Calamity, I will mock when our Fear 
ometh ; when your Fear cometh as Deſolation, 
nd your Deſtruction cometh as a Whirlwind $ 

nol hen Difreſs and Anguiſh cometh upon you, Then 
ing 22 they Call upon me, but I will not Anſwer x 

an bey ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me: 

e Hor that they hated Knowledge, and did not 

tin hoo ſe the Fear of the Lord. They would none of 
fan» Counſel; they deſpiſed all my Reproof z there- 

e to ore ſpall they eat of the Fruit of their own ny, 
HE 
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Death; 10 laugh at their Calamity, and to mock 
when their Fear cometh ! 


in Health and Strength; in the Prime and Vig 


es, nor any Thing elſe that Men are now ſo fond 


Reprieve, or afford you one comfortable 
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and be filled with their own Devices, The Eu 
of the Long · ſuffering and Forbearance of God 

is to lead Men to Repentance z buff 
Rom. 2. if, inſtead of that, it only hardead 3 
4: them i in their Sins, and makes them 
reſol ve to go on in their wicked Courſes,intendf 
ing to repent when they come to Dye; hoy 
juſt may it be with God then, to leave then 
under all the Terrors and Agonies of a fearfulf 


0 Conſider this, all ye that forget God, left 
be pluck ye away, and there be none to deliver yes 
conſider it in due Time, and be perſuaded ti 
ſet about the great Work of your Salvation 
to Day, while it is called to Day, before A | 
Night cometh, when no Man can work : Re. 
member, that though it may be you are — 


gour of your Years ; ſurrounded with the Plea 
ſures of a great and ſplendid Fortune; yet that} 
Death will quickly overtake you, and that no- 
thing will then ſtand you in any ſtead but al 
good Conſcience ; neither Honours, nor Rich- 


of, will then be able to give you one Moment's| 


Thought; nothing will be then Regarded but 
the Conſciouſneſs of having in ſome Meaſurel 

anſwered the Ends for which God ſent you in-| 
to the World; of her kept 4 good Conſct- 
ence; 


— 
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Ene, willing in all things to live Honeſtly 5 of has 
zo 8 liv'd in the Fear and Love of God, and 
bu Simplicity and godly Sincerity, had your con- 
dea r/ation in this World. 05 tg Rb 

nem jt was this that made St. Paul defire to be 


end ved, and to be with Chriſt 5 for he had 
how ght a good Fight, and finiſhed his 2 
7. urſe, and kept the Faith, and there - 2 Tim. 4. 


re could ſay with great Aſſurance, A 
hen the Time of his departure was at hand, that 
Pere was laid up for him a Crown of Righteouſ- 
I, which the Lord, the Righteous Fudge ſhould 


Rock 


re him at that Day. And it was this, that 
] to] nade a late pious * Divine of out 
jon hurch, when he was near his Death, Ir Ket- 
* tter theſe remarkable Expreſſions. F 
— I am entring upon my laſt La- fe iu Ji 


bour, the Lord gave, and he is foe Diſ- 
now taking away, bleſſed be the courſes, 
LName of the Lord; for I thank PH 
my God, I am going without ee "gt 
any Diſtruſt, without the leaſt ONT 
Miſgiving to a Place of Reſt, and Joy, and 
everlaſting Bliſs. There is no Life like a 
happy Death. I have Endeavoured, even 
from my Youth, to approve my ſelf a faith 
ful Servant to my Great Maſter : I have taken 
& ſome Pains in writing ſeveral Books; F have. 
W ſcriouſly conſider'd them, and am fully Satif- 
filed (looking on thoſe about him) that you may 
nd in them the Way to Heaven; the — 
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ce tian Duties contain'd therein have been m 
& Practice, as well as Study, and now I find the 
& Advantage of it, and therefore be careful ti 
ce read them often and ſerioufly, and live ſuits 
ce able thereunto, that when you come to they 
ce Condition I am now in, you may dye witli 
„ Comfort, as you ſee me do: I have ſome lit 
& tle Pain indeed; but my Pain is nothing of 
« extraordinary 2 my Hopes; for I have carl 
cc neſtly repented of all my Sins, and verily beſ 
ce lieye, that through the tender Mercies of m | 
& God, and the Merits of my blefled Saviour 
cc Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall be carried up into Abr 
« ham's Boſom. After which, it is ſaid, hel 
& made this ſhort Prayer. I wait, O God, forſ 
cc that everlaſting Reſt, which I want at pre- 
ec ſent, but ſhall not long; 3 I am ready, when 
ce thou, my God, calleſt for me, yet can ſtayſi 
« with Patience till thou pleaſeſt ; for thy Time 
cc js the beſt Time, and thy Pleaſure the beltf 
6 Pleaſure. 

See here the End of a Righteous Man ; how 
calm, how ſerene and comfortable is his Death! 
Is there any thing like this in the Caſe of a 
Wicked Man when he comes to Dye l. Alas! 
No; if you behold ſuch a one in his laſt Ex- 
tremity, (unleſs he dyes hardned and impeni-| 
tent) you will hear little elſe but bitter Reflec- 
tions, ſad Bewailings, wretched Upbraidings| 
of himſelf for the Folly and Madneſs of his} 
paſt Life 3 and theſe ending in deſpairing Sighs| 

pt 


«HS 


oY 
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nd Groans, black and dreadful to himſelf, FER 
25 terrible to all about him. - May God, 
tor his infinite Mercy, keep every one from ſuch 
= dreadful Hour; and teach us al ſo to number 
„Days, as to apply our Hearts unto true Wiſe 
om, that Wiſdom which will make us wiſe un- 
o Salvation, and fill our Minds with Comfort 
nd Satisfaction, while we live; and, what is 
f infinite more Value, give us, when we come 
Wo dye, that Peace of God which paſſeth all Un- 
Werſt anding, rang Feſus ON: our Lord, 
men. 
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| Tt 
itherto I have Conſider d the Ady d. 
tages of Religion, as they reſp 
only our Well-being in this Worl ®! 

and our going comfortably out Nec 

it: But, as there are Advantages attending 
good Life, infinitely beyond all that has be fit 
mentioned, Namely, that it will intitle us tk 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light; I tk 
endeavour to ſhew, in the laſt Place, that th 
ſerious and conſcientious Obſervance of ti #: 
Duties of Religion, will moſt certainly be #7 
warded with eternal Happineſs in the Life ſy 
come. vis Wu 
And here I ſhall not preſume ſo much, as tt 
Aim at a Deſcription of that exceeding weight ® 


* 


of Glory, which God has reſerved for them 
F rhat truly love him: In the Scripture, indeed, 
the Glories of the other World are repreſent- 
ed to us, in Condeſcention to our weak Capa- 
ities, as 4 Kingdom, and a Crown, an Eternal 
Kingdom, and à never-fading Grown ; but the 
State of the other World is a State ſo unknown 
to us, and ſo much above our imperfect Con- 
Neeptions, that we ſhall never be able fully to 
comprehend it, till we arrive at the actual En- 
Joy ment of it; for though we know, that we 
ſhall there ſee God, and that the Bleſſed Jeſus 
who loud us, and gave himſelf for us; and ſhall 
enjoy him who is the Source and Fountain of 
all Good; that we ſhall there converſe with 
Saints and Angels, and for ever be ſinging An- 
Tthems of Praiſe to our great Creator and Re- 
deemer; yet how great the Pleaſure of this 
will be, and with what Extaſies and Raptures 
our Souls ſhall then break forth, when they 
come to taſte of that fulneſs of Joy, which is iu 
the preſence of God for evermore, is what our 
faite Underſtandings cannot poſſibly reach to 
the Knowledge of: This we may reſt affur'd of, 
that the Things which God has reſery'd for 
them that-loye him, are ſuch, as neither Eye 
has ſeen, nor. Ear heard, neither has it entered 
into the Heart of Man to conceive; and this is 
ſufficient for us at preſent, and as much as we 
need to know Toncerning this Matter; and 
therefore all curious Enquiries into the Nature 
of the Happineſs of the next Life, will be of 
| 8 E little 


4. 
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Hittle uſe to us now; they may fill our Heads 
with fine Speculations, but will ſignify little to 
direct our Practice: What we are more con- 
cern'd to know, is, that our ſincere Obedience 
to God's Commandments will certainly be re. 
warded with Eternal Life and Happineſs ; this 
indeed, is a Matter of great Importance to us, 
| to be well aflur'd of; for, (as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks) F in this Life only 
we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all Aen mot 
Miſerable. „ 8 : 
There are not wanting Tome indeed, that 
would have us believe, that we Dye like the 
Beaſts that periſh, and that, when we leave 
this World, there is an End of us: But theſef 
upon Inquiry, 1 believe, will be always found 
to be ſuch, who firſt Live, as if there was nol 
God, and then endeayour to perſuade them- 
ſelves and others, that there really is none; 
ſo that inſtead of regulating their Practice by 
their Faith, they do moſt prepoſterouſly ſquare 
their Faith by their Manners : I ſhall not con- 7 
cern my ſelf, at preſent, with theſe Men, my 
Deſign being chiefly for the ſake of thoſe, who 
believe the Chriſtian Religion, and the Reve- 
iations.of God's Will in the Holy Scriptures; 
and ſurely to ſuch it can be no Doubt, but 
that in thoſe Sacred Writings we have Eter- 
val Life, and that the Performance of Gods 
Commandments is the certain Condition of ob: | 
Taining it. ; e 


1Cor. 15.19. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, natural Religion will teach us, not 
nly that God is, but that he is 4 Rewarder of 


bem that diligently ſeek- Him : But it has pleaſed 
Hod, of his great Goodheſs, not to leave us 


1 o the Light of Nature to; find out this impor- 
his ant Truth; the Rewards of another Life are 
us fully and clearly reveal'd in the Writings of 
the ur Saviour and his Apoſttes 3-and the Way to 
hl dbtain them is there ſo plainly laid down, that 


here is no Room for any Doubt or Uncer- 
Tainty about that Matter. Whatever dark or 
Imperfect Notions the Jews, as well as Gentiles, 
ad of a future State, tis certain, that Life 
and Immortality is nom brought to Light by the 
oſpel 5 and we may reſt-aflur'd, that thoughs- 
hen we dye we ſhall be laid in the cold Cham- 
Pers of the Grave, and there become the Food 
f Worms; and-moulder into Duſt and Rot- 

enneſs; yet it will not be long ere 
bis Corruptible ſhall put on Incorrup- I Cor. 1 1 


— ion, and this Mortal ſhall put on . 
on. nmortality. For God hath appoint- ; 

Ne Acts 1 7. * 
my 4 a Day, in the which he will judge 31. 


e world in Righteouſneſs, by that 


1 an whom he has ordained; whereof | he hath 
es en Aſſurance unto all Men, in that he has 
ut Wi -i/ed him from the Dead. A _ wherein 


pe muſt all appear before the Judg 

nent ſeat of Chriſt, thas every one 2 Cor. * 
ay receive the things done in his Bo. 10. 

Y, according to that he bath done, 
net her it be good or bad. And then all that 
E 2 are 


8 The Er ear In py anc e 


' A 
4 


1 are in their Graves. ſhall hear bis 
John 5. Poice and ſhall come forth ; they thaf 
28, 29: | have done Good, unto the Reſurrech 
tion of Life, and they that have done Bui, unt 
#he Reſurrectiou of Damnation. 

W hoever then believes the Goſpel, (as every 
one muſt, that lives under the Influence of ity 
unleſs he is wretchedly blinded by his Luſt 
and Paſſions) can never doubt of theſe twe 
great Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, . 
Neſurrection of the Body, and the Life Everlast 
7g. The Poſſibility of the former has been 
made evident by the Reſurrection of Jeſu 
Chriſt from the Dead, and the Certainty of 
the latter ſufficiently appears, not only from 
the expreſs Revelations of God in the Holy 
Scriptures, but from the whole Tenor of thi 
Chriſtian Religion; every Precept of which 
tends to purify and refine our Natures, and ta 
fit and prepare us for the Society of Saints and 
Angels in another Life the Apoſtle aflures us 
1 Ther c that God hath not appointed us ta 

E15. 

9, 10. Wrath, but to obtain Salvation by 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt who died for wy 

#hat we ſhould live together with him. And Sti 

chez John tells us, that God ſo loved thi 

16. MWarld, that be gave his only begottelf 

Son, to the End that all that beliew 

- a 7 Joould not periſh, but e everloping ol, 
ife, 


| of a Reli 1020US Life. 49 


zi Tf then we believe, that God is infinitely 
thaWuſt and true, we can never doubt, but that 2 


rec he great Day of Retribution, he om. 27. 


unt render to every Man according 6, 5, 8, 9 


Wo his Deeds; to them who by patient 
Jontinuance in well. doing, ſeek. for Glory, and 
Honour, and Immortality, He will give eternal 
e; but to them who are: contentious, and do 
two hot obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, he 
vill pour forth Indignation and Wrath, Tribs-. 
ation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man 
veel hat 5 Evil, of the Jem firſt, and alſo of the. 
| ent! E. 2 | 
ur Saviour in his Expoſition of the Parable 
rom f the Tares, tells us, That at the be 
WE: of the World, the Son of Man 40. 3 
all ſend forth bis Angels, and they 
Mal gather out of bis Kingdom all things that 
Herd, and them which do Iniguity; and ſhall caſt 
and em into a- Furnace of Fire, there ſhall be watl- 
and guaſhing of Teeth. And ſo in his Expo- 
tion of the. Parable of the Net, in the fame 
Thapter, he ſays, That at the End 
e world, the Angels (hall come ver. 49» 
Worth, and ſever the Wicked from a- 
gong "the Juſt; and ſhall caſt. them into the 
Hurnace of Fire, there ſhall.be wailing and gnaſp- 
/ Teeth. And ſo again, Mat. 25. we are 
Wold by our Saviour, That when the 
on of Man ſhall come in his Glo- 
4 4 all the Holy Angels with 


E 3 __. ws 


Ver: 31, 
32553734 


* * 


350 . The Great Importance 


him, then ſhall he ſit upon the Throne of his Gl 
s, and before him ſhall be gathered all Nations 
and he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, a 
a- Shepherd divideth his Sheep from the Goats ; 
and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his right. Hand, butf 
the Goats on the left; Then ſhall he ſay unto 
them on his right Hand, Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom- prepared fer you 
from the Beginning of the World. But to then 
on the left Hand, . Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
tis. Angels. And. theſe (hall go away into ever. 
laſting Puniſhment ; but the Righteons into Lifi 
Eternal, as Be FP 
This, as it is a plain but lively Deſcriptions 
of the awful Solemnity of that great and tre 
menduous Day, when the Son of Man ſhall com 
5 inthe Glory of bis Father, with hit 
Matt. 16, Angels, to julge the quick and: the 
7 dead z ſoit is ſufficient to conv inet 
Heb. 12 Us, that though without” Holineſs 1 
14. Aan ſhall ſee the Lord, yet that eve] 
ry one who believes the Goſpel, and 

Matt. - ſincerely obeys the Precepts of ii 
21. hall affuredly enter into the King: 

| dom of Heaven; this is the very Pur 
ehaſe of Chriſt's Blood, and the End, for which 
he was contented to be given up into the Hands 
of cruel Men, to be butfeted, ſpit upon, andiur 
evil intreated, and at laſt to ſuffer a cruel andi t. 
ignominious Death upon the Croſs. He gave 
humfelf for us, ſays St. Paul, that be anight re. Fi 
8 n 
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eem us from all Iniquity, and become the Ae 
Eternal Salvation to all them that obey him. 
\ gain, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, though he was 
ich, yet for our ſakes he became Poor, that we 
rough his Poverty . might- be made Rich. He 
ps wounded, ſays the Prophet, for our Tran 
8 relſons, he was bruiſed for our Ini- IG. 53. 3. 
oo u:cies, the Ne of our Peace 
1 of _ bim, and with his n we are” 
We ale FE: 
The Redemption of Mankind was 4 
Deſign worthy the Son of God: Of ſo great 
orth and Value in his Sight were the Souls 
f Men, that he- eſteem d nothing too much 
r too great to ſuffer for their ſakes; he ſaw- 
re nd pitied our Mifery, and knew, that with- 
ut a Saviour we muſt be loſt for ever; and 
here fore condefcended fo far, as to humble 
imſelf even to the Death upon the Croſs for 
85 miſerable Sinners, who lay in Darkneſs and 
the Shadow of Death, that he might make 
the Children of God, and exalt us to ever- 
aſting Life; ſo that, though we - 
ere ometimes afar off, yet being EPh. 2. 
wp made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, 19 
Je are v0 more ſtrangers and foreigners, but” 
low. citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſe 
d of God; and if we are careful to en, . 
dur Parts, we may aſſuredly ſay with \ 
nd t. Paul, that henceforth there is laid x Tim, + 
vel p for us 4 Crown of Rigbteouſue s, 
re. hich the Lord the — Tudge ſhall 2158 
1/4 44 
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Ar at that Day; for we have the Promiſe o | 
_— him who is Truth it ſelf, and eannq 
© deceive us, that if we are Faithful unt 
Death, þ e will give us a Crown of Life. 
And what a glorious Incitement now is thiy 
to all Men; to live ſoberly, righteonſly and god 
Au this preſent World 5 what can we 
Cor. 15. defire more to make us ſtedfaſt ani 
59. S@qnmoveable, always abounding in thi 
Work of the Lord, than to know, that our Ls 
hour ſhall not be in vain in the Tord; but that 
in a little Time, all our Services will be inf 
nitely rewarded; and we ſhall be-receiv'd int 
2 Place of everlaſting Reſt and Peace; where 
we ſhall for ever adore and praiſe the Autho 
of our Salvation, and contemplate the gloriou 
Perfections of his Majeſty, with a Joy and Sa 
tisfact ion, infinitely exceeding all that we Cal 
now poſſibly conceive. 
And, as the Conſideration of theſe things 
cannot bur — preſent fill our Hearts with Jy 
kable 5 and excite us continu 
Col. 1 127 ally to give "Thanks unto the Fat ben 
1 which hath made us meet to be 
takers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light; 
who has deliver dus from the Power of {)arkneſs, 
and tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son: 
So when we come to have a nearer and more 
immediate View of the Glories of that King: 
dom, which God has prepared for us, how wilo! 
our Souls break forth het e of Love and 


Joy 
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y! How will it tranſport us to ſee him, 
na nom we have lov'd and faithfully ſerv'd ! To- 


LL him, not arraign'd for a Malefactor, nor 
„ anging in a ſhameful Manner upon the Croſs, 
thiffr ro ſee him in all his Majeſty and Glory, ſit- 
0 Ing in a triumphant Manner upon his Throne, 


Wcompaſs'd about with Millions of holy An- 
Wis; to ſee him, I ſay, not as an angry and 


' £0Sicens'd Judge, but as a merciful Sayiour and 
£4WMedeemer, looking upon his faithful and be- 
tha ed Servants -with the tendereſt Compaſſion, 
inſhnd receiving them to the Arms of his Mercy, 
int ith thoſe gracious Words! —— Come qe Bleſ- 


d of my Father, inherit the Kingdom, 1 
r you from the Foundation of the World. 4 
But then, on the other Hand, with what 
nguiſh and Deſpair will wicked Men behold 
e dreadful Solemnities of that Day! How: 
ill they tremble and be confound- 9 
d, when the Lord Feſus ſhall be re- 2 ery; 
ealed from Heaven, with his mighty ' © 

Ingels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance onthem 
at know not God, and obey-not the Goſpel of our 
ord Jeſus Chriſt : When they ſhall fee the 
eavens- paſſing away with a' great. per 2 
Voiſe, and the Elements melting 10. 
gt fervent Heat, the Earth alſo; | 

d the Nurks that are therein burnt up :- 
hen they ſhall behold the Jaws of Hell open 

o receive them, and the great Judge of the 

0B orld, with Terror in his--Looks;. ready to 


3 
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pronounce that dreadful Sentence — — Depar 
| > 4A me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fir e prepa 
ed for the Devil and his Angels. 
Lord! What Confuſion and Agonies wil 
thoſe Souls be in, to whom theſe terrible Word 
Rey. 6. fall then be ſpoken! How wil 
16. they call upon the Mountains 41 
Rocks to fall on them, and to. hid 
them from the Face of him that ſitteth on tl 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb! Bu 
alas! What will that avail them, when #i 6 
great Day of bis Wrath-is come ! It the Savio 


of the World condemns them, whe ſhall inter | 
cede in their Behalf! It will be too late ti 4 


cry out for Mercy, when the Time of Juſtiq 
is come; too late to-Jament their Folly an 
Madneſs, when the Time of Working is over 

all Prayers and Intreaties, all Tears and Re 
R-y. 22. Pentance will then be in vain 6 
11. that is unjuſt muſt be unjuſt ſtill, an 
he that is filthy muſt be filthy ſtil 

As the Tree is fallen, ſo it muſt lye for ever. Thi 
Time of Trial, the Day of Grace is ended, anl 
Heb. ro, there remains no more Sacrifice-f0 
26, 21, Sin; but a fiery Iudignation mult a 
Dour them; the dreadful Hour i 

come, when they muſt be baniſhed for ever fro 
the Enjoyment of him, in whoſe preſence alone 
zs fulneſs of Foy, and be doom'd to thoſe Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtone, where the norm dye 
not, and. the Fire is not quenched ; where 50A 
4 | | muy | 
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ult be bound in everlaſting Chains of Dark- 
eſs, and be Day and Night for ever 13 
1d ever tormented by the Devil and 14. 
accurſed Spirits, thoſe cruel and 
relenting Beings, in the burning and ſcorch- 
g Flames of a moſt outragious and never to 
=xtinguifh'd Tre, * 
O! Who can think of theſe things without 
ſolving in good Earneſt to ſecure a happy E- 
rnity by a Life of Virtue and Religion! 
ho, that believes the wicked ſhall be turned in- 
Hell, and all the People that forget God; and 
| nfiders what it is to dwell-in the moſt exqui- 
Wc Miſery and Torments to all Eternity, will 
t immediately give up himſelf to the Service 
d Obedience of the Bleſſed Jeſus, and reſalve 
have no Fellowfhip with the unfruitful Works 
Darkneſs ! In ſhort, who that is truly wiſe, 
d confiders that Time it ſelf is ſhort, and that 
e Time of Man is much ſhorter 5 that Eter 
y has neither End nor Change, and that 
Nery Man is haſtning to this eternal and un- 
angeable State, and will in a little time be 
mmon'd to appear before the awful Tribunal 
Jod; there to give an Account of his Ac- 
ns, and according as he has behav'd himſelf 
this Life, be then conſign'd to a Place of 
aleſs Happineſs or Miſery 3 I ſay, who, that 
eds upon theſe great and important Truths 
th that Seriouſneſs and Concern which they 
Wlcrve, would ever the Knave for a re 
re- 
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Preferment, or part with that invaluable Pra 
- good Conſcience, for the greateſt Happing 
this World could promiſe him! Is it poſit 
for a Man, that conſiders, what it is to be . 
der the eternal Diſpleaſure of anAlmighty Gal 
to do any thing wilfully and deliberately to ꝗ 
fend his Divine Majeſty? O.] Rather will n 
ſuch a one (unleſs he is abandon'd to the gre 
eſt Folly and Madneſs) make it the Study 
Buſineſs of his Life to ſecure an Intereſt in 
Fayour and Love of God, by doing every thj 
that he knows will be pleaſing in his Sight-z 
pecially when he conſiders what Obligations 
is under ſo to do; when he reflects upon 
infinite Love of God, manifeſted in all 
Works of his Creation and Providence, but 
pecially in that ſtupenduous Myſtery of our 
demption; when he thinks pon the breath 
and length, the height and depth of that lou 
God, which mov'd him to ſend his only Beg 
ten Son into the World to be the Propitzat 
for our Sins, and to ſuffer a cruel and ignomi 
ous Death upon the Croſs, that we might 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. O.! How 
it poſſible, but ſuch a one muſt be filled with 
grateful a Senſe of what God has done for hi 
as to endeavour all that in him lies to requl 
the infinite Love of ſo merciful a Father, 
kind and loving a Saviour! Surely the Love 
God muſt conſtrain us; but if there is any off 
Jo ſtupid and inſenſible, as not to be wroug 


U 


a Religius Life, 57 


upon ſuch powerful Motives, let him reflect 
upon the Terrors of the Lord, end conſider 
ich himſelf, how he ſhall be able to 1 
ell with everlaſting Burnings; let vs 
him think a while upon the miſera- _ 
le Condition of thoſe wretched Souls, that 
are now ſhut up in the Regions of everlaſting 
Darkneſs; and tell me then, whether he thinks 
the ſhort and momentary Pleaſures of a wicked 
ife will compenſate for endleſs Miſery and 

eee, ern $75 er 
There is no one, I believe, that thinks at all, 
but muſt think otherwiſe z but the great Miſ- 
ortune is, many Men are ſo agitated by their 
uſts and Paſſions, that they are ſeldom cool 
nough for ſober Reflections; but would they 
e perſuaded frequently to meditate upon Death 
nd Judgment; would they repreſent to their 
Minds what a vaſt Diſproportion there is be- 
wixt Time and Eternity, and conſider, that 
he Pleaſures of Sin, at belt, are but for a Sea» 
n, but that its Puniſhment is endleſs and in- 
olerable :. I fay, could Men be brought to think 
of theſe Things with any Seriouſneſs, I doubt 
jot, but ſuch Thoughts would, in Time, have 
heir proper Effect, and would: 16: effectually 
onvince them of the great-Folly and Danger 
f Sin, as to make them in good Earneſt ſet 
we bout the great and important Work of their 

„ 399 405 ih © ok ge: 

ought O! let me then entreat every one with-all 
vpſihe Earneſtneſs, that a Matter of ſuch vaſt Im- 
1 0 F | portance 
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portance does require, frequently and ſeriouſhſ 
to think upon that great. Account they mu. 
one Day give; to conſider with themſelyes how; 
their Accounts ſtand, with reſpect to anothe 
Life; and what a-dreadful Condition the 
will be in, if they ſhould be call'd to appear 2 
the Judgment Seat of Chrift, before they hau 
made their Peace with God, and ſecur'd an In. 
fereſt in the Merits and Interceſſion of. thei 
great Judge 3 but eſpecially let me -perſuad; 
thoſe, that are plunging themſelves in Senſuz 
lity and Wickedneſs, to ſtand ſtill a Moment 
and conſider whither they are going; let mc 
beg of them as they have any Regard for their 
preſent Peace and Happineſs, or any Value. for 
their precious Souls; as they would not leave 
this World, under the Terrors and Agonics off 
a-guilty Conſcience, nor appear at the laſt Day 
in the Preſenee of God, of Angels, and of Me 
under all the Circumſtances of Horror, Shame 
and Confuſion; and laſtly, as they would not 
then be baniſhed from the Preſence of God, fot 
ever, and be caſt into the bottomleſs Pit of De 
ſtruction, to be there tormented without Mez- 
ſure, and without End; let me, I ſay, prevail 
upon them, not to delay their Repentance one 
el 21 Moment, but immediately forſake# 
Joe? 243. their evil Ways, and turn unto thei 
Lord their God, who is gracious and 
merciful, ſlow to anger and great kind. ait, 
neſs; and who has affur'd us by bisſpe a 
Prophet, that when the wicked Man turneth 4. Nife, 
; i 3 way 
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Pay 50 his wickedneſs that he hath coins 15 
d doth that which is lawful and right, he ſhat- 
ze his Soul alive. 
As for thoſe happy Chriſtians, that areentred: 
pon a good Life, and are engaged in the Prac- 
ice of Virtue and Religion; who make the 
lory of God, and the Salvation of their own” 
ad others Souls, their great Care and Concern. 
eed only exhort them to go on in their Chriſ- 
ian Courſe with Courage and Reſolution, t 
old faſt their profeſſion, and with an unwearied-. 
Diligence to preſs rowards the mark, 
rr the Prize of the high oalling of Cod 
„ Chriſt Jeſus, nothing doubting, but 
vat he who hath begun a good Work Phil. 1. 6. 
1 them, will perform it until the Day 
I 7e/us Chriſt. God is faithful. that has pro 
is d, and therefore they may reſt aſſured, that 
due ſeaſon they ſhall reap, if they PE 
aint not. Tet a little while, and he . 
hat ſhall come will come; and his Re. Heb. 10. 
ard is with him, to give to every + 37 
fan according as bis Work ſpall be. Rev. 22. 
o him that overcometh, he will grant 
o fit with him in-his Throne, even 4s 
e alſo overcame, and is ſet down with his Father 
n his Throne, 
O happy, happy Time, for thoſe bleſſed Souls; 
pho have Fought the good Fight and kept the 
ith! All their Labours will then 
de at an End, and that Crown of Ne. 2.10. 
fe, which. was promis d to and refery'd for 
pay 155 2 them 
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them, will then be beſtow'd upon them, and 
1 Pet. 1.4, they ſhall be admitted ro an Inberi 
tance incorruptible and unaefiled, and 

_ that fadeth not away ; they ſhall then be re. 
ceiv'd into a Place of endleſs Bliſs 

| Rev. 21. and Joy, where there ſhall be no mort 
Death, neither Sorrow nor Crying, 
zeit her hall thore be any more Pain; but all Tears 
ſhall be wiped from their Eyes, and they ſhall 
for ever enjoy the moſt perfect and conſummate 


Happineſs, and ſing Eternal AHelujabs of Praiſ 
and Thankſgiving unto him that ſitteth upon thi 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and eve 


Amen. 


Morning-Prayer 


FOR A- 


MOST Gracious God and Loving 
Father! In all Humility of Soul 
and Body, we preſent our ſelves 

before the Throne of thy Majeſty 
and Glory, acknowledging that we are thy 
Creatures, and that from thy bountiful Hands 
"ye have receiv d nen great and-exceeding Bleſs 

ii 

By thee at firſt we were wonderfully made 5 
by thy Power we have ever ſince been preſerv= 
ed, and it is owingyto thy great Mercy and 
Goodneſs that we have not been cut off in the 
midſt of our Sins; but that thou haſt been pa- 
tient and long:ſuftering towards us, and- haſt 
given.ug this Opportunity of eoming into thy 
FE 3. Pre- 
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Prafence, to renew our Praiſes and Acknow: 
kdgments to thy Divine Majeſty. 

O Lord, thy Compaſſions fail not, but they 
are renewed every Morning :: By thee we haveſ 
been preſerv'd this Night paſt, and to thy Good. 
neſs we aſeribe it, that we are brought in Health 

and Safety to the Beginning of this Day. 
Accept, we humbly pray thee, of our un. 
feigned Thanks for all the Mercies and Bleſſing 
which thou haſt been pleas d to beſtow upon us 
and pardon we beſeech thee, for the Sake ol 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, our great Unworthineſ 
of what thou haſt done for us. Give us ſuch 
Senſe of thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, as may 
make us aſham'd of our paſt Ingratitude toward: 
thee, and infpire us with- more vigorous and 
hearty Endeavours to ſerve thee for the Time 
0 come. 
Io that End vouchfafe us ; fuch a Meaſure of 
thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may enable ut 
to bear up againſt the Tryals and Temptation 
of this wicked World. Give us a true Senſe 
of the ineſtimable Value of our Souls, that w 
may make it the chief Care and Concern of ouiſpa 
Lives to work out our Salvation, and to fecureon 
an Intereſt in thy Favour, which i is better than 
Life it ſelf. 5 7 70 

Draw our Minds from the Live! of thi | 
World, and teach us to uſe it with Tempe- 
rance, Sobriety and Moderation, with an intite 
Iruſt and * on * N con 

nce, 
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ence, and with a perfect Submiſſion to thy 
Jlefſed Will in all Things. what + -- 
Root out of our Hearts, O Lord, the Seeds. 
pf Envy, Hatred and Malice; of Cenſoriouſ- 
{es and Uncharitableneſs ; of Lying and Slan- 
Hering, and whatever elſe is contrary to a truly 
Ehbriſtian Spirit; and endue us, we moſt hum- 
ly pray thee, with that Meekneſs and Hum 
ity which is in thy Sight of fo great Value. and 
Svith all thoſe Holy and Chriftian Diſpoſitions 
Which thou loveſt and delighteſt in. | 
Inſtruct us in all the Particulars of our Duty 
hich we owe to thee; our Neighbour and our 
elves; guide us by thy Right Hand, and con- 
ut us by thy good Spirit through all the Bu- 
ineſs and Affairs of this Life; teach us to act 
ith Faithfulneſs and Honeſty in every Thing 
hat we take in Hand, and give us ſueh a Dread 


e off thy Diſpleaſure, and ſuch a Senſe of thy All. 
' eeing Eye as may fecure us by thy Grace a- 
onWainſt all the Temptations of the World, the 


ch and the Devil. _ 

Be with us, O Lord, this 22 
ay, in our going out and ir is to be omit- 
ming in; preſerve us from . nga 3 
e Dangers of evil Compa- Ae hoes - 
y, from the Deceitfulneſs fad leren. 
If our own Hearts; and lee. 
2nd us more efpecially from thoſe Sins that 
o moſt eafily befet and inſnare us. Ler thy 
zleſſing accompany all our honeft Labours and 
ce, Tadearours, and vouchſafe us ſuch a * 
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of Health and other temporal Mercies, as tho 
ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for us. We deſin 
O Lord, to leave our ſelves and all our Aﬀai 
in thy Hands, humbly-beſceching thee to talk 
us and all that belongs to us under the Protec 
tion of thy good Providence, and ſo to blels, di 
rect and guide us in this Life, that we may 
laſt obtain that greateſt of all Bleſſings, the E 
_ ternal Salvation of our Immortal Souls, throug 
the Merits and for the Sake of thy dear Sor 
and our alone Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, for whon 
our Souls do adore and praiſe thy gloriou 
Name, and in whoſe moſt. holy Words we fu 
up our own and the Wants of all Mankind 
ſaying, Our Father, ke. 5 
32... +.  » adlpol our. Hearts. 8 

On Sunday Mir- Lord, we humbly beſes 
ve Warl 0 1 thee, oy ous AUO 
3 : og 5. upon thee in a Oly D 
? mes _—_— | 155 3. make us duly mindfi 
of all. thy Sacred Inſtitutions; and grant th; 
we may never ſo far forget the Intereſt! of c 
Souls, as to neglect the religious Obſervance 
the Chriſtian Sabbath. And ſince thou ha 
brought us to the Beginning of this Holy Da 
be thou graciouſly pleaſed to take us into th 
Protection, and to aſſiſt us in a right Diſcharg 
of the Duties of it. Withdraw our Minds fron 
the Cares, and Buſineſs and Pleaſures of thi 
Life, which will ſhortly have an End; that v 
may more freely attend upon the great Concern 


ef that far better Life, which is to laſt for ever 
| a 


for a Ed. „ 


thoy 

eſinnore. Give us awful Thoughts of thy great Ma- 
fainWeſty, and a lively Senſe of our own Wants, that 
tall ur Prayers and Praiſes, and all our Services. 


his Day may be offered up in ſuch a ſerious 
nd devout manner, as may render them accep- 
able in thy Sight. Make us attentive to thy Ho- 
y Word, and to all the good Inftruftions that 
all this Day be given us, and grant that we 
ay not reſt in any outward Performances, but 
y a right Uſe of thy Holy Ordinances, may 
ndeavour to grow in Grace, and to become 
rery Day better Chriſtians, and ſo to improve 

n all virtuous and godly Living, that when this 
hort Life ſhall have an End, we may dwell 
ith Thee in Life Everlaſting, "through the Me- 
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hriſt, for whom our Souls do Bleſs and Praiſe 
Thee, and in whoſe moſt Holy Words, we ſum 
p our own, and the Wants of all — 


N oy Ing, 
Our Father, de. 
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its. of thy Son and our alone Saviour Jeſus. 
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Lord God, the great Creator and 
Preſerver, and Governor .of the 
World: Thou art Infinite in Mer: 
cy and Goodneſs to all that call upon the 
faithfully, and haſt promis'd, that when two or 
three are gather'd together in thy Name, . thou 
wilt be in the midſt of them: Look down we 
humbly beſeech thee, upon us thy unworthy 
Creatures, wlio are here aſſembled before thee, 
acknowledging that thou art a God greatly te 
be fear d for thy Power and Juſtice, greatly to 
be belov'd for thy Infinite Perfections and Good: 
neſs, and greatly to be prais'd for thy liberal 
Bounty and Goodneſs: But as for our ſel ves 
we confeſs, O Lord, that we are vile and ſinful 
Creatures ; that we have in many Thing acted 


) 


\foolifhly 
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. Loolidhly and wickedly, and have neither lov. 
hee, fear'd Thee, nor obey'd Thee as we ought 
o have done: Our Sins are ſo many and ſo 
great, that ſhould'ſt thou deal with us as we 
ave deſei ved, we could expect nothing from 
Thee, but the Seyerities of thy juſt Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure. 

But, O gracious Father, WhO delighteſt not 
n the Death of a Sinner, look upon us, we be- 
eech thee, in thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, and for the 
ake of his meritorious Death and Sufferings, 
pardon - our many and great Tranſgreſſions of 
hy "Holy Laws; and grant that for the Time 


nd: more ſincerely devoted to thy Love and O- 
dedience, than we ever have yet been. 

Convince us truly, O Lord, of the great Fol- 
Wy 4nd Danger of Sin, and teach us ever to va- 
ue thy Love and Favour more than Life it ſelf: 
MD make us always duly mindful of the Intereſt of 
ur precious Souls, that we may live as becomes 
he-Goſpel of Chriſt, denying all Ungodlineſs 
nd worldly Luſts, and living righteouſly, o- 
crly, and Mn hy in this preſent World. 

To that End, vouhſafe us ſuch Aids and Aſ- 
ſtances of thy Grace and holy Spirit, as may 
arry us through all the Temptations of this 

orld, and fortify us againſt the Aſſaults of 
ur great Adverſary, the Devil, who is daily 
Jing in wait to deſtfoy us. 4 5302 


Mor- 


o come, we may be more careful to pleaſe thee, 
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 Mortify in us all irregular Appetites and PAH 
ſions; rectify the Diſorder of our Wills; clean! 
and purify our corrupt Natures, and make us| 
conformable to thy Laws, that Religion mi 
be our chief Delight and Pleaſure, and the doin 
thy Will, our greateſt Joy and Satis faction. 

Suffer us not, O merciful God, to be Jed: 
way by the vain and fooliſh Cuftoms of thi 
World, nor ſeduced from our Duty by th 
Company and Converſation of wicked Men 
but grant that we may be ſo reſolutely bent uj 
on doing thy Will, that we may make it ol 
great Endeavour to pleaſe thee above all Thing 
and to diſcharge our Duty in the ſeveral Pl; 
ces and Stations, wherein thy Providence | 
* d to place us. 

Make us duly Mindful, that thou art prefe 
every where, and privy to our moſt ſeen 
Thoughts; that we may never dare to do at 
Thing but what thou approveſt, and of which 
we may give 4 comfortable Account at thi th 

Great Day of the Lord Jefus': O fit and-priffſ®" 
| pare us for that ſolemn Time, by a Life << 
Virtue and Religion, that. when we comet G 
appear before the great Judge of all the World 
we may be found of the Number of -thoſ 
happy-Souls, whom thou ſhalt then aan 
Bleſſed. 

Extend thy Merey, O God, to the whol 
Race of Mankind 5 have Pity upon all Jen 
cok * and HereFicks, and OR tied 1. 


Jor a Emih. 1 


vo the Light, and Knowledge, and PraQice of 
thy Laws. 

Bleſs thy holy Catholick Church, and eſpe· 
cially that Part of it which thou haſt planted 
Win theſe Kingdoms'z remove out of it all Errors 

Wand Corruptions, all Diviſions and Difſcntions, 
and grant that the Lives: of - Chriſtians may be 
Holy and Exemplary, and ſuch as becomes the 
WGoſpel of our Bleſſed Saviour. - 

Reform all things amiſs in theſe Kingdoms 4 
Root out from among us all Irreligion and Pro- 
Wphancſs ; all Uncharitableneſs and Animoſities : 
Pardon our great and crying Sins; avert the 
Evils that we have deſerv'd 3 continue the 
Light of thy glorious Goſpel among us, atid 
give us all Grace to turn from the Evil of our 
Ways unto thee, the Lord our God, that thou 
ma y'ſt delight over us to do us good; to build 

us up, and not to deſtroy us. 

W Bleſs our Sovereign Lord the King, and all 
chat are in Authority under him, both in Church - 
and State-: Make them all in their ſeveral Pla- 
ces and Stations, uſeful and ſerviceable to thy 
Glory, and the Good and Welfare of this 

Church and Nation. 
And O thou, who art the Father of Mercies 

and God of all Comfort, look down with Pity 
and Compaſſion upon all thy afflifted Servants 
every where; give them Courage and Patience, 
| Comfort and Support in thee, and in thy good 
Time, a joyful Defiverance | out of all their 


Troubles. | | 5 
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Send down thy Bleſſings Spiritual and Tem. 
R upon all our Friends and Relations; dy 
good uato thoſe that have at any time done or 
wiſh'd-us Evil; and vouckſafe unto every one 
of us, and to all Chriſtians, whatever thou 
knoweſt to be beſt, in reference to our Tempo 
ral and Eternal Welfare. 

And now, O Lord, we deſire with all Hy 
mility of Soul and Body, to adore thy Incom: 
prehenfivle Majeſty, and to praiſe thy great ani 
glorious Name for all thy manifold Mercies and 
#ayours-vouchſafed to us and all Mankind, bu 
above all for thy aſtoniſhing Love in reconciling 
th: World to thy ſelf, by the Death and th 


Sufferings of thy dear Son. 
We hlefs thee for our Creation and Preſervz 


1 tion; ; for our Health, Strength, Peace ani 


Safety, for providing for our Bodies, and tal 
ing Care of our Souls, and for delivering u 
trom thoſe many Eyils that we have moſt juſth 
deſerved. 

O Lord, Imprint on our Hearts ſich a dex 
Senſe of thy Mercies, that we may ſhew forti 
thy Praiſes not only with our Lips, but in ov 
| Lives, by giving up our ſelves to thy Servics 
and by walking before thee in Holineſs and 
Rizhteouſneſs all the Days of our Lives. 

Moe confeſs, O Lord, that we are unworth 
df the leaſt of all thy Favours; but in Conf 
_ dence of thy great Mercy and Goodneſs ut 
beg leave to commend our ſelves, our Souls 


and Bodies, and all that belong to 10 
255 5 Fa 
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Fatherly Care and good Providence. Thou 
art our only Safety and Defence : O be thou 
graciouſly pleas'd to take us this Night under 
thy Almighty Protection, that no Evil come 
near to hurt us. i Ep. 
Refreſh our Bodies with quiet Reſt and Sleep, 
and our Souls with the Conſolations of thy ho- 
ly Spirit; and when thou ſhalt think fit to take 
us out of this World, give us everſaſting Reſt 
and Peace in thy Eternal Kingdom, through 
the Merits and for the Sake of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, Jeius Chriſt, who hatls 
taught us when we Pray, to ſay, N 


our Father, &c. 
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were made, and by whoſe infinite Power and 


has advanc'd me to ſuch a degree of Being, that 


7 
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in Private. 


DJ Moſt Great, moſt Mighty, and moi 
Glorious Lord God! Look down 


A £# from the Habitation of thy Holinek 
upon me thy ynworthy Creature, who am com 
into thy Preſence to adore thy Incomprehenh 
ble Majeſty, and to preſent before thee the Mor. 
ning: Sacrifice of my unfeigned Praiſes for thy 
many and. undeſery'd Favours beftowed upon 
me. 

O Lord, I acknowledge that to thee of 
Right belongs Eternal Honour, Glory, Praiſt 
and Adoration 5 for thou art the ſovereign 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, by whom all Thing 


Goodneſs, they are preſery d and kept in Being, 
Bleſſed be thy unfpeakable Goodneſs, that 


Fam in ſome Meaſure capable to know thee, to 
love thee, and to ſerve thee, and obey thee. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, that I was 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and early dedicated 
to thee by Baptiſm, and that by thy Grace and 


Goodneſs Lhave.been preſery'd to this eng 
| 2 
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and have in any Meaſure eſcap'd the Pollutions 
of this wicked World. 

I bleſs thee likewiſe, O Lord, for thy Tem- 
poral Mercies, and in particular for the Re- 
freſhments of the Night paſt; for protect ing me 
from all evil Accidents, and for rail ing me up⸗ 


LEED | 


in Health and Safety to praiſe thy Goodneſs. 

Pardon, O moſt gracious God, all the un 
WMworthy Returns. I have made for ſo much 
WGoodnefs and Mercy, and vouchſafe me ſuch a a 
Senſe of thy infinite Love, as may inſpire me- 
with more vigorous and hearty Endeavours to 
ſerve thee for the time to come. 

O Lord, I acknowledge, that I am a weak 
and frail Creature, and: that without thy Help, 
fl: am not able to bear up againſt the Trials and 
WIcmptations of this World; but fince thou 
haſt promis'd to give thy holy Spirit*to them 
hat ask it, I am emboldned to implore his Di- 
ine Aſſiſtance to ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, to 
help my Infirmities, and fo to fortify my Mind, 
that I may not be tempted above what I am 

able to bear, nor ſeduc'd from my Duty to thee, 
by the deceitful Enticements of the World, the 
Fleſh or the Devil. 

Mortify in me, O God, all Pride and Vain: 
Glory; all Bitterneſs and Uncharitableneſs 5 
all Envy, Hatred and Malice; and ſuffer = 
vas not to be led away by any of the fooliſh Cuſtoms 
tedſſend falſe Maxims of the. World: And, O mer- 
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naſfeiful Father, be thou pleas'd of thy great Good- 


ot, 
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2 A Morning- Prayer 
neſs, to endue me with that Wiſdom which i⸗ 
from above, which is firſt Pure and then Peacea. 
ble; with that Meekneſs and Humility, which 
is in thy Sight of ſo great Price, and with that 
truly Chriſtian Temper and Diſpoſition, which 
thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 

Lord, ſanctify unto me all thy Fatherly Dif- 
penſat ions, and let every Thing thou ſhalt think 

_ fit to ſend me, prove a Bleſſing and Advantage 
to my Soul. Give: me Grace to be entirely]! 
ſibmiſhve and contented under all the Afflict ions 
Trials and Diſappointments, which thy Wiſ⸗ 
dom ſhall judge proper to bring me to thy ſelf 
and grant that by every Adverſity that ſhall be- O 
fall me, I may be wean'd from the World, and 
more cluſely. united unto thee. l 

Make me always mindful of my own Frailty, 
of the Mortneſs and Uncertainty of this Life, 
and of the Eternity of the next. Give me 

Grace ſo to live as I ſhall wiſh Thad done when 
come to dye; let not Sickneſs or Death ever 


ſurpriſe me unawares,.or find me in a ſtate un- 
provided z but-grant that I may finiſh-the Work 0 
thou haſt given me to do, before the Night 

cometh when no Man can work; O let mea. 


live in ſuch a conſtant Preparation for my latter 

End, that how ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be. 
pleas'd to take me out of this World, I may be ce 
found ready and prepar'd for my great Account, 
through the Mcrits_of my bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Be 


Be with me, O.Lord, this 


fer a Perſ in private. 75; 


dea May in all Places, and upon 7his is. o be mit- 
iche Occafions. Direct and ion a Sunday, Mor- 


zuide me, ſanRify and pre- 5 eg fort 
crve me. Keep me both fteadithereof. 
ut wardly in my Body, and e 
nwardly in Soul. Let thy Bleſſing accompas- 
y all my honeſt Deſigns and Undertakings,. 
ind grant that I may take nothing in Hand, 
ut what is agreeable to thy Bleſſed Will. Gire 
mto me and all that belong to me, ſich a Mea- 
ure of Health and other Temporal Bleflings, as- 
hou” ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for us; but a+ 
ove all Things, give us thy Grace and Favour, 
hat our Lives may be Holy, our Deaths Com- 
ortable, and our Eternal State Happy and 
orious with Thee, through the Merits of thy 
Pon and our alone Saviour Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous; in whoſe moſt Fiely Words I ſum 
p my own, and the Wants of all Mankind, ſays 
Ing, Our Father, &c. 
Accept, I beſeech thee, O. 

noſt gracious God, my hear= Won Sunday Mor 
Deſires in an eſpecial % „ee of the 


5 |  preced.ng Paragraph. 
manner to glorify thee on this may be uſed. 


erfhat Day which thou haſt | 
de peculiarly ſanctified for thy Worſhip and Ser- 
e lce. 


I bleſs thy Holy Name, O Lord, who by thy» 
Hlmigbty Power madeſt-the Heavens and the 
Harth, and all that therein is, and preſerveſt 
pad governeſt all that thou halt made. 4 
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I bleſs thee, O Lord, who madeſt Man after 
thine own Image, enduing him with Under. 
ſtanding, and Reaſon, and Liberty, making hin 
capable of knowing and- loving and enjoying 
thee his Creator. 0 

Above all, I bleſs and magnify thy Hol 
Name, O Lord, Heavenly Father, that thoyf 
haſt given thine only Son, Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
Redemption of Mankind; that he took ou: 
Nature upon him; that he dyed for our ſake 
that he is riſen again from the Dead; that he 
aſcended into Heaven, and that he there fittet] 
at thy right Hand to make Interceſſion for us 
that he hath made known to us the Way toe 
ternal Life, giving us his Word for our Direc 
tion, and his Holy Spirit for our Guide and Aff 
ſiſtance. HE» 3 
Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that thou ha 
appointed this Day, not only for a Reſt from 
our ordinary Labours and Employments, but 
chiefly for a perpetual Commemoration of theſ; 
thy Favours, and for the giving us ſpecial Op 
portunities for thy Worſhip and Service, ani 
the Care of our Souls. 5 
My Soul defires to bleſs thee, that thou haf 
made me a Partaker of all theſe ineſtimable Fa 
yours. 80 
O Lord, prepare my Heart for attending 
upon thee i thy Houſe. Afford me thy gr: 
Tious Aſſiſtance in all the Parts of thy Service 
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jons upon me. Help me diligently to improve 
Opportunities that ſhall be afforded me this 
Day, whether publick or private, to the Glory: 
pf thy great Name, and to the Benefit and 
Comfort of my Soul, through Jeſus Chriſt my. 
hol viour. Amen. $25: | 


An Evening-Prayer for a Perſon 


in Private. 


OST Great and Mighty God ! Thou 
art the ſoyereign Lord of Heaven 
E V A. and Earth, the Creator and Prefer 

ver, and Governor of all Things; Thou d we 

teſt in that Light which no mortal Eye can aj 
proach unto, and yet diſdaineſt not to behol 
the Children of Men: Look down, I beſeech 
thee, upon me thy unworthy Creature, wh 

am come into, thy Preſence, adoring thy M. 

jeſty, and ackridwledging that my Dependance 

is wholly upon thee, who art the Author d 
my Being, and the Foundation of all my Hope 
both here and hereafter. | 
O Lord, Iconfeſs that F am a weak and fra 
Creature, my Nature is corrupt, and miſerab| 
prone to offend thee 3. I find a Law in my Mer 
bers warring againſt the Law in my Mind 

which, I confeſs with Sorrow, has too ofte 
prevail'd againſt me; the Pleafures and Profit 

of the World are too apt to dazzle my Eye 
and make me cold and remiſs in the great and 
important Work of my Salvation; I have beet 


m 


Sullty of manifold Neglects and Omiſſions off 
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my Duty towards thee, and have not ſerved 
4 with that Purity of Intention, with that 
Sincerity of Heart, with that Fervency of Spi- 
rit, with that Zeal for thy Glory, with that 
are and Diligence, and Conſtancy, that I ougtit 
4 Mo have done. 

O Lord, if thou ſhould'ſt be extronm to 
mark what is done amiſs 3. if thou ſhould'ſt call 


ould I ſay unto thee? Or how ſhould I be a- 
Die toſtand in thy fight ; if thou ſnhould'ſt deal 
ith. me as I have deſerv'd, I could expect no- 
hing from thee but the ſeverities of thy Wrath 
ind Diſpleaſure; but, O gracious Father, thou 
aſt reveal'd thy (lf to the Sons of Men, to be: a 
od merciful and gracious, forgiving Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin; remember then, I be- 
eech thee, thy tender Mercies, which have been 
ver of Old, and for the Sake and Merits of my 

iced Saviour, forgive, I humbly pray thee, 
ill the Sins and Vanities, the Follies and Indiſ- 
retions of my Lite paſt z O reſerve not my 
Sins. to be puniſh'd in the Day of thy fierce 
rath and Diſpleaſure, but ſo fo them out 
df thy Remembrance, that they may never riſe 
p to my Confuſion here, nor my Condemna- 
ion hereafter. - 

Reform whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs in the 
Lemper and Diſpoſition . of my Mind, or in any 
df the Actions of my Life; and enable me by 
Wc Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, to 
4 love thee more, and ſerve thee better, and 55 

4 % 7 


e to a ſtrict Account for my Liſe paſt, what 


Bo An Evening Prayer 
Thy Will with greater Care and Diligence thy 
1 have ever yet done. 1 
© Fo that End, keep up in my Mind a lire 
- Fenſe of my Duty towards thee, and of that gre 
Account which I muft one Day give; ſuf 
me not, I beſeech thegy to fall into a carelg 
and unthinking ftare, nor to be unmindful 
that one Thing needful, the Salvation of g 
immortal Soul: Make me ſo ſenſible of tha 
dreadful Threatnings, which thou haſt 4 
nounc'd againſt Sinners, that whatever elf 
leave undone, I may make it my great C 
and Concern, to ſecure an Intereſt in thy þ 
- wour, by a holy and religious Life. And, 
merciful Father, be thou pleaſed of thy gre 
Goodneſs, ſo to aſſiſt my weak and feeble E 
deavours, that I may not be unſucceſsful in 

Matter of ſuch vaſt Concern. 
Root out of my Heart, O God, by ti 
powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all ſinful a 
corrupt Affections; wean me from the Vai 
ties and Pleaſures of this World, and give i 
a ſettled and firm Perſuaſion of the Uncertai 
ty and Inſufficiency of all Things here belo 
O let me never ſeek for Reſt and Happine6 
the Enjoyments of this Life; but grant th 
I may daily aſpire after that eternal and uf 
changeable ſtate, which thou haſt reſery'd for 
hereatter, and to which, I beſeech thee, of ti 
infinite Love and Mercy, to bring me and 
thy faithful fervants, thro' the Merits and fort 
ſake of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 
| Extel 


for. a Perſon in Private. 8 ü 


Extend thy Mercy, O God, to the whole 
Race of Mankind: In a more particular man- 
ner, I pray thee, to be gracious to theſe ſinful 
Nations to which I belong; to pardon our great 
unand crying Sins; to avert the Judgments which 
ere have moſt juſtly deſery'd, and to put away 
from us the Spirit of Prophaneneſs and Infide- 
' ity, of Malice and Uncharitableneſs, that thou 
Wnayeſt delight to dwell among us, and mayeſt 
e our God, and we thy People. 
Bleſs and preſerve our ſovereign Lord the 
Wing, and grant that all who are in Authority 
nder him, may faithfully endeavour to pro- 
note thy Glory, and the Good and Welfare of 
his Church and Nation. 
Look with Pity and Compaſſion upon all thy 
afflicted Servants: Be a Father to the Fatherleſs, 
ind a Husband to the Widow; heal the Sick; 
pply the Wants of the Poor and Needy; and 
grant, that what ſoever is wanting to ally one * 
dutward Comforts, may be abundantly mad 1 
WP by the inward Conſolations of thy Hel 
WDpirit. 
Bleſs all my Friends and Relations eſpeci- 
ally, — reward all that have done me good, and 
Forgive all that have done or wiſh'd me evil; 
and vouchſafe to every one of us, from the high- 
to the loweſt, whatever thy great Wiſdom 
noweſt to be needful both for our Souls and 
Bodies. 
And now, O merciful Father, out of an 
—_ Senſe of as Goodneſs, I adore 
| and 
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and praiſe thy glorious Name for all the Mani. 
Feſtations of thy Love and Kindneſs vouchſafed 
unto me. I bleſs thee for my Being, for my 
Reaſon, and all the Endowments and Faculties 
of my Soul and Body; for my Health, Friends, 
Food andRaiment, and all the other Comforts 
and Conveniencies of my Life; for thy conti. 
nual Care and watchful Providence over me 
through the whole Courſe of my Life; and pat. 
ticularly. for the Preſervation and Protection of 
me this Day paſt. 3 
Siye me Grace, I beſeech thee, to make a 
right Improvement of all thy Bleſſings z and be 
"thou gracioufly pleas'd to take me, and all that vil 
belong to me, this Night, under the Care andi th 
Protection of thy Fatherly Providence. Giye up 
thy holy 4ngels Charge over us, and grant Us 
ſuch Refr« ſhments of Soul and Body as may en- 
-able us chearfully to go through the Duties of 
that Station wherein thou haſt plac'd us, and 
when thou ſhalt be pleas'd to call us out of this 
World, O let us be found of the Number o 
thy faithful Servants, through the Merits of my 
bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, for 
whom my Soul does bleſs and praiſe thee, and in 
whoſe moſt holy Words I ſam up all our Want, 
n 15 , 


Our Father, &e „ 5 
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A Proyer which may "te added 7 to the 
daily Evening-Prayer, on the Lord's 
L200. 8 


Thanks to thee, O Lord my God, for the 
ſpecial Bleſſings of this thy Holy Day. 

That I have been admitted to the great Pri- 
vilege of joining with thy faithful People in 
their Aſſemblies for Publick Worſhip; to offer 
up my Praiſes and Prayers to thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty, in the Name of our Blefſed Redeemer z to- 
hear thy holy Word read; and preach'd by the 
Miniſters of thy Goſpel 5- and that I have had 
farther Opportunities for employing my ſelf 
more privately in thy Worlhip,. d the Care 
of my immortal Soul. 

I earneſtly beſeech thee, O I Lord, -to pardon” 
all the Wanderings and Diſorders of my Mind, 
and whatſoever elſe thou haſt ſeen amiſs in me, 
in my Attendance upon thee 3 and graciouſly- 
to accept my ſincere, tho' weak, Endeavours 
to ſerve thee. 

Cauſe thy Word, which I have heard or 
read, to abide in my Heart, and to bring forth 


1 Again return my moſt humble and hearty- 


Fruit in * Life. 


- 


F 
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Help me, by the Uſe of all the Means of 
Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace and in | 
the Knowledge of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
' Chriſt, fitting me more and more for the ſeeing 
and enjoying thee my God, and my bleſſed Re. 
deemer in the Life to come: And grant, that 
when I ſhall ceaſe to praiſe and ſerve thee with 
thy Saints on Earth, I may continue to be ſo em 
ployed with the Bleſſed Spirits in Heaven. 

IJ heartily. beg the ſame Bleſſings for all ny 
Fellow Chriſtians, recommending them and 
my ſelf to thee my Heavenly Father, through 

© Fefus Chriſt thy Son, our only Mediator anf 
Advocate. , Amen. ak 


1 4 T3 7 | | 5 15 . 
= 4 Morning-Prayer for a Toung 
Eord, my heavenly Father, I humbly- 
my adore thee, as the Maker and Gover- 


Perſon. 
and 80 nor of the World, the Author of my 


oeleing, the Preſerver of my Life, and the Giver 
alf every good Thing. en eee, 
I heartily thank thee for the comfortable Reſt 
hich I have enjoy'd the Night paſt, that thou 
aft OY me in Safety, and raiſed me up in 
lealth. | | 
I bleſs thee for all thy Goodneſs to me, ever 
ce I came into the World, and, eſpecially, for 
e Advantages thou haſt given me, for the In- 
uction and Improvement of my Mind in the 
nowledge of thee, the only true God, and Je- 
s Chriſt my Lord. | h 
Grant, O good God ! that the Senſe of theſe 
Favours, may ſo deeply affect my Heart, 
at I may ſhew forth my Thankfulneſs in the 
hole Courſe of my Life. bf | 
I am thine, O Lord, by Creation, by Re- 
:mption, by my Baptiſm and Chriſtian Pro- 
on, by all the Obligations which thou haſt 
id upon me. I deſire to be thine alſo, by a 
EEE. Lo. — 


O. 


— 


8 A Morning-Projer 
willing Dedication of my ſelf to thee every Day 


Inſtructions which have been given me, and nt 


Superiors, innocent and inoffenſive in my who 
Converſation, faithful and diligent in the Di 
eharge of the Duties of my Place and Calling 
that I may fear and love thee, my God, abo 


ry 


of my Life, and by a conſtant faithful Endes 
your to approve my ſelf to thee. | 
1 beſeech thee, in great Mercy, through th: 
Mediation of my Redeemer, to pardon all my 
paſt Offences, and to enable me by thy Grace 
to diſcern and to amend whatſoever is amiſsin 
me. + 
Help me ever to remember the Chriftia 
Principles which J have learn'd, and the piou 


ver to depart from that good Way, in which! 
have been taught to walk. __. 
+ Tncline my Heart to all that is good, that] 
may be modeſt and humble, true and juſt, tem 
perate and chaſt, reſpectful and obedient to mj 


all ; and may do to all others, as I would the 
mould do unto me. 

Make me perfectly contented with my Cot 
dition, and thankful to thee, who has give 
me all things neceſſary for Life and God lines 
Let thy fgood Providence always take care 
me, as I deſire to place my Truſt and Con 
dence in thee. . | 

Take me, I beſeeeh thee, into thy Protectio 
this Day; keep me, if it be thy good Will, i 
Health and Safety. Preſerve me from the Va 


Alty of my own Heart, aud from the Tempts 


tion 
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tions of the World and the Devil, help me in- 
a Senſe of thy conſtant Preſenee with me, and 
of the Account I am to give unto thee, fo to 
govern all my Thoughts, Words and Actions, 
that I may reflect upon them with Satisfaction 

at the Cloſe of this Day. 1 

Let thy Bleſſing be upon every Member of 
this Family; upon all my Relations and 
Friends; upon all whom Lought, and whom E 
deſire to pray for. 

I humbly commit both my ſelf and them to 
thee, O my God, in the Name of Jeſus Chrift: 
my Saviour, and in the Words Which he hig- 
at I ſelt hath taught me; 
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OST Gracious God, my Heavenly 
Father, as I began, fo I deſire al- 
ways to end the Day, with Bleſſing 

thy holy Name, and begging ' thy 
Fayour. | 1 

. Honour and Worſhip, Praiſe and Thankfgiy- 

ing are due to thee from every underſtanding 
and reaſonable Creature. Theartily bleſs thee, 
that Iam of that Number; and that thou haſt 
moreover reveal'd thy ſelf to me by thy Son 

Feſus Chriſt my Redeemer, and encourag'd me 
to call upon thee in his Name. 

I humbly thank thee for thy daily Care of 
me, and particularly for that good Providence 
which hath been over me the Day paſt; that 
thou haſt preferv'd me from the many Evils, 
to which J am juſtly liable; and haſt beſtowed 
upon me ſo Many govd Things, which I {have 
not deſerved; eſpecially for whatſoever thou 
haſt enabled me to do, which is acceptable in 
thy Sight, and which I can reflect upon with 
Satisfaction. 


I hum- 
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T humbly bewail, O Lord, the great Weak- 
eſs and Corruption of my Nature, and the 
any Errors and Tranſgreſſions of my Life. I 
umbly beg thy Mercy in the Pardon of all my 
Sins, through the Mediation of my Bleſſed Re- 
Jeemer 5 particularly of whatſoever thou haſt > 
een amiſs in me this Day, either in my 
houghts, Words or Actions. | 
Grant, O Lord, that the Senſe of my Un- 
orthineſs may always keep me humble, Work 
n me an unfeigned Repentance for all my Sins, 
ind let the Remembrance of them ever excite 
eto greater Care and Watchfulnefs,Strength- 
n in me every good Purpofe and Reſolution. 
Nhat I Know not, do thou teach me; and 
herein I have done Amiſs, help me to do ſo 

iſt „ | 
Leave me not, O Lord, at any Time to my 
elf, nor in the hands of my Spiritual Enemies. 
reſerve me from thoſe Circumftances that 
o ould prove a Snare or Temptation to me. Let 
hy good Spirit continually enlighten and ſanc- 
fy my Mind, directing and aſſiſting me through 

he whole Courſe of my Life. 
Fill me with a Senſe of my conſtant and en- 
Ire Dependance upon thee, that I may always- 
ommit my ſelf to thy Care, and be ever fatis- 

ed with my Diſpofal. 
Teach me ſo to number my Days, that I may 
apply my Heart to true and Heavenly Wiſdom.. 
elp me fo live in a daily Preparation for my 
great Change, keeping my Conſcience void of: 
0 Oſſences, 
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Offences, both towards Thee and towards Men: 
and to be always ſo employ'd, as I ſhall wif 
I had been at the laſt; that whenſoever thay 
ſhall think fit to call me out of this World, | 
may readily and thankfully exchange it for: 
"ener. - i 

Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy gracioy 
Protection this Night. Preſerve me, if it 
thy good Will, in Health and Safety, ani 
grant me that Reſt which may refreſn my Bod 
and difpoſe me to ſerve thee chearfully both 

Body and Mind the Day enſuing. 


I heartily defire the Good of all Mankind 
and pray unto thee for the Purity, the Peag 
and the Enlargement of thy holy Church; fo 
the Direction and Aſſiſtance of all its Goyet 
nors and Paſtors, particularly. thoſe, unde 
whoſe Guidance I am plac'd ; for the Welkar 
of my Country; for a Bleſſing upon the Kin 
and all in Authority under him; for the Rt 
lief and Comfort of all that are in Aﬀiction 
for all my Friends and Relations; beſeechingq 
thee to hear and to accept me, and all that caſh * 
upon thee, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt ou | 
only Lord and Saviour, who hath taught «i 
thus to pray. F iſ 
EET 1 
Our Father, &. ce 
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RY The true Motion of Pleaſure ſtated. 
ion x | Bog * 
nig OT HING ſo frequently prejudices 
t call Men againſt a good Life as the 


frightful Imaginations | they have 
entertain'd concerning the {ſevere 
iſcipline that neceſſarily attends it: | 

They imagine that if they once conſent to 
ecome Religious, they from that very inſtant 
id adieu to all that is pleaſant and agreeable 
id give themſelves henceforward intirely up 


: * 


auſtere and conſtant Labours. 
Upon which Account it is that they 2 
eir Ears to the Charmer, charm he never ſo 


iſelyß, and the juſteſt Deſcriptions of Virtue 


ve little or no Influence on them. For 
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For under this Prepoſſeſſion they look upaſt! 
them as fallacious Arguments to decoy and 
cheat the Credulons. Wherefore till thi! 
_ Miſtake be rectified we are fixed in our Sing, 
and can have little Proſpect of Deliveranc 
from the Slavery of them. 

But when once we begin to ſee that Plex 
ſure is no ſuch inconſiſtent Thing with Virtuz 
as our own Fancies have often repreſented it 
- when once our own Experience can teſtify thi 
on the contrary Goodneſs reaches out to us th 


tion has a Power to refreſh and bleſs us, the 
we ſhall be ready for Conviction, prepared f 
the Side of Religion, and eaſily won to thaſÞcc 
n—_—wewwww 225 " 

Now if we conſult either our own Reaſat 
or the revealed Will of God, they both agre 
in this; that tho! ſome Difficulties are to bY 
conquer d, tho' our Sinful Luſts and unrul 
Paſſions are to be ſubdued, tho* Virtues 
which we are accuſtomed are to be gained, af 
fo the Gate becomes ſtrait and the Way nat 
row; yet forall this the Practice of Religiol 
is very pleaſant. Shad 

It is pleaſant, as beſt ſuited to the refina 
Senſations of an intellectual Being, and not ut 
terly irreconcileable with the groſſer PerceptionPur 
of our Body fe far as they are innocent an 
lawful; which is as far as they can be calle 
pleaſant too, all beyond being nauſeous an 
unnatural; fo far highly conſiſtent 1 0 

th 


? 
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pollirhey are, not interrupted, but in ſeveral. Re- 

aul ſpects heightn'd by 7 — La order to make 

thi his plain, I ſhall enquire, 

in 1. What the true Notion of Pleaſure is. 

ina 2. How the Ways of Religion are pleaſant. 
Firſt, what: the true Notion of Pleaſure is. 

For 'tis obvious that many are quite out in 

tu their Apprehenſions of it. Whilſt ſome make 

J itt the ſame with Beaſtiality and Voluptuouſtefs, 


thalbthers place it in empty Speculation, and not 
th few according to their depraved Humours, 
An growing rich and great. 


But had ſuch Perſons a right Notion of Plea- 
ure in its due Extent and Latitude, ad they 
deen thoroughly informed wherein it conſiſts 
nd how it operates, they would have ſought 
or it ſomewhere elſe, in ſomething more com- 
pleat and laſting, more adapted to their Nature, 
nd ſo in Reality more pleaſant and delightful. 
W hereas conſulting no other Guide beſides 
hoſe blind undiſcerning ones their Senſes, they 
itch upon wrong Objects, which humane Na- 
ure without being debaſed, and inured to by 
zuſtom, can have little reliſh in 
Tis certain that our Souls are deſigned for 
igher joys than any here below, too capaci- 
dus in their Deſires and Aſpirations, of too 
ure an Eſſence to be confined to the limited, 
mperfect Satisfactions of Senſe 53 that tho 
hey fall vaſtly ſhort of their original native 
Purity, yet retain (while uncorrupted) ſtrong 
eſires after it, and 3 not be bowed down 
_ 4 


the! 
fe 
che 


aſa 
gre 
o bt 
ul 
S i 
ant 
nar 


gil 
fine 


t ut 
tio 
. ani 
alla 
dall 
the! 
the 


94 The continual Plea fur ure of 


to earthly Pleaſures, nor wholly” pb nd by 
them, unlefs Conſtraint aud Cuſtom Preval 
againſt them. | 

Thoſe that take no Delight in the Servic 
of God and virtuous Actions, that delight in 
al moſt every thing beſides, are to be eſteeme( 
of as miſled, peryerted Wretehes, that han" 
been at great Pains, and beſtowed much Art tq 
bring themſelves to a wrong Taſte, and han 
in the End accompliſhed it. 

*Tis very wonderful to obſerve what Variety 
there is in People's Pleaſure, not only in diff 
rent People, but in the ſame Man; how th 
chief, the ſole Pleaſure of one Perſon is th 
ſettled Averſion of another; how what juſt no 
we are delighted with, by and by we hate an a 
ioath; what now we dread and avoid, after 
wards we eagerly. proſecute and defire. Whend He 
we may collect that by Time and Uſe, Meffen 
are brought to like what they ought not, al! av 
to diſlike what they ought, 18 

And if we enquire how it comes to paſs, | 
ſeerns to proceed from a wrong Judgment « 


Wh XX a... too ac 


el 
1 


the Nature of Pleaſure, which is placed chil: in 
in the Mind, becauſe by Virtue of that alone ug 
is that we are capable of any manner of Seu. 


and ſo of all Degrees of Pleaſure too. otl 


The Body without this is a lifeleſs, inſenſ 
ble Lump, not affected with either Pain or Ple 
ſure, void of Action and of Suffering; intire 
diveſted of all Excellence, and reduced 
the Level of a Block or Stone. But wh 

actuat 


4 


ate 
le 
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by actuated by the Soul, that immortal think- 
ing Principle, then it aſſumes quite other 
Perfections, and is enabled to ſhare in what it 


t i feels. 

Ye Here we are to take a View. of Pleaſure, 
which upon the Reſidence of this heavenly Gueſt 
in our earthly Tabernacles; appears to be no 


ble; ſuitable I mean to our firſtunbya'd Na- 
ure, not to the Corruptions contracted by Sin. 
And this Suitableneſs is of two Sorts, belong- 
thing either to our Bodies or to our Minds, For 
tho, as I obſerved, the Soul by the Source of 
u Pleaſures, as tis the Seat of Perception, 
Ind ſo in that Senſe all Pleaſure may be attri- 
uted-to it, as all is derived from it; yet ſome 
Pleaſures in the Soul being the Reſult of inno- 
ently gratifying. our bodily Senſes; others 
aving a more immediate Relation to the Pow- 
rs and. Faculties of our Minds, they may very 
ell be thus diſtinguiſhed.. | 
The true Notion of Pleaſure therefore is a 
rateful eaſie Senſe ariſing from the right Ap- 
Wlication of proper Objects to their reſpective 
rgans, or from a juſt Repeſentation of Truth 
othe Underſtanding, or a right Choice of 
ood in the Will. 


= All this is pleaſant for no other Cauſe but as 
* natural ; tis true and real Pleaſure as tis eſti- 


ated by unprejudiced Judges, not perverted 


P nth of Time, or by familiar Uſe, which. 
Ea make 


enjoys, as well as to bear a part in what it 


ore than an Apprehenſion of ſomething ſuita- 
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of Irreligion and Prophaneneſs to be not oll 


Truth of theſe contradictory Pretenſions, bi 


on; which I ſhall explain in two Obſervation 


make light the heavieſt Burthens, and render 


the moſt odious and unpalatable Exerciſes, i t 
the Eyes of thoſe who practiſe them, amiabt 4 
and delightful. t 

The general Notion of Pleaſure being brief 

ſettled, we are to conſider a little what it is 8 E 


aim at, when we would determine concerning *c 
up Pleaſantneſs or the Troubles of a Courſe i 5 

1 

The Sinner ſays his Ways, the Waysof Si E 
and Folly, are the only pleaſant Ways, an 
frankly owns *tis upon that Account he chuſy 
them. He does not love to abridge himſel 
of any Pleaſures, and fo hates the Doctrin 
that forbids them. we 

On the other hand the Good in all Ages 
have from Experience affirmed, and the Scrij 
tures pronounce the Ways of Religion ani 
Virtue to be the Ways of Pleaſures the Way 


in the End Ways of Death, but in the mean" 
time Ways of Uneaſineſs and Diſquiet. 
There is no ſure Method of difcovering th 


by examining into the proper meaning of Plea 
fant and Unpleafant, as applied on this Occa 


 1jz. When we ſay ſuch a Courſe of Life o 
ſuch Ways are pleafant and ſuch others unples: 
fant, we do not mean that either of them ar 
abſolutely ſo unalloy d, that the one has no Con 
forts, the other no Troubles attending it 1 

PM Fal 


a Religious Life; y 
For while on Earth we muſt expect a Mix- 
ture of Good and Evil promiſcuouſly blended 
in all Conditions of Life, without being exemp- 
ted from Misfortunes, or cloy'd with Succefles. 
Wicked Men may perhaps expect perfect 
Happineſs from the Ways of Sin, imagine them 
to be ſecurity from all Dangers, and wholly 
made up of Joys and Pleaſures; but a little 
Experience will ſoon eonvince them of their 
Error, and (one would think) ſhould oblige 
them to retreat when they perceive they are 
Minpoſed _ 12 85 
= Thoſe who engage in a Courſe of Virtue do 
not in the leaſt ſuppoſe that they fhall meet 
with no Tryals, nothing unacceptable and un- 
gel pleaſant to them; rather they are aſſured of, 
and prepare againſt Difficulties, 
be Pleaſures they look for from Religion, 
Wtho' they be the higheſt, nobleſt Pleaſures, 
et are only imperfect and accompanied with 
much Regret and Sorrow. 2800 
This Negative Notion of a pleaſant Way is 
onfirmed by the Obſervation of almoſt every 
our of our Lives, in which a good Man feels 
ſomething of the Sweets of Piety, and is al- 
ays ſenſible of the Labours and Adverſity that 
he beſt of Saints have undergone in the ſteady 
Practice of it. | 3 
les As to the Pleaſures of the Body, ſuch as 
aregour Senſes miniſter, theſe are the Pleaſures 
Fr I 3 that 


Fol 
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that the Sinner boaſts of; but then we are to r 
remember, that he can't poſſibly even in his a 
own Way be conſtantly fupplied by them. b 
For not to mention the neceſſary Abſence of 
Objects to be enjoyed, or of Appetite to en-M v 
joy, which are conſiderable Diminutions of the Wi 
Epicure's Happineſs, and the Repetition and ir 
Continuance of them change their veryNatures, i o 
and turn them into mere Loathſomneſs and Ab- at 
horrence. W 
So that if the Sinner was never deprived of 
Opportunities to gratify and indulge all his 
five Senſes together; allowing he could com: 
mand the Univerſe for his Pleafures, he would 
not nevertheleſs be abſolutely free from Grief 
and Pain, by reafon of his Delights in the end 
proving ſuch to him. 
.» Fhen as to the Pleaſures of the Mind, th 
Wicked has hardly any thought of theſe : How: 
ever the Troubles of it are what he can't beſſ 
unacquainted with; nothing ſo diſturbing his 
Repoſe in the midſt of Luxury and fenſual De- 
lights, as the Clamours and Oppoſition of a 
guilty Confcience. ho 
Thus we ſee how ridiculous it is for the po 
Wicked, eſpecially under fo many Diſadvanta- the 
ges, to: talk of his Ways being all pleaſant andi (an 
—_—_ . £2 joy 
Tis true of the Righteous too, who tho! their. He 
Eſtate in this Reſpe be infinitely preferable toſ pre 
the others; tho it be really laſtingly plea- of 
fant, (as I ſhall ſh&w by and by) yet tis by no 
© means 


3 
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to means compleatly ſo, being only begun here, 
his and to be conſummated hereafter. Which 
brings me to the 
ef 24 Obſervation, upon what we mean when 
en · we ſay ſuch a Courſe of Living is pleaſant, and 
the ſuch an one is not fo. That we do not mean it 
and in either Caſe abſolutely, as tho nothing of the 
res, one were to be found in the other, both unmix'd 
Ab-Wand perfect, has been proved already; from 
whence we may gather, 
do 241y, That theſe Expreſſions are only meant 
his compar atively,ſo as to denote that the Pleaſures 
om · Jof the oge are more delightful, or more certain 
uld than the Pleaſures of the other. 
rief That whereas the Ways of fin are full of 
end Trouble, debarring us the divine Pleaſure of 
Pour better Part, and bringing upon us the Mi- 
ſeries and Confuſions of it, which are beyond 
Mall bodily Pain, the Ways of Religion have the 
inexpreſſible Comforts of an appeaſed God and 
a good Mind. 

Whereas the one places his full Hopes and 
Expectations in the mutable, unſatisfying, dif 
honourable Gratifications of his Senſes, in op- 
poſition to the Laws of Reaſon and Religion; 
the other poſlcfles all the innocent, lawful 

(and therefote al the valuable and pleaſant) En- 
joyments of Senſe, without the Reluctancy and 
jeir Horror of his Conſcience, and with the Ap- 
tof probat ion, the triumphant glorious Applauſes 


ea-Mof a well inform'd Guide. 


no „ Since 
ans? . . 
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Since then no ſuch thing as pure, untainted 
Pleaſure is any where to be met with; inc: 
Virtue and Vice have both of them ſome Alloy, 
our Buſigeſs is only by the ſure Rules of natu. 
ral and revealed Light, atteſted and confirme( 
by our own and others Experience, to deter 
mine in Favour of ti:it Side, which with Re 
gard to the Zaſe and Pleaſure of both Boch 
and Min:! is beſt fitted for us. 

The wicked in this Choice reflects but little 
jaſt imagines a finful Courſe of Life to alloy 
him greateſt Liberty to pleaſe his Senſes; and 
ſo without going further to the Pleaſures of the 
Mind, or deeply fearching into thoſe of th: 
Body, he blindly engages in a wrong Cauk 
and having no Notion of the Satisfactions of the 
_ he confines himfelf to the Delights of a 

aft, 8 
Hitherto of the true Notion of Pleaſure 
which I have endeavoured to reſcue from tht 
unjuſt, irrational Interpretations of Senſualiſtz 
who reſtrain it altogether to tht lower ſordid 
Delights of Fleſh, and having likewiſe applied 
this to the preſent Subject, by ſhewing in what 


Senſe a Way or Courſe of living may be judg 


ed pleaſant or unpleaſant + ſhould proceed to 


the | ; 
Second General propoſed, viz. To enquire 

how the Ways of Religion are Ways of Plea: 

fantneſs, of which in the next Chapter. 


Cu 


nel © HA P. IE. 


fer. 4 

Re 14 ferions Enquiry how the Ways of Religion's are 
00] the Ways of Pleaſant neſs. 

* Aving given a general Notion of Pleaſure 
— in the foregoing Chapter, I proceed to 


the Second Head, namely to enquire how the 
Ways of Religion are Ways of Pleaſantneſs 3 
where I ſhall ſpeak I, of .rhe.. Pleaſures of © 
WSenſe; 24ly, of 5 Pleaſures, of the Mind; 
And 340, of the Cone Nene "of both theſe 70. 
pt | 1 r 5 
„For the Plea oft; of Senſes . Perhaps it 

Mr ſeem a little dd to place theſe amongſt . 
religious Pleaſures 3; but jf av conſider that 
hey are by no means forbidden us by Religion, 
we may and ought in a fair State of Things to. 
ake them into 'the Account, inaſmuch as one 
great Advantage is, that tho' the unrighteous 
areutterly inſenſible of the Joys and Comforts 
of Virtue, and are without all Sharein them 3, 
yet the Good Man enjoys his full Portion of the 
other Pleaſures, as much of them as he need 
leaWdefire 5 or can in reaſon wiſh for. 
When we engage ourſelves in the Service of 

, God (which is perfect Freedom) we are not 
A 


Junder any obligation to ane intirely 1 3 
e 


ure 
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the World; without ever converſing amongf 
our Fellow Creatures, and enjoying the Bene- 
fits and- the innocent Amuſements of Society, 

The World is not renounced in Baptiſm, but 
the Pomps and Vanities, the Sins and Follies of 
_: "It. Theſe we are conſtantly to make head againſt. 
 Herelies our Strife; this is our Chriſtian War. 
fare. We are not called to retreat, but to 
fight; not to ſhun the Adverſary, but to reli 
and overcome him. | , 

And this Conqueſt is not to be made over 
our Senſes, but only over their unreaſonable 
and extravagant Demands, when they would 
go beyond their Bounds, incline us to do Evil, 
„ or hinder us from doing good, then we are to 
recall, and check them; but within their Li. 
mits they may always innocently and for the 
moſt part ſafely be complyed with. | 

The Eye and Ear may be entertain'd with 
a vaſt Variety of Objects that have no Tenden- 
cy to Evil, that rather promote our Good; and 
Religion is far from denying them this Enter- 
tainment, which is as fatisfattory to Men of 


Virtue as to the moſt vitious Wretch, whoſ 


whole Happineſs is placed therein. 


And the ſame is equally true of all the De- 
lights and Pleaſures that we receive from our 
Senſes, conſider'd either by our ſelves alone, 


or in Society with other People. They arc 
only regulated by Religion, not extirpated by 
it zand the Regulation is ſo mild and eaſy, that 


# 


bot] 


ar 


it ters 


* 
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elt it cuts off nothing but the Excrefcences, the 
ne. ſuperfluous wieldy Parts of Pleaſure, or elſe 
ty. ſuch parts as on other Accounts would prove 
but I prejudicial to us, leaving untouch'd the Pith 
zel Wand Kernel of them, permitting us freely to 
nſt, Wparticipate of the pure Stream ſeparated from 
ar- the Impurities and Filth that, moleſt the 
to wicked. +75 1 jo 
And here I might deſcend to particular Tn- 
ſtances, and ſhew in all the ſeveral Pleaſures of 
human Life, that the virtuous and well-dif- 
poſed Chriſtians loſe nothing of the Force and 
pirit of them, , that he has all that the great- 
eſt Maſters of Voluptuouſneſs can pretend to 
: tofivalue in them. 2 
I confeſs good Conduct and exact Manage- 
ent is required to avoid being overtaken 
whilſt we allow our ſelves the Pleaſures of the 
orld) by the Corruptions that cleave to 
them. 1 1 
and This has appeared ſo nice a Task, that many 
ter. have rather choſen to abandon human Society, 
han to be ſo continually alarmed with the ſpi- 
ritual Dangers they are expos'd to in it. 5 
However, methinks this muſt be granted, 
that he is more heroick that baffles ſach po- 
tent Enemies (and they can never ſtand it out 
againſt our ſincere Endeavours and the Grace of 
od aſſiſting them) than he that diſtruſting 
both theſe, flyes to Rocks and Caves of the 
arth, or to the equally ſilent Receſſes of Cloiſ- 
ers and Monaſteries for ſhelter. 


240 
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24H, We are next to view the Pleaſures of the a 
Mind, which we may venture to call the reli. 
gious Man's Propriety; for the nobleſt and 
moſt elevated Pleaſures of the Soul are what 
belong to none beſides, what the wicked have 
no manner of Title to. ; | | 
And here ſure I need not go about to;pron 
that the immortal Principle of Life and Res. 
ſon within us is capable of being ſatisfied and 
pleaſed, to the full as capable as the Body is, or 
rather much more ſo, as the Body without this 
has no Perception; I ſay I may, tis to be hop 
ed, preſume there is little Neceſſity for Pro 
of this, which even the moſt deſperate Sinne 
{if his Underſtanding be not as much darken 
as his Will is vitious) can't but agree to. 
When his rojects ſucceed, when Things g 
well with him, he muſt perceive his Mint 
ſomething eaſy and lightſome, leſs dejectei 
with Deſpair and Melancholy, and more abot 
the diſtracting Thoughts of what ſhall be her, 
after. | tur 
So every one is furniſhed with the beſt of Ar 
guments, Experience; every one has a ſort 0 
Glimpſe, a rude imperfect Knowledge, a diſtan 
confuſed View of thoſe divine Repaſts that thi 
good Chriſtian, feeds upon, and which nothing 
but a pious Life can give us poſſeſſion of. 
A confuſed View indeed it is, the Joys ant 
Delights of Religion being inexpreſſibly grea 
ter and more glorious than can be conceive 
by thoſe who do not feel them, or expreſſec 


4114 
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e and deſcribed by thoſe ks do: And if the 
li- Shadow be ſo pleaſing, Lord ! how raviſning 
ud and tranſporting muſt the Subſtance be??? 
at! But to ſhew more fully the Pleaſures that 
ne Religion affords the Mind, we muſt take No- 
tice that they depend upon two Things. F 
ml 1/, The Diſpoſition and due Qualifications 
ez- of the Subject. And of wy 

24ly, The Nature and Degrees of.the ObjeQ. 
Fir, The Pleaſures of the Mind depend 
extremely upon the right Diſpoſition of all its. 
Faculties, and the due Qualiſications of them. 
[When theſe are out of Order, there is no Ad- 
mittance for Pleaſure, tho“ we were careſs'd 
with all the choiceſt Things imaginadle, | 

The Root of all our Diſorders in Mind is 
Sin. This confounds and perplexes the Un- 
derſtanding, corrupts and prejudices the Will, 
and lets looſe, like ſo many fierce ungovern'd 
Monſters, all our Paſſions. 

In ſuch an univerſal Hurry, ſuch preterna- 
tural Flames and Tumults, the Soul is utterly 
incapacitated for Pleaſures, and wholly given 
Yup to Pain and Grief. 

This makes it impoſſible for the wicked to 
Jenjoy any ſettled Peace: This makes them toſs 
ing to and fro like the Waves of the Sea, and caſt 
Pup perpetual Filth and Mire. They have indeed 
fome Portion of the Pleaſures of the Virtuous, 
the Pleaſures of Senſe 5 but the Uneaſineſs of 
their Minds turns all their boaſted Liberty and 
* of Licentiouſneſs into Confuſion and In- 
K quietude, 
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quietude, and thereby puts them much behind 
the Religious in thoſe very Delights, in which 
alone, they can pretend to have the Advantage 
of them. | 

I pray what can comfort us when the Mind 
is diſconſolate? How inſipid are the beſt Enjoy. MW | 
ments to a wounded Spirit? When this darts 
its bitter Arrows, what can guard off the Blow  : 

«or relieve the Patient? How helpleſs and miſe Wl 1 
:rable are thoſe who endure the Rage and Ago a 
:nics of a reproving angry Conſcience ? 

On the contrary, how joy ful and bleſſed muſt 
their Condition be who have a Mind always 
ready to receive-Happineſs, who by keeping all 
'the-Facultics of their Souls cleanſed: and gar. 
-niſhed, not polluted or inraged by Sin, are ex. 
act iy qualified for the Pleaſures, the abject lower 
Pleaſy res of their Senſes, and for the better and 
-more proper manly Pleaſures of the Mind? How 
muſt this Felicity be increaſed, if we remem- 
ber, that as they have a Soul regulated for theſe th 
Purpoſ.s, and therefore want no Diſpoſition in w. 
the Subject, ſo likewiſe they have Objects of the on 
pureſt Nature, in the higheſt Degrees proporti-| O! 
onable to the Soul, and beſt adapted to the no- all 
bleſt Pleaſures of it > Which was the ſecondÞl cre 
Thing! obſerved, the Pleaſures of our Minds for 
depended on. 7 
Cod and his propitious Providence 3 the myſ-Þl R. 
terious Diſpenſations of unerring Jultice, re- O. 

conciled with condeſcending Mercy 3 the ſtu- ou! 


os Effects of omni potent Power and all- 
knowing 
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knowing Wiſdom in the Creation of Heaven, 
with the Hoſts thereof above, and of Earth 
and all Things here below, are Themes of un-- 
fathomable Extenr, where the Underſtanding, . 
will find Store of Matter freſh and ſublime, to 
be for ever employ'd upon; where the good 
Man's Underſtanding, who at a great diſtance: 
reveres what none of the Angels comprehend, 
will abound and overflow with tremenduousAwe: 


| and raviſhing.Admiration. . 


With what Contempt will he look from theſe - 
delightful Heights upon the moſt-ſbining Profs 


fers that the World can make him? What will 


he think of the Stupidity of earthly-minded- 
Men, who confine themfelves:to ſich poor fleet- 
ing beggarly Entertainments; and never raiſe 
their Souls to their proper deſigned Objects, or 
elſe by reaſon of Guilt, find nothing but Hor- 
ror and Conſternation in them? „ 
Such and innumerable more are the Pleaſures- 
that Religion furniſhes our Underſtandings-- 
with, while it raiſes that preſiding Faculty of 
dur Natures: above the mean and inſignificant 
Objects of this World, which the wicked ſpend 
all their Thoughts about, as if they had been 
created meer Earth-worms; only to dig and toil - 
for Nouriſnment. 7 

There is another Advantage too, with which 
Religion is attended; the Enlightening of the 
Underſtanding, by the Bleſſing of God, upon 
our on Induſtry, if not as ſome have ima- 
K. 2 Sir d 
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gin'd) by his more immediate Influence in Caſs , 
of extreme Urgency. _ L 

By keeping God's Teſtimonies, it was that Ds P 
wid grew wiſer than the Aged; wiſer than his R 
moſt ſubtle Enemies. And he who ſhall ob. 
ferve what Trouble the Darkneſs and Ignorance 
of our Minds produces, how anxious and pet. 
plexed they render us, will eaſily allow that the 
being directed by fure and immovable Maxims 
of Truth plainly laid before us, and the having 
moreover a firm Aſſurance of divine Aids in all 
greater Emergencies, muſt needs be wondrou: 
pleaſant, free us from much Diſquietude of 
Thought, and much Folly and Sin in Action. 
Then for the hd, that is made eaſy by at 
| raining its full Happineſs by Religion, which 
keeps it (as was before hinted) upright and un 
biaſs'd, and gives it ſuch ſort of Objects, and 
the highs ff Meaſures of them, as it deſires an 
Wiſhes for. 

Truth belongs to the Underſtanding, and Gon 
and Evil to the wil. The wil acquieſces it 
and is pleaſed with Good; is highly exaſperated 


and diſpleaſed with Evil. I ſhall only now tre , a 
of Moral Good and Evil, and ſhew how t 1 
Ways of Religion are pleaſant with reſpect 5 
that. * 

Mr. Hobbs has advanced with wonted aſl . 
Trance, the Foundation of Good and Evil to b E | 
no lower laid than the Cuſtoms or Conſtituti os 


ons of a Country. But tis ſtrange that 1 
* R WA 


pitted 
Reaſon-could ever gain Ground againſt it. To 


who had hpi enough to ** ſo ſub» 
lime a Truth, ſhould never be able to teach the 
Practice of it. With all his Artifice and deep 
Reſearches he could not alter the old Courſe, 
could not make the leaſt Evil, though ſecret 
and undetected, pleaſing to the Mind; nor the 
jeaſt Good, though remote and unſeen, unaccep- 


table to it. "Good and Evil were (till eſtabliſh d, 
till the one was cloſed with by the Will, and 


pleaſed it, the other in its Eſteem” was ſtilþ 

odious. And: ſure that's an inveterate Cuſtom: © 
indeed, that not the united Forces of Nature, 
by Mr. Hobbe's demonſtrable Rules of 


be ſure if twas only a Cuſtom to be pleaſed with 
ood, ſome forward Sparks, that, are above 


Tradition , and. ſcorn Confinement, would one 
time or other have withſtood it. And ng one 


aving ever yet, througha long Series of Gene- 
ations, been able to do ſo, we conclude none 
ver will, which inclines us to think it impoſ- 
ible any ever ſhould, becauſe. the Nature of 
Things is on the other Side. 

'Tis natural for the Will to be delighted and 
aken with good Actions; to be diſcompoſed, 
frighten'd and amazed at evil ones. This Flea» 
Ire is either antecedent to the Action, and is 
elt in thinking and contriving how to do good, 
r ſubſequent to it, and is known by the Com- 
orts of reflecting on it when done. 

Both theſe, I hope, we all know to be more 
an * Delights; to be real ſolid Joys, 


K 3 ſuch 
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ſuch as the Worldling has little ſhare in, ana 
ſuch as infinitely excel his ſtudied cloying Artz © 
of Refreſhment and Diverſion. t 

O how raviſhing, how tranſporting are the 
Thoughts of one Day well fpent ! (and I mo 
| heartily recommend to your Perufal a ſmall Pk 
per, intitul'd, The Way to ſpend one Day well) 
How comfortable are a Reflections of having 
employ'd a ſingle Hour in Offices of Picty and 
Mercy ? 

«© In Time of Afﬀi ain; Old Age, or at the 
« Approach of Death, the Remembrance d 
cc our good and charitable Deeds will ſign ge) 
“ chear and fupport our Spirits under all tht 
c Calamities and Troubles we may meet wif 
ec jn this State. When this World and the F# 
« ſhion of it is vaniſned and gone ; when th 
« Pangs of Death are juſt raking hold of us 

< and we are ready to ſtep into another World; 
cc what a ſeaſonable and comfortable Refreſl 
« ment then will it be to look back upon be 
ce well ſpent Life; to conſider with our ſclye di 
« how faithfully we have improved thofe Ia #- 
« tents God hath intruſted us with, how well wi 
& we have husbanded our Time, Eſtates, Parts ro 
. Reputation, Learning, and Authority for the 
« Glory of God, and the Good of Mankind? in 
« Nay further, our good Works will appear ha 
« and plead for us before God's Tribunal, and H 
« will procure us for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt ble 
ec at the ands of our merciful God, a glorioug in: 
7 Wee peter at the Reſurrection ot the 1 all 

8 | 0 
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Hor are the Paſſions, thoſe uſual Diſturbers 
i our Eaſe (if govern'd as they ought and as 
the good Man governs them) leſs pleaſant and 
delightful than the Underſtanding and the Will. 

LOy E, when placed on God is a moſt ſweet 
and comfortable Thing; has infinitcly more of 
the Charms of Loye here below, without any 
of the Diſappointments or Croſſes of it. 

FE AR, that among Men is often ground- 
leſs, ſeldom otherwiſe than raſh and impetuous; 
when it has a merciful Father for its Object, is 
ſedate and calm, compoſed and gentle, and 
yields rare unſpeakable Delights, tho' attended 
with an holy Awe, which to many ſeems ineon- 
fitent with Pleaſure. This agrees likewiſe to 
all the other Paſſions, which would take up a 
great deal of Time to go through particularly. 

Before I proceed to fpezk of the good Agree- 
ment betwixt the Pleaſures of the Body and the 
Mind as tempered by Religion, I can't forbear 
beſeeching you to ſtop a little, and admire the 
divine Harmony of the Soul, where the Duder- 

anding is reſcued from Error and Ignorance 3 
where the ill is pliant, and the Paſſions gence 
rous. 

Harmony ſo noble, that were it to be attain'd 
in Perfection here, we could defire, and ſhould 
hardly want another Heaven hereafter. ®Tis 
Heaven, at leaſt the beſt and moſt perfect Em- 


Mt} blem here on Earth: *Tis what the moſt know- 


ing Heathens directed their Endeavours to, but 
all their Endeavours could never obtain it. 
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tue of God's bleſſed Spirit concurring with his 


loſophy, make greater Progreſs: towards Many, 


Man. Thus much of the Pleaſures of both B» 
dy and Mind, I come now in the - 


112 The continual Pleaſure of 
A Chriſtian in a great Degree may by Veri 1 
own ſincere Endeavours, out- go the wiſeſt Phi. 


ſupreme Happineſs than ever the admired Pro- K 
feflors of Wiſdom: after all their Toil and Stu. 
dy could pretend to. For alas !- their Rule B 
were ſublime and excellent, but never could be 
Put in Practice; they were above the Sphere 
of human Power, and calculated for ſome high 
er unbodied Being than for poor degenerate 


Third and Laſt Place, to take a tranſient 
View of the Conſifency of them, which we ſhall 
perceive to bean Addition (and a very conſider: 
able one) to the Pleaſantneſs of Religion. 

Man being made up of two equally effential 
(tho* not equally noble) Parts, he can't be hap 
py without poſſeſſiug the Perfections of both, 
Our Bodies are to be raiſed incorruptible and 
immortal, that we may be compleatly happy in ( 
the better World; by reaſon of the many una 
voidable Decays and Failures, the many Cafual- 


ties which we are expoſed to, tis impoſſible we tuo 


fhould be ſo in chic. For 
However, we are not looking here for abſo- 
lute entire Pleaſure, ſuch belonging only to the 


bleſſed Inhabitants of the New Frruſalem, but eg 
for the higheſt and moſt ſubſtantial Pleaſures Sen 
that we can arrive at in this earthly Pilgrimage. Nn 
Theſe we affirm to be evidently fouud in a Fe- our 
. e Lgious 
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lirious Life, as on the foregoing Accounts, ſo. 
Wikewiſe on this, that the Pleaſures of the Body 
in a good Man are heighten'd and improved by 
the Peaceableneſs and Serenity of his Soul, and 
that the innocency and Delights of the Mind 
make us at leiſure for the Enjoyments of the 
Body, and capable of reliſhing them. | 
Fhe terrible Reverſe of all this is true of the 
vicked Man: He is fretted and diſcompoſed 
ithin, and therefore nothing of theſe outward 
z Objects (which are ſo ſweet and pleaſing, and 
omfortable to the Religious) can much affect 
him; his very Senſuality has a deep Mixture of 
nal Call and Bitterneſs, and of the Terrors of the 
\lmighty. Fe 
For when the Soul is uneaſy - (and Sin always: 
akes it ſo) the whole Frame is out of order, 
and no earthly Delights can bring Relief or 
Succour to it. But when that is our Friend 
and ſpeaks Peace and Joy, then we are fitted for 
the moſt refined Senſations of the Body, and in 
a Condition of being happy without them. The 
onliſtency therefore of the Pleaſures of the Bo- 
ly and Mind is a mighty Increaſe of the vir- 
WEtuous Perſon's Proſperity, and makes the Ways 
Pf Religion the moſt pleaſant and delightful 
o- ays that can be thought of. 
he I have now done with what 1 at firſt propoſ- 
ed to treat of, having ſhewed how and in what 
Jenſe the Ways of Religion are Ways of Plea- 
Jantneſs. They do not will us to hang down 
Pour Heads like a Bulruſh, nor doom us-to an 
0 FR. abſurd: 
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abſurd and perpetual Melancholy. No, the of 
are ſo far from abridging, that they rathe! pla 
- heighten and increaſe our Pleaſure. _ VI 
They are not abſolurely and intirely pleaſant re 
however, that is no Diſadvantage, becauſe Mel 
folate and intire Pleaſure is no where. to be mec. 
with in this World. he 
Veet they are infinitely more pleaſint than the le 
Ways of Sin, that even in their boaſted Exec le 
lencies-of bodily Pleaſures they. far out-do them nd 
That the Pleaſures-of the Mind are enjoy * 
by good. Chriſtians to the full, as Religion hallif * 
duly- qualified them for them, and affords OW 8 
jects, ſuitable noble Objects for the Entertang} N 
ment of them. | tl 


Finally, if we reflect on the nice Tempen 
ture that Religion makes of theſe two ſeeming t. 
oppoſite Pleafures, they both meet to pleaſe ani I 
ſatisfy thoſe that walk in the Ways of Virtue, 0 


I conclude the whole with obſerving one t 
quiſite Condition to make the Ways of Religi 
(which we have ſhewn to be in themſelves ple U 
ant) to be ſo to us, viz. that we be very conſtant tt 
and go on with all i mag inable eme in u m 


Pur ſuit of Vir tue. al 
The Sinner does not pretend that Novice Cl 
and young Beginners in the Trade of Vice, ſhall it 


reliſh the Satisfactions of it. Time and Diligend 


will wear off, ſay they, ſome fooliſh little Pi “e 
judices that will at firſt moleſt you. | 18 
But we know this is all Deluſion 5 yet it a Pt 


-fords. us this uſeful 3 that what is i ri 
Je 


* 
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a retence there, is in the Ways of Religion more 
" illingneſs of the Fleſh are to be ſtruggled with 
're we come to taſte the divine Joys of doing 
ell. It calls for an earneſt uninterrupted Pro- 
ecution ; the faint and languiſhing Efforts of 
he Inconſtant and Lazy, can never make us ſen- 
ble that the Ways of Religion are Ways of 
leaſfantneſs; ſuch will account them tedious 
nd intolerable, © But if we would take Pains 
to inure and accuſtom our ſelves to religious 
Acts, we ſhould find by Degrees they would 
grow natural and eaſy to us, and our Souls 
would be ſo habituated and diſpoſed to them, 
that we ſhould upon all Occaſions exert them 
with greateſt Freedom and Inlargement. And 
then we ſhould begin to feel and reliſh the 
Pleaſure of them, and in every vigorous Ex- 
erciſe of every Virtue of religious Life, we 
ſhould have ſuch lively Foretaſtes of the ce- 
leſtial Happineſs as would continually excite 
us to exerciſe them more vigorouſly, and ſtill 
the more vigorouſly we exerted them, the 
more of Heaven we ſhould taſte in them; 
and ſo the. Vigour of our Virtue would in- 
creaſe the Pleaſure of it, and the Pleaſure of 
it increaſe its Vigour, till both are perfected 
and grown up into the bleſſed State of Hea- 
ven. Wherefore as we love Pleaſure, which 
is the greateſt Invitation to Action, let us be 
Perſuaded once for all to make a thro' Expe- 
riment of a religious Life; let us comform 

| | < our 


plainly verified. For ſome Difficulties and Un- 


FT 


ec 


the Apprehenſion of Dangers, nor the Af 
rance of Temptations; but let us aim at; 


- whoſe Preſence is Fulueſs of Joy, and at whi 
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our ſpiritual Faculties to the heavenly Stats 
and ſet our Affections on things above. Le 
us be frequently contemplating and loving, 
praiſing and adoring the moſt high God; let 
us be continually endeavouring to 4mitat; 
his Perfections, ſubjecting our ſelves to hi 
bleſſed Will, and always depending on hi 

ropitious Providence, neither terrified by 


noble Emulation of the Pleaſures of gou 


Men in the future State, and ſtudy to com. 
as nigh as we can to them in the preſent, th 
ſo at length we may be made meet Part aa 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Lig 
and there behold the Face of God, and UC! 
for ever with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, i * 


Right Hand there are Pleaſures for evermort, 


f * 


Devot Prayer for the continual Pleaſure of a 
Religious Life. 


OST Bleffed God, and our moſt kind 
and gracious Father, thou art great in 
hy Being, and glorious in thy Bounty, and for 
ercy and Kindneſs to the Children of Men 
here is none like thee. O let thy Mercy for- 
Wive our Offences and cover all our Sins, and let 
hy manifold and ineftimable Favours raiſe us to 
ach Love and Admiration of thee, as may make 
Ws ſtrive- after Likeneſs and Conformity to thee, 
s$ may move us to ſhun whatever offends thee, 
nd to chuſe and proſecute all ſuch Things as 
re pleaſing to ther. 8 
Grievous, O Lord, have our Miſcarriages 
zen both for their Multitudes and odious Na- 
are. And (bleſſed be thy Goodneſs) we have 
ome Senſe of them. O that we had a quicker 
Ind deeper ſtill, even ſuch as might cauſe us ſo to 
liſreliſn them, as inſtantly, perfectly, and eter- 
ally to forſake them. — | | 
And then, O God, without whom we can do 
uſt nothing that we ſhould 5 work in us both to 
ill and to do, what thou would have us; that 
o whatever we have been, and whatever we have 
Pone, for the time paſt, we may from henceforth 
1 thine, and do thy W Will for ever.. 


Aa 
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one moſt neceſſary Buſineſs of Religion) but 
fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lord, 


Aim and Endeavour, not only to learn and per 
form thy Will; but to do it with holy Cheat. 
fulneſs and Alacrity. Let us find as great, and 
much greater complacence and Satisfaction in 
frving thee, than ever we have done in (inning + 


mere let our Thoughts continually dwell; tha 


Hed. —. 


And O! that the Remembrance of our for. 
mer DefeQs might now excite us to greater Di- 
Higence, and engage us to purſue our neglected n. 
Intereſts with double Earneſtneſs, that ſo we a 
may never again be ſlothful in Buſineſs (that I in 


And let us not only count thy Service our 
Duty; but (as indeed it is) our Privilege alſo, 
and our Happineſs. And let it be our daily 


gainſt thee; that ſo thy Ways may be Ways o 
Pleaſantneſs to us, and thy Paths Peace; and 
we may never be weary of walking in them. 
Naturalize the Works of Religion to us, that 
thy Yoke may be eaſy, and thy Burthen light; 
that we may-conſtantly run the Ways of thy 
Commandments, and delight to do thy Will 
© God, who art a ſure and liberal Rewardero 
them that diligently ſeek, and heartily ſerie 
thee. For thou haſt ſaid, that thou giveſt Grace 
and thou wilt give Glory, and no good thing 
doſt thou with-hold from them that 4ive ur 
rightly, and that in due Seaſon we ſhall reap i 
we faint not; and if we be faithful unto Death 
thou wilt give us a Crown of Life. RR 
O! let us duly conſider theſe things, and 


Having 
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having reſpect unto the preſent Advantage, and 
the mighty and eternal Recompence, we may 
not be weary and faint in our Minds; but have 
our Powers and Faculties continually exerciſed 
in thy Service, which is perfect Freedom. 
And, O thou, who art the God of all Grace, 
and the Author and Giver of every good and 
perfect Gift, ſet our very Hearts againſt all Un- 
righteouſneſs, and infuſe all holy Principles and 
diſpoſitions into us. Make us holy in our Souls, 
and holy in our Bodies; make us holy in our 
at. Thoughts, and holy in our Words, and holy 
main our Actions, and all our Converſation. Up- 
in on all that we have and all that we are, and all 
„that we can poſſihly be or do, let there be writ- 
s often Holineſs to the Lord; that ſo we may be- 
andſcome Followers of God as dear Children, being 
holy as thou art holy, and merciful. as thou art 


hat merciful, and every way true, tho imperfect 

ht ;{Copies of thy glorious Perfections. 

tu For which Endelevate our Minds, we hum- 
ply beſeech thee, above the Concerns of this 


ower Life, and ſettle our Affections immovea- 
rely on thy ſelf, who art the proper and only fit 
Ooject of our Souls, alone able to fill and ſatisfy- 
heir vaſt Capacities. The older we grow, the 


nore holy let us be, and the nearer and nearer 
1p iet us draw unto thy ſelf; that ſo our Depen- 
atiance may be on thee, and our Converſe with 


hee, and our Deſires after ther, and all our De- 

Wight and Happineſs in thee as long as we live 

n this World. And when the time ſhall come 
LS that 


_ —— 
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that our Bodies muſt die, Lord Jeſus recein 
our Spirits, even into thy Father's Preſence, 
where is Fulneſs of Joy and eternal Pleaſures 
and aſſign us a Place at his right Hand, where 
all Tears ſhall be wiped from our Eyes, and Sin 
and Miſery ſhall be no more, and where it ſhall 
be our ſweet, and blefſed, and everlaſting Em 
payment to laud and glorify thee in ſuch ds 
lightful Extaſies of Love and Joy, as wil 
there be endleſs and unſpeakable, 

Hear us, O God, for the holy Jeſus his ſake 
in whoſe heavenly Words we .commend out 
ſelves, and all our Wants, and thy whole Chard 

to thy infinite Mercy, faying, 


gur Father, & c. 


NK 
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| Holy Sacrament, 


Proper to be Uſed 
Before, At, and After 
The Receiving of the 


Some of which may be fitly 
made Uſe of upon other Occaſions. 


* 


The Sixth Edition, Corrected and Enlarged. 


DUB E IN: 
Printed by M. RAM ES, 


For S. Hp, R. Gu N E, and R. Ow EN, 
Bookſellers, M DCC XXXV. 


| 


3 5 „ [ 


5 G 27 — n — 
HIER 


_ 


= 7 1 8 dag l Gita, 2 * — þ 
A 4 8 1 "Ws SS. 
| 2 . of -D — n 


= 
4 * 8 — 
* 


—— 


The PREFACE | 


Mong the many Endeavours that haus 

been uſed to check the Impieties of «the 
preſent Age, there is nothing, perhaps, 
has been found more ſucceſsful, than 
the diſperſing thoſe Excellent Tracts, that have 
been written of late Tears byſeveralworthy Mem- 
bers of our Church, who laying aſide unneceſſary 
Speculations, and what St. Paul calls Vain Jang- 
lings, have out of a Zeal for the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Souls, employed their Time and 
Pains in writing Practical and Uſeful Treatiſer, 
which having been ſcatter d up and down in great 
Numbers by Perſous Charitably diſpos'd, God 
has been pleas'd to blefs the Seed ſown, and there 


} 


is great Reaſon to believe, that in time it may 


produce a very plentiful Crop. - . 
The Compoſer of theſe Prayers, animated (we 
will not ſay) with an equal Zeal, but with as ſins 
cere 4 Deſire to promote the Intereſt of Religion, 


bas fung in his Mite, in hopes that theſe Prayers 


may fall into the Hands of ſome People, that may 
find areal Benefit and Advantage by them. 

It is not intended that this little Manual ſhould 
any ways interfere with the Publick Prayers, or 


derogate in the leaſt from our Excellent Liturgy, 


every part of which. is ſo admirably ſuited to the 
Pur poſes of Religion, that perhaps it will be no Di- 
greſſion from Truth to ſay (notwithſtanding the 
cold Reception our. Service has met with from. 

po ome 
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fome Men, through their unhappy Prejudiees an 
iſtakes) that better Prayers have not yet been 
thought of; but what is chiefly aim d at by pub. 

liſhing theſe Devotions, is to aſſiſt the good 227 
rian in his private Retirements, both- before and 
after receiving the Holy Sacrament, and to furniſh 
him with proper Prayers to fill up theſe vacant 
Spaces, which muſt neceſſarily be in every Con. 
munion, eſpecially where the Number of Communi: 
eants is great; that fo he may not only come th 
the Lor ds Table with due Preparation, hut en- 
ploy every Minute of his Time de to * and 
religious Purpoſes. 18 598 

There is no one ( tis hop 4 wil think a Work 
of this Kind unneceſſary, becauſe there are al. 

ready extant ſo many Prayers for the Sacrament; 
in this frozen and benummd Age, where the 
Love of many is waxen cold, there is need of al 
the Endeavours that can be us'd to warm Aden 
Affections, and to inflame. their Minds with a 
true Spirit of Devotion 3 and ſince there is ſuch a 
Variety in the Judgments and Opinions of Man: 
kind, it can be no Diſſervice to Religion to mul. 

tiply Books of this Nature, ſince the greater the 
Choice 7s, the more eafily will every one furniſh 
bimſelf with ſuch Prayers, as _ 1 880 moſt apt 0, 
reite his Devotion. 

Aa God of his infinite Mercy bleſs this a 
all other E ndeavours for keeping up, not only the 
Form, but the Life and Power of Godlineſs : that 
in our Addreſſes to him, we may not fer the Sa- 
crifice of Fools, but pay him the Duty and He. 


mage of reaſonable Creatures W 
. F 0 R MS 
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al of PRAYER 
| Proper to be Uſed 
Before, At, and After 
The Receiving of the 


a — Sacrament. 


2M - . 


all 77; 50/0 eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh 
ny Blood, hath eternal Life, and I will 


8 raiſe bim up at the laſt Day, St. John 
16, 54. 
ul. 


he 4 Prayer to be frequently 46d the Week preced- 


nin the Sacrament, and may be properly added 


2 600 our Devotions the Morning we Receive. 


Almighty God, and Merciful Fa- 
ther, who haſt given thy only Son 
Jeſus Chriſt to die for us, and didſt in · 
ſtitute a Holy Feaſt in Commemora- 
tion ef that his moſt precious Death, thereby to 


8 1 


preſerve in our Minds a conſtant Remembrance 


p * 

33] ; = 
17 . , 

r 


7 2 * . 


r * * 2 


526 A Prayer for the Week 


of his great Love in laying down his Life for 
our ſakes; I thy unworthy Servant, who am E 
now invited by thy great Goodneſs to be a Gueſt I in 
at thy Holy Table, do humbly adore. thy Di tb 
vine Mejeſty, acknowledging, that I am not 81 
worthy of the daily Bread thou feedeſt me with- ¶ co 
al, much leſs of that which came down from 11! 
Heaven, and which thou haſt given to be the th 
Food and Nouriſlment of our Souls. . 


O Lord, Tconfeſs my Sins are ſo many and th. 
fo great, that they may juſtly cauſe:me to trem- m- 
ble, when I appear before thee 3 but, O Merci. Cc 
ful Father, preſuming upon that wonderful th. 
Goodneſs, which thou haſt ſhewn in all Ages an. 
to the humble and contrite Sinner, I preſent 
my ſelf before thee at this time in great Hum. 
lity, beſeeching thee to admit me to thy Holy Ta 
Table, that T'may taſte and ſee, how gracious the {ot 
Lord is, and how wonderful in his Doings to- 
wards the Sons of Men. 


O make my Longings and Defires after this 
Divine Food ſome way anſwerable to my great 
Needs of it; that being truly ſenſible of all- the 
wants of my Soul, l may not ſeek for Relief from 
the unſatisfying objects of this World; but com- 
ing to thy Holy Table with a true Spiritual 
Hunger.and Thirſt, . L may there find a full Sup: 
ply of all thoſe i iraces and Bleſſings, which thou 
ſeeſt me to ſtand in ſo much need of. 7 
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preceding the Sacrament. 127 


And to this End, O Lord, fit and prepare my 
Heart to approach ſo great a Myſtery, by giv- 
ing me a Juſt Abhorrence of my own Unwor- 
„ thineſs; and an unfeigned Repentance of all my 
Sins; by rooting out of my Heart all ſinful and 
corrupt Affections, all Prejudice, Hatred, and 
ill Will; and by implanting in the Room 
thereof, all thoſe Deyout and Pious, thoſe Meek 
and Charitable, and Humble Diſpoſitions, which 
become the Worſhippers of the Holy Jeſus 5 
that when I preſume to appear before thee, I 
may bring with me a Heart rais'd- above the 
Corruptions that are in the World, and full of 
the ſtrongeſt Deſires and Reſolutions of loving 
and ſerving thee. = | 


O Lord, ſuffer me not to approach thy Holy 
ly Table out of Cuſtom, but from an inward Senſe 
he of my own Wants, and a ſincere Deſire to par- 
0 take of the Benefits of thy Divine Inſtitutions. 
Deliver me from all Coldneſs and Formality, 
and clothe me with that Wedding Garment 

his thou requireſt, that I may not be rejected or 
at condemn'd by thee, but may have my Pardon 
he ſeal'd, my Weakneſſes repair'd, my Corruptions 
Mm Wſubdued, my Faith ſtrengthend, my Hopes en- 
n-Marg'd, my Charity encreas'd, my Zeal inflam'd, 
nal and my Soul fo intirely and inſeparably united 


ſolve the Union; but that being begun herein 
Grace it mo hereafter be conſummated in Glo- 
ry, through the Metits of him that died for me, 

= OP NT even 


unto thee, that nothing may be ever able to dif 


128 A Prayer before Examination. 


even the Son of thy eternal Love, Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, to whom with thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all Honour, Glory, Power, Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe, both now and for evermore. Amex. 


— W 


Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 
of rage Bread, and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. 
I I. 2 o Y ; 1 


A Prayer before Examination, taken for the 
moſt part out of Biſhop Ken's Expoſition of the 
Church Catechiſm. iy | 


| Thou great Searcher of Hearts, who ſeeſt 

12 all that Load of Guilt and Impiety, un- 
der which I lie; O help me ſo impartially to 
judge and condemn my ſelf, ſo humbly to re- 
pent, and beg Pardon, that I may not be con- 
demn'd, when I ſhall appear at thy Tribunal in 
the great and terrible Day of the Lord Jeſus. 


| Give me Grace, O Lord, to ſearch every Se: 
cret of my Heart; that I may leave no Sin (if 
poſſible) unrepented of: Fill my Eyes full of 


Tears of Love, that with thoſe Tears I may la- 


ment all the Indignities I have offer'd to thy 
Love. 


But alas ! After the moſt ſtrict Examination 
We can make, who can number his * ? 
0 


2 2 


al 


2 


A Conſeſſion of Sins. 129 
0 Who can tell how oft he off:ndeth > O cleanſe 


me therefore, I-beſeech thee, from all my ſecret 
and unknown Tranſgreſſions. 


If we ſay, that we have no Sin, we deceive our 
— Wl ſelves, and the Truth is not in us. But if we 
confeſs our Sins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive 
#s our Sins, and tocleanſe us from all Unrigh- 
tconſneſs, 1 John 1. 8, 9. | 


'A Confeſſion of Sins to be us d in the time of Pre» 


paration for the Bleſſed Sacrament, and at o- 
ther times of Humiliation, 


Moſt Great and Glorious Lord God, Juſt 


vbſtinate and rebellious Sinners, but of infinite 
Mercy to ſuch, as truly repent and turn unto 
thee 3 look down, I beſeech thee, with the 


Poul and Body, do now preſent my ſelf before 
Whee, acknowledging, that I am not worthy to 
(if lift up my Eyes to the Throne of thy glorious 


ity of humbling my ſelf before thee, and begg- 


reatly ſinned againſt th&. 
-- = 


and Terrible in thy Judgments to all 


Eyes of thy tendereſt Pity upon me, a vile and 
ſinful Creature, who, with great Humility of 


Majeſty. O Lord, my Sins are ſo many, and. 
o great, that it is owing to thy infinite Good - 
neſs and Mercy, that I have now an Opportu- 


ng Mercy for my Soul, which, I confeſs, has 


I ac-. 
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130 A Confeſſion of Sins. 


1 acknowledge, O my God, that thou haſt 
by innumerable Inſtances, manifeſted thy ſelf 
To be a moſt kind and indulgent Father; but 
alas! how have I abus'd thy Goodneſs ? And 
what ungrateful Returns have I made for thy 
exceeding Kindneſs and Mercy? Inſtead of loy- 
ing and delighting in thee, and paying thee a 
filial and chearful Obedience, I find in my elf 
many times a great Proneneſs to offend thee, 
and a great Backwardneſs and Indiſpoſition to 
do thoſe things, which thou requireſt of me. 


r 


O Lord! I do moſt forrowfully confeſs and 
bewail before thee, that there is in my corrupt 

- Heart too great a Defire after the things of this 
World ; too great a Fondneſs for the Profits 
and Pleaſures of it; inſomuch, that my Devo- 
tion to thee is many times cold and languid, . 
my Prayers are full of Wandrings, Deadneſs, l 
and Diſtractions, and the very beſt of my reli. 


gious Duties are accompany'd with ſo many 3 
Failings and Imperfections, that I have great 51 
Cauſe to humble my ſelf before thee. bu 

th 


How greatly, O God, have 
"a 75 gin va- © I offended thee by Luſt 
rea, or omitted, as é and Intemperance, by Pee. 

„ ee vilhneſe, Paton and 1 oy 
c by Covetouſneſs and Ambition, by Pride and 8⁰ 
© Envy, by Prejudice and II- Will towards my % 

, * Neighbour, by -muriguring and repining at L; 


< the 


And what ſhall I now fay unto thee, O thou 


— 


A Confeſſion of Sins 13t 

© the Diſpenſations of thy Providence, and by 
an Unwillingneſs to reſign my ſelf to thy Dif- 
« poſal in all Things? How frequently have E 
& violated my Baptiſmal Engagements, by pre- 
© ferring the Vanities of this wicked World 
© before thy Favour, and by ſuffering my Heart, 
© which has been ſo often dedicated to thy 
Service, to be brought under the Bondage” 
© and Dominion of Sin and Folly zz _ 


Even fince my laſt Approaches to thy Holy 
Table, O Lord, I have not ceaſed to add ne- 
Sins to all my former. I have L Here 
may be mentioned Particular s. ]]] 


Preſerver of Man 1 O Lord, I have no Hope 
but in thy Mercy, and the infinite Merits of my 
Dear Redeemer; and if thou rejecteſt me, E 
am loſt and undone for ever. But O thou com- 
paſſionate Lover of Souls ! who knoweſt where 
of we are made, and remembreſt, that we are 
hut Duſt, turn not thy Face from me, nor caſt 
thy Servant away in Diſpleaſure; let the Inter- 
ceſſions of thy beloved Son prevail in my Behalf, 
and for the ſake of his meritorious Death and 
Paſſion, for all that he has done, and all that he 
has ſuffered for me, have Mercy upon me; par- 
don and forgive, I moſt earneſtly and anfeigned- 
ly beſeech thee, all the Sins and Follies of my 
Life paſt, which are more than I can number; 
i and 


132 A Confeſſion of Sins. 


and greater than J am able to bear; and more 
eſpecially, O my God, lay not to my Charge 
the Sins that I have committed ſince my laſt Ap- 
[ Here again 
Cleanſe thou me 
from all my ſecret and unknown Tranſgreſſions, 

and vouchſafe, O merciful Father, to be recon- 
cil'd unto me, thy humble and repenting Ser- 

_ vant, who am ſorry for my Sins, and griev'd, 
that I have thus offended thee, the kindeſt and 
the beſt of Beings: O turn from me all thoſe 
Exils that I have moſt righteouſly deſerv'd, and 
let me never feel the ſad Effects of that Anger, 
which my Sins have juſtly rais'd againſt me; 
but ſpars me, O Lord moſt Holy, O God moſt 
Mighty; O Holy and Merciful Saviour, thou 
moſt worthy Judge Eternal, ſuffer not the Bow 
els of thy tender Compaſſions to be for ever 
ſhut againſt me: There is nothing, O Lord, fo 
terrible as thy Diſpleaſure, nothing ſo dreadful 

to me, as to lin againſt thee z (for who can 
dwell with everlaſting Burnings, or who is able 

O let me 
then ſeriouſly and conſtantly oppoſe and forſake 
all my beloved Luſts and finful Pleaſures, and 
never more be led away by the deceitful En- 


proaches to thy Holy Table. 
may be named Particulars, } 


to abide the Fury of thy Wrath ? ) 


ticements of the World, the Fleſh or the Devil. Þ 


Reform whatever thou ſceſt amiſs in the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, or — 
or 


of the Actions of my Life, and grant that 


the 


t 
a 
ſ 
y 
y 


Prayer for the ſame time. 233 
the time tocome I may live only unto thee, in 


an awful Fear of thy great Name, and a con- 
ſtant Regard to thy bleſſed Will, keeping al- 


ways a Conſcience void of Offence, both to-: 


wards thee, and towards all Men. 


| Give me Grace to ſpend my Time religiouf- 
ly, ſoberly, and uſefully, in the ſubduing my 
Paſſions, mortifying my corrupt Inclinations, 
and in the Practice of all thoſe Duties thou re- 
quiceſt of me, that, when thou ſhalt think fit to 
take me out of this State of Trial and Tempta- 
tion here, I may be received into that Blefled 
Kingdom, where all Tears ſhalt be wip'd from 
my Eyes, and Sin and Death ſhall-be — more. 
Grant this, O merciful Father, through the 
Merits and for the Sake of thy Son and my a= 
lone Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Sms 


—— 3 oe od —— 
1 


when the wicked Man —_—_ away from his 
Wickedneſs, that he bath committed, and dot h 
that which is lawful and right, be ſhall Jave bis 
Soul alive. Ezek. 18. 27. 


E Prayer to be uſed at the ſame rime, or - ſoorth 


afterwards 7 


Thou moſt Gracious and Merciful Father, 


out * great Pity and Compaſſion 
M 3 to 


134 A Prayer for the ſame time. 


to my poor Soul, haſt given me this Opportus 
nity of humbling my ſelf before thee 5 accept, 
J earneſtly eatreat thee, of my unfeigned Sor» 
3 row for all the Sins which 1 have committed 
F againſt thy Divine Majeſty 3 I muſt confeſs it 
bears no Proportion to the Heinouſneſs of my 
Offences, ſo weak and imperfect is it, that my 
i Repentanee it ſelf needs to be repented of. 0 
BH do thou ig much Mercy look upon me, and let ti 
N the infinite Mercies of my dear Redeemer ſupply 
all my Defects; and difdain not, I beſeerh 
Thee, for his dear Sake, to be reconciPd unto 
me, and to admit me into thy Favour, with- 
out which I am of all Creatures the moſt miſe- 
rable. Pr * 


wn mac ami n BB @ IE 


O Lord, there is nothing that J deſire ſo 
much, as to be delivered from the Power and 
Dominion of my Sins, and to be at perfect 
Peace with thee; and therefore I humbly beg 
leave at this time to renew the Vows and Re- 

ſolutions F have often made, of loving and 

_ obeying thee ; for which End I offer unto thy 
Divine Majeſty my Soul and Body, and all that 
is mine, humbly beſeeching thee-to take them 
into thy Cuſtody, that being in Safety under 
thy Protection, they may be for ever devoted to 
thee, and thy Service. ä 


It is not, O Lord, with any Confidence in 
my own Strength, that I preſume to give up 
my ſelf to thy Obedience, (for alas! I am 5 

. r 
. N 
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Prayer for the ſame time. 135 


fle that my Heart is very falſe, and too eaſily 
pt, drawn away by the deceitful Tempter) but all 
or» my Hopes, and all my Dependance is in thy 
ed Almighty Power and Goodneſs, and to that I 
it humbly fly for Help againſt that cruel Enemy 
ny © of my Soul, who is daily lying in wait to de- 
my ſtroy me: I know thy Grace is ſufficient for me, 
ON and therefore in thee do I put my Truſt $ for 
let thou art my Hope and my Confidence, my Sa- 
"ly viour and mighty Deliverer; O never leave me 
eh then to my ſelf, nor to the Weakneſs of my 
ito own corrupt Nature; but let thy Holy Spirit 
th. be always preſent with me, to defend me in all 
ſe- ¶ my Conflicts, to ſupport me under all my Weak- 
neſſes and Infirmities, to inſtruct me in all dif- 
ficult Caſes, and to guide me into thoſe Paths, 
ſo that lead to everlaſting Eife; and grant, O 
nd merciful Father, that I may never grieve thy 
ect Holy Spirit, nor fall into thoſe Sins and Impu- 
eg rities, which will cauſe him to leave and for- 
e- ſake me, and to abandon me to my own foo- 
nd liſh and perverſe Will; but give me Grace in 
hy all things to follow his Guidanee and Direction, 
at and to devote my ſelf entirely to a Life of Vir- 
m tue and Religion, that denying all Ungodli- - 
neſs and worldly Luſts, I may live righteouſly, 
ſobcrly, and godly in this preſent World, and 
having ſerv'd thee faithfully in this Life, I may 
at laſt obtain an eternal Inheritance in thoſe blef= 
ſed Regions of everlaſting Reſt and Peace, 
which thou haſt reſerv'd for them that truly — 
2 


136 After giving of Alms , 
and fear thee through the Merits of thy beloy: 
£d Son Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. 8 5 * G 


— T— 
] | | To do Good, and to Diſtribute, forget not, for 8 
= — m#ithſuch Sacrifices God is wel pleaſed. Heb. 13. 16, B 
1 | | i 7 TH "+ 7 | I 1 

After giving of Am. Ec; 


| Blefſed God, who didſt accept the poor bl. 
Widow's Mite, vouchſafe, I beſeech bl. 

thee, to accept this ſmall Matter that I hare #5 
now given towards the Relief of thy poor diſ- YM 
treſſed Servants 3 I humbly offer it, as a Tri. N ha 
bute and Acknowledgment, that all I have is Na. 
from thee, and owing to thy great Bounty and pa 
Goodneſs: O pardon my vain and ſinful Ex; I th. 
nces, and make me a faithful and wiſe Steward 
of all thoſe Talents thou art pleas'd to entruſt th 
me with, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, $1"! 


— 


This do in Remembrance of me, St. Luke 22. 19. 

For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death, till le 
come, 1 Cor. 11. 26, 


Z Prayers to be uſed after Sermon is ended, ad 

whilſt others are Communicating 

| 8 "= | 

| Bleſſed Lord God, who haſt ordained this 

holy Feaſt for a ſoleain A 
iz: of 


Oh: 


Pr ayers aſter Sermon cond} ; 37 


of the infinite Love and Kindneſs of our moſt 
Gracious Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, in con- 
deſcending to take our Nature upon him, and 


to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs for us miſerable 


Sinners, and haſt commanded us in his moſt 
Holy Goſpel to do this in Remembrance of him 3 
I thy unworthy Servant, in Qbedience to that 
Command, and in Confidence of thy unſpeaka- 
ble Goodnefs, do now approach thy Holy Ta- 
ble, acknowledging my ſelf unworthy ſo much 
as to take up the Crumbs that fall from thence, 
much leſs to partake of this Feaſt, which thou 
haſt prepared for thy faithful and obedient Ser- 
yants ; but, O merciful Father, who haſt Com- 
paſſion upon all Men, and hateft nothing that 
thou haſt made, pardon, I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, for thy dear Son's Sake, all thoſe Sins 
that have made me thus unworthy, and let thy 
infinite Goodneſs and Mercy ſupply all my De- 
fects, and make up what is wanting to fit my 
Soul for a devout .and worthy receiving of this 
Bleſſed Sacrament. | erties Pu 


Drive away from me, I beſ eech thee, all 
thoſe vain and worldly Thoughts, that are ſo 
apt to diſtract my Mind, and render it unfit 


I ſor Holy and Religious Duties; and fill me 


in ww ww 


with thoſe devout and pious Diſpoſitions, which 
3 thy Preſence, and thoſe that attend up- 
on thee. | 


_ Give 
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Grant that the Remembrance of my dying 
our ſakes, may poſſeſs my Soul with an unfeign- 
ed Love and Thankfulneſs to thee, and Charity 


morate the great Love of my Saviour in thus 
dying for us, and thereby be made Partaker of 


% 
f 

y 
5 


whom thou art always well pleaſed, prevail 


DJ 


138 Prayers after Sermon 1s ended. 


Give me ſuch a lively Sight and Senſe of my 
Sins and Unworthineſs, that I may heartily 
bewail my Tranſgreſſions; and ſuch Meaſures of A 
thy Grace, as may enable me to forſake them, 


Saviour, and of the infinite Mercy he has ſhewn 
to loſt Mankind, in laying down his Life for 


to my Neighbour, that I may worthily comme: 


all-ttioſe Benefits he has purchaſed for us, thro'f f. 
his Merits and Mediation. Amen. 


II. 


Father of Mercies, and God of all Love! 
| Who art always more ready to hear, 
than we to pray 5 diſdain not, I beſeech thee, to 
accept the Prayers, which I now offer to thy 
Divine Majeſty, in the Name and through the 
Mediation of thy beloved Son. Turn not thy 
Face from me, nor caſt thy Servant away in 
Diſpleaſure; and though 1 am unworthy the 


Name of a Child, yet be thou ſtill my Father 


Merciful and Gracious, and ſhut not up the 
Bowels of thy tender Compaſſions towards me. 
Let the Interceſſions of thy beloved Son, it 
in 


LL 


Prayers after Sermon is ended. 139 


my behalf, and for his Sake be thou reconcil'd 
unto me, and receive me to thy Favour, which 
I earneſtly long for, and more paſſionately de- 
fire than all this World is able to give me. 


O Lord, I confefs, that I have gone aſtray 
like a Sheep that is loſt, and it is owing to thy 
„ iafiaite Goodneſs and Mercy, that I have now 
„an Opportunity of bewailing the Follies of my 


Compaſſion be ſtill extended to thy poor Servant, 
who is weary and heavy laden with the Burthen 
of his Sins, and ready to fink under a Load of Hu- 
Iman Infirmities: Stretch forth the Right Hand 
of thy Majeſty, and ſupport me for thy Mercies 
I ſake; reſcue me out of the Power of my cor- 
Jrupt Affections, and ſay unto my Soul, I am 
Ithy Salvation. | : 


To thee, O Lord, 1 fly for Refuge, O deny 
me not thy Succour; to the? I lay open all my 


the Souls; O do thou vouchſafe to pity the Weak- 
thy neſſes and cure the Infirmities of my diſeaſed 

Soul. I come unto thee, O Lord, who art the 
the Fountain of all Mercy, beſeeching thee to waſh 
hea way all my Uncleanneſs in the Blood of the 
thefiÞleiled Jeſus, and to cleanſe me from all Filthi- 
neſs both of Fleſh and Spirit; I come as a re- 
ju turning Prodigal Child to his tender and com- 
Lin 1 e pat: 


paſt Life, and pleading before thee the Merits 
and Death of thy dear Son; O let thy Pity and 


Wants, for thou art the great Phyſician of our 


40 Prayers after Sermon is ended, 
Paſſionate Father; O receive me and revive me C 
by thy Favour, and do thou, who art the Source V 
of Eternal Brightneſs, enlighten my dark Mind, U 
that I may ſee the Things, that make for my I 
Peace: I acknowledge, O Lord, that I am 2 tl 
Poor frail Creature, but in Confidence of thy a 
infinite Love to the Sons of Men, I come unto V 
thee who art the great Lord of Heaven and M 
Earth, beſeeching thee to ſupply all my Wants m 
and to do more abundantly for me, than I am a 
able to ask or think. | N 


Grant, O Gracious Father, that by partaking I 

of theſe outward and viſible Signs, the Symbols g. 

of the Body and Blood of thy dear Son, I may ar 

receive that inward and ſpiritual Grace, which pe 

will enable me to triumph over the World, the at 
Fleſh and the Devil. "Ty 


Root out of my Heart, whatever is offenſive vi 
to thy pure Eyes; and endue me with all thoſe T: 
heavenly Virtues, which are pleaſing in thy) M 
Sight, and which thou wilt eternally reward, ſo 
for the Merits and Sake of my Bleſſed Saviour af 


and Redcemer, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | W 
. N ls as 
III. : L 

Pi 


Bleſſed Lord God; thou moſt tender de 
and compaſſionate Lover of Souls! © 

What Returns of Praiſe and Thankſziving ſhall tt 
I make thee for that amazing Inſtance 4 1 ſp 


. 
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Goodneſs, in ſending thy only Son into the 
World to die for the Redemption of Mankind? 
Who, O Lord, is able to comprehend the 


Length and Breadth, the Height and Depth of 


that Love of thine, which paſſes all Knowledge, 
and all Underſtanding? Nothing but infinite 
Wiſdom can fathom the Depth of fo great a 
Myſtery: O do thou vouchſafe to diſcover ſo 
much of it to thy Servant, as may cauſe me to 
admire and adore thy Goodn.ls, and to bleſs thy 
Name for evermore ; that my Mouth beingfilled 
with thy Praiſe, and my Heart with thy Love, 


1 may daily endeavour to walk worthy of thoſe 


creat Things thou haſt done for me, by a ready 
and chearful Obedience to all thy Commands, 
particularly this, of commemorating the Death 
and Paſſion of my dying Saviour. 


But, O merciful Father, how ſhall ſuch a 
vile Wretch as I am, dare to approach thy holy 


Table? How ſhall I preſume to celebrate the 


Memorial of thy great Love to Mankind, whe 
ſo often provoke thy Divine Majeſty, and am fo 
apt to tranſgreſs thy juſt and righteous Laws, 
whereby I have made my ſelf unworthy fo much 


as to make mention of thy Holy Name: O 


Lord, though Tam a Sinner, yet I am ſtill the 
Purchaſe of thy Son's Blood; O then do not 
deſpiſe me, do not reject me, but receive me gra- 


ciouſly to thy Mercy for his Merits ſake; let 


the precious Blood of that immaculate Lamb 


with 


ſpeak on my behalf, . powerfully interceed 


> FM 
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With thee for Pity to my Soul; waſh me in 
that Fountain which thou haſt opened for Sin 
and Uncleannefs, and purify my polluted Heart 
from all thoſe vicious Affections, that are fo 
hateful in thy Sight. And, O let mejnever for- 
Fake thee, the Fountain of living Waters, to 
purſue the vain and empty Enjoyments of this 
-World ; but give me ſuch a Senſe of the great 
Importance of a holy Life, that I may ſeriouſ- 
1y and devoutly give up my ſelf to thee and thy 
Service: Let the Remembrance of a Crucified 
Saviour be always preſent'to my Ming, and be 
-a never failing Argument to ſecure me againſt 
the Corruptions that are in the World; that 
as Chriſt died for me, and roſe again; fo I may 
die to Sin, and riſe again to Newneſs of Life: 
And grant, O merciful Father, that by the 
Participation of theſe Divine Myſteries I may 
Teceive ſuch new Supplies of thy Grace, as may 
enable me to walk before thee in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all the Days of my Life, through 
the ſame thy Son Jeſus Cheiſt our Lord. Amen. 


IV. 


DLeſſed Jeſus! Lam now approaching to 
D thy Holy Table; O let me once more en- 
treat thee to work in me whatſoever is wanting 
to fit me for thy Divine Acceptance, and a wor- 
thy Receiving. Give me Repentance unto 
Life, not to be repented of; endue me 1 

i . ively 


_ A „ ak ,om cc... 
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lively Faith, a perfect Love, and an univerſat 
Charity, that thou pitying my Weakneſſes, and 
forgiving my Infirmities, I may worthily re- 
ceive theſe Elements of Bread and Wine, to 
my Support and Comfort in this Life, and my 
Eternal Happineſs in that which is to come. 
Grant this, O merciful Saviour, for thy © own 
dear Merits Sake. Amen. 


— 


Let us draw near with a true Heart, in full 


Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts ſprinkled 


from an evil Conſcience, and our Bodies waſhed. 


with pure Water. Heb. 10. 22. 


At the Table. ) 


Gracious God, whoſe Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion exceeds the Kindneſſes of the mòſt 
tender Father, look upon thy Servant, who,. 
encourag'd by thy Goodneſs, have here pre- 


ſum'd to caſt my ſelf down before thee. O let 
| thoſe Arms that were once ſtreteh'd upon the 


Croſs, be now open to-receive me to thy Mercy. 


Jam vile and ſinful, but whither ſhall a Sinner 
under a Load of Guilt and Miſery fly, but unto- 
thee the Fountain of all Goodneſs ! Let thy 


merciful Ears, O-God, be then open to my 


Prayers, and ſpare me, O Lord moſt Holy, Of 


God moſt Mighty, O Holy and Merciful Sa- 


viour, thou moſt worthy Judge Eternal, ſuffer” 


not thy Anger to riſe againſt me, nor caſt thy- 


N. 2. Ser- 
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Servant away in Diſpleaſure; but feed my hun- | | 
gry Soul with this Divine Food, that being 
filled with thy Grace, it may never more be- 
come the Seat of Vanity and Folly, but the 
conſtant Refidence and Abode of thy eternal and 
ever-blefled Spirit. Amen. 


Come, Lord Jeſus, and take Poſſeſſion of me, 
and let every thing that is hateful in thy ſight, 
flv away from thy Preſence. Be thou the only 
Object of my Love, the only ſpring of my De- 
fires, the conſtant Food and Nouriſhment of my 
Soul in this Life, and its eternal Reward and 
Happineſs in that which is to come. 


After the Bread. 


Thou who vouchſafeſt to be our Food, 
nouriſh my Soul to Life Eternal. 


* 
o 
os 
# 
T 
. 


Let me feed on thee by a true and lively]; 
Faith, and give me ſuch a Reliſh of this Di- 
vine Food, that I may never more be delighted 

with the vain and ſinful Pleaſures of this World. 


O merciful Jeſu! Create in me a 
Eif-op mighty Hunger after this Bread of 
Kenn. Life, this Bread which came down 
from Heaven, and let this Divine Food inſtil 
into my weak and languiſhing Soul new 1 

N plies 


At the Table: 143 
plies of Grace, new Life, new Love, new Vi- q 


gour, and new Reſolutions, that I may never 
again faint, or tire in my Duty. | 


Before the Cup. | 


Rant, O merciful God, that this Cup, 
J which I am now about to receive, may 
be filled with thy Mercy, and be unto me the 
Cup of Eternal Bleſſing. O let me never drink 
of the Dregs of thy Wrath, nor pour upon me 
the Vials of thy ſevere Diſpleaſure; but ſprinkle 
me with the Btood of the ever-blefſed Jeſus, 
that my Soul being cleanſed from all its Corrup- 
tions, it may. be ever precious in-thy ſight, O 
Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer. 


Aſter bot h. 
Lefſed be the Name of the Lor : Bleſſing; 


D and Honour, and Glory, and Thankſgiv- 


- ing, and Praiſe, be unto him that ſitteth on the 


Throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 


Lord, I have done as thou haſt eommanded 
me, O let me find the great Benefits of this thy 
Divine Inſtitution; pour down thy Graces up- 
on me 3 direct my Goiogs in thy Ways, and 
enable me by the Power ang Strength of this 
Divine Food, to perſevere in the Practice of a 

R N 3 Holy 
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Holy and Religious Life, even to the lat Moi 
ment of my Days. Amen. * 


T 

5 1 | i: AMS 
| G 

W 


| Pratf the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me, praiſe his ' Holy Name Pal. 103. 1. t! 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all in 


bis Benefits. Verſe 1 ſu 
Who forgiveth all thy Sin, and are all thy Ne 
SIO” ek. 3. Wo 
| Cn © 

© , 2-1 30 be 

10 4 Thankſgiving e. ieee 


Merciful and Gracious God; hoſe Goch F 
7 neſs. is unſpeakable, and whoſe Mercies W. 
Rnowno End ; accept, I humbly pray thee; of: w. 
my unfeigned Thanks, which I now offer to thy ¶ co 
Divine Majeſty, in return fer all the Benefits Þ rit 
which thou haſt been pleaſed to beſtow upon IM At 
me and all Mankind; but more eſpecially for th 
that amazing Inſtance of thy Love, in the Re- be! 
demption of the World by the precious Blood Pa 
of thy dear Son; for inſtituting this Holy Sa- mi 
crameht, to the End we might always remem- of 
ber the exceeding Love of our Saviour in thus bee 
dying for us, and for admitting me, who am a th! 
weak and ſinful Creature, to be a Gueſt at thy 
Holy Table, and thereby a Partakey” of ſuch- 
| I and mighty — 


N 2 8 Lord; 
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Lord, what is Man, that thou art thus 
mindful of him] Or what am IJ, that thou 
ſhouldſt ſo regard me! Great is thy Name, O 
God, and great is thy Mercy, thy Goodneſs is 
without End: O let the Conſideration of theſe 
thy Mercies fink deep into my Heart, and raiſe 


in my Mind ſuch a fincere Love to thee, and: 


ſuch a hearty Zeal to thy ervice, that I may: 
not be Barren or Unfruitful under ſo great 
Meaas of Grace, but that my Returns of Du- 
ty and Obedience may (ſo far as is poſſible) 


bear ſome Proportion to thoſe great nung | 


thou haſt done for me. 


To that End, O Lord, —_— my Soul 
with all thoſe Graces which thou ſeeſt to be 
wanting in me. Subdue in my rebellious and 
corrupt Nature every proud, angry and uncha- 
ritable Thought, every inordinate Love and 
Affection, and whatever elſe exalts it ſelf againſt 
thy blefſed Will; ; and grant that I may walk 
| before | thee in all Meekneſs and Humility, in 
| Patience and Contentedneſs, in a perfect Sub- 
miſſion to thy bleſſed Will, and in the Practice 
of all thoſe Holy and Religious Duties, which 
become thy Servants, and thoſe that profeſs 
thy Holy Name. 


O Lord! It is the * 1 f 3 Deſire 
of my Soul to be conformable to thy Laws, 


# * 


and to obtain thy Favour and Love, Which is. 


dearer to me than all the Happineſs of this. 
World 3 
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direct me, to ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me, that 1 
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World; but alas! I am a weak and frail Crea. 
ture, and my own Experience ſadly teaches me, 
that, without thy reſtraining Grace, every the 
leaſt Temptation will be able to baffle my ſtrong. 
eſt Reſolutions : But, O God, in thee is my 
Truſt; O let me not be confounded : Be thou 
my Help in time of Need, my Saviour and 
mighty Deliverer; let thy Grace and Holy 
Spirit be always preſent with me, to guide and 


may not be beguil'd by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, 
or betray'd by my own treacherous Heart; but 
fighting manfully under thy Banner againſt the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, I may at laſt 
obtain that Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
thou haſt promis'd to them that perſevere unto 
the End. Grant this, O moſt merciful Father, 
for the Merits and Sake of thy Son, and our a: 


lone Saviour Jeſus Ran. Amen. 


J exhort therefore, that firſt all Supplicati- | 
ons, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of TROY EY 
be made for all Men. 


For Kings, and for all that are in eee 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 1708 in al 


Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
$I 


For this is good and 1 in the Sight * 
Cod our Saviour, 1 Tim. Veil. 1 2 * 


Here 


1 0 


A Prayer of Taterceſſion. 149 


Here may be properly usd this Prayer of Inter- 
ceſſion, when there is time for it. 


() Almighty and moſt merciful God, who 
in thy Holy Goſpel haſt commanded us 
to make Prayers and Interceſſions for all Men; 


I thy unworthy Servant, in Obedience to that 


Command, do humbly beſeech thy Divine Ma- 


jeſty, to extend thy Pity and Compaſſion to the 


whole Race fof Mankind, Give thy enlight- 


ning Grace to thoſe that are in Darkneſs, and 


thy converting Grace to thoſe that are in Sin; 
and grant that all ſuch as have erred and are 


deceived, may be brought into the Way of 


Truth and Holineſs, that ſo their Souls may be 
ſaved in the great Day of the Lord Jeſus. 


More particularly, O Lord, be merciful to 


theſe Nations to which I belong; pardon our 


great and crying Sins, and avert from us thoſe 


# Evils, that we have moſt juſtly deſerved 3 put 


a ſtop to that Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, that 


Pride and Vanity, that Bitterneſs and Unchari- 


tablenefs which ſo abounds ; and let Truth, 


and Righteouſneſs, and Peace flouriſh and pre- 
| vail among uscz that we turning from our evil 


Ways unto thee, the Lord our God, thou 
may'ſt turn from thy Difpleaſure againſt us, 
and delight over us, to do us good, to build us 
up, and not to deſtroy us. | 


"_- 


— 
— —6—EPT̃ — — ED —Ayt — — 
— 


150 A Prayer of Interceſſion. 


Be gracious to thy holy Catholick Church, 


eſpecially that Part of it which thou haſt plant- 
ed in theſe Kingdoms; heal the 4 and 
compoſe the unhappy Differences, that have ſo 
miſerably rent and divided it, and grant that 
all that profeſs the Religion of thy dear Son, 
may live like Brethren, in the Unity of the Spi. 
4g and in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Charity and 
eace. 


oC Told; bleſs the Paſtors and Governors of 
thy Church z give Succeſs to all their Labours 


and Endeavours for the good of Souls; and 


grant that by the Innocency of their Lives, and 
the Soundneſs of their Doctrine, they may pro- 
mote thy Honour and. Glory, and. ſet forward 
the Salvation of all Men. 


Bleſs our ſovereign Lord the King; protect 
his Perſon, proſper his Government, direct his 
Counſels, give Sueceſs to his Arms, and make 


him an Inſtrument in thy Hands of great good 


to theſe Kingdoms. 


Let the Mournings, O Lord, of ſuch as are 
in Affliction, aſcend unto thy Throne, and glve 
them ſuch Help and Comfort.as thou ſeeſt heſt 
for them; and however thou thinkeſt fit to deat 
with chem in this World, yet, O gracious Fa- 
ther, let them not fail of everlaſting Comfort 
in that which is to come. 


Let 


. X28 — 


Let a double Portion of thy Bleſſings, O 
God, deſcend upon my dear Wife; give us 
Grace to diſcharge the Duties of our reſpective 
Relations, and grant that we may live together 


lovingly and kindly, holy and religiouſſy, and 


in thy Fear and Favour all our z „ 7 

Days. e 8 be varied, or 

| omitted as it 

Bleſs theſe dear Children thou ts 2v2ry ones 
haſt given us, and aſſiſt us by thy CN 

good Spirit, to bring them up in the Fear of 

thee our God; defend them, O Lord, from 


the Evils and Temptations of this World, and 


grant, that as they grow in Years, they may in- 
creaſe in Grace, and in thy Favour, and be Com- 
forts to us all our Days. 


Let every one of my Friends and Relations; 
O God, be of the Number of thoſe whom thou 
loveſt and delighteſt in; give them whatever 
thou ſeeſt nzed:ul both for their Souls and Bo- 


dies, and after a ſafe and happy Paſſage thro' 
this Life, graut them everlaſting Reſt and Peace 


in thy eternal Kingdom. 


And, O Lord, if there are any that have done 
me wrong, or which hate me without a Cauſe, 
give them Repentance, and better Minds, and 
never impute to them any Injuries which I have 
received at their Hands: And endue me, I be- 
ſeech thee, with ſuch a meek and patient Diſ- 
pofition, that no Proyocations whatſoever may 

| | - at 


A Prayer of Interceſſion. 151 


| 


152 A Concluding Prayer. 


at any time tranſport me into an angry or re: 
vengeful Temper. 5 


Hear, O Lord, I beſeech thee, the Interceſ- 
ſions of me thy unworthy Servant, and let them 
find Favour and Acceptance with thee, through 
the Merits and for the ſake of thy Son, and my 
alone Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, Re 


This Interceſion may be properly ufd at any 0: 
ther time, and particularly in the time of Pre: 
| paration for the Sacrament, & 


* 


A Concluding Pra her. 


8 be thy Name, O Lord, for the Op- 
portunity thou haſt now vouchſafed me, 
of commemorating the Death and Paſſion of 
thy dear Son. Pardon, I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, the Deadneſs of my Heart at this time, 


the Wandrings of my Prayers, and the Cold- 


neſs of my Devotion. O let thy Mercy and 
Goodneſs ſupply what is wanting in me; and 
be thou graciouſly pleas'd to pity my Weakneſ- 
ſes, and forgive my Infirmities, through the 
Merits, and for the ſake of thy beloved Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt the Righteous, ro whom with thee, 
O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory aſcribed now and for ever more 
Amen, 7 LT - 
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A Prayer at our Return Hike 153 


1 have ſworn, and 1 will perform it, that 1 
will keep thy righteous Judgments. Pſal. 119. 
1 96. 0 


A Prayer to be uſed at our Return Home. 


F 2 Lord, my God! I defire with all Thank- 
fulneſs of Heart again to bleſs and praiſe 
thy Holy Name,. for thy merciful Goodneſs 
this Day vouchſafed me, in admitting me, who 
am but ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, to approach thy 
Holy Table, and for that Pity and Compatiion 
thou haſt ſhewn to my diſcaſed Soul, in ftreng- 
thening and refreſhing it with the precious Bo- 
dy and Blood of thy dear Son. O that I could 


make Returns unto thee again ſuitable in ſome 


meaſure to that exceeding Kindneſs I have re- 
ceived from thee! That I might never more 
offend thee, never more be drawn away by the 


'Snaresand Temptations of this deceitful World 7 


Bur, O Lord, I am not able of my ſelf to do 
the leaſt thing that is good; O be thou gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to manifeſt thy Strength iu my 
Weakneſs, and grant, that by the Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit I may live as be- 


comes the Redeemed of the Lord, and in aff 
things demean myſelf in ſuch a manner as ton 


wouldſt have me. 


Let the healing and refreſhing Virtues of that 
blefled Sacrament; which I have this Day been 
©... 2 
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® Partaker of, renew all the Decays of my cor: 
zupt Nature, and cute thoſe many Wounds | 
and Diſeaſes that Sin has made in my poor Soul. 
O let not thoſe unruly Luſts and Paſſions that 
have ſo often tyranniz d over me, be ſuffer d to | |, 
-reign in me; but endue me, O Lord, with a 
truly Chriſtian Spirit; with Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility; with Patience and Charity, and with 
all thoſe Graces and heavenly Diſpoſitions, that 
Thou loveſt and delighteſt in; that as Jam de- 
voted to the Service of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo I may 
daily endeavour more and more to pleaſe him; .; 
by imitating his Example, delighting in his | 
Laws, promoting his Honour, and doing every : 
ching that becomes the Servant of ſo kind and 
gracious a Maſter, 1 1591. 


Bleſs, O Lord, I beſeech thee, all thy ſacred 
Inſtitutions for my Encreaſe in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs, that I may daily grow in 
Grace, and. be .continually improving under all 
the Methods ef thy Love; that ſo a good Con- 
ſeience being my greateſt Care, and Religion my 
chief Delight, I may live in thy Favour, and 
die in thy Peace, and at-laſt through thy Mercy 
be found meet to be a Partaker of the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light. 8 


— 148 
35 


Hear me, O moſt Merciful Father, through 
the Mediation, and for the ſake of thy beloved 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amex, 2 
Vu Father, &c. . 
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5 4 General Thanxſgiving. 1 5 5 ; 


r. mpoſo offereth ne 7. hanks, and Praiſe, he hos 

Is nvonreth me. Pſal. 50. 23. 

Lf © Praiſe the Lord, for it is a good * to 
It ſing Praiſes Into our God „ yea a joyful aud plea: 
ant thing it is to 0 thanbful. Fl. 147 I. 


h 4 S! 7 bankſgrving proper to be uſe pon” 


It the Lord's Day in our Evening Retirements, 


1 eſpectall uon Communion Days. 
3 0 Moſt glorious: and eternal Lord God, 


and Earth, and the Source and Fountain of all 
d Good; look gractouſly-upon thy Servant, who 
am come into thy Preſence, to offer up the hum- 
ble Tribute of my unfeigned Praiſes to thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, from a Heart truly mov'd with a 
fenſe of thy Infinite and unſpeakable Goodneſs. - 


GA fas 


1 bleſs thee, 0 n fer creating me at firſt 
out of nothing, for cauſing me to be born of 
Chriſtian Parents, and for admitting me by holy 
Baptifm into the Communion of thy Church; 
for all the Helps and: Aſſiſtances of thy Grace, 
which J have ſince had to enable me in any 
Meaſure to perform the Engagments thar 
were then made on my Behalf; for implanting 
1 in my Mind an early Fear of offending thee, 
| and a great Deſire of pleaſing: thee; for what- 
cer Sin 1 have any time eſcapedz; and hat- 
%% ak ent O 2 .⁰ 1 '5 104 euer 
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thou art the great Creator of Heaven 


I 56 A General Thankſgrving, 


ever Good I have done through the whole 
Courſe of my Life. 1 


I bleſs thee, O Lord, for all thy Patience 
and Forbearance towards me, for ſparing me 
fo long, and giving me ſo large a ſpace for Re- 
pentance; for all the Motions of thy good Spi- 
rit, and the Checks and Reſtraints of my own 
Conſcience; for the many Opportunities thou 
haſt given me of ſerving thee, and calling upo 
thy Name, particularly, O Lord, for Foſs f 
this Day, and for all other the Means of Grace, 
and for the Hopes of Glory; but above all, E 
magnify, I bleſs, I adore thy great and glorious 
Name, for fending thy Son into the World 
- die for the Redemption of me and all Man- 
ind. a FIT | 
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I bleſs thee likewiſe, O Lord, for all the 
temporal Mercies which I have receiv'd from 
thy moſt hountiful Hand; for that Meaſure of 
Health I have enjoyed, for the many Friends | 
and Relations thou haſt given me, for deliver- 
ing me from the great Calamities I have juſtly 
deferv'd, and with which many of thy beſt and 
deareſt Servants have been viſited : *Tis to thy 
Goodneſs I muſt aſcribe it, that I have the Uſe 
of my Senſes, and of my Reaſon, that I am not 
languithing upon a Bed of Sickneſs, nor groan- 
ing under the ſharpeſt Pains, that I am not 
pining with Want, nor forc'd to beg my daily 
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Bread, but am competently provided for, _ i 
ee 
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A General Babsi 157 | 


ſe ny dear Wife And: Chil- © 
dren, and many other Com- 

forts round about me: Tis 

from thee alone, O Lord, 

my Affairs do in any Meaſure oreſper;: or any 
the leaſt of my Undertakings ſucceed'z tis thy 
Wiſdom that directs me, thy Truth that in- 
ſtructs me, and thy Power that at all times pre- 
ſerves me: And more particularly, O Lord, 1 
deſire to bleſs and praiſe thy holy Name for 
(here may be mention d any ot her r Mer 
oles or. ee f | 


And nowz O Lora, wat PREY malle 4 
poor Sinner make for all theſe marvellous In- 
ſtances of thy Mercy and loving Kindneſs? 
Shall my Tongue be daily ſounding forth thy 
Praiſes? Alas 1 what will that avail me, unleſs 
I manifeſt the Sincerity of thoſe Praiſes by a 


* bit 4 is to be ward 
ed according to every 
Perſon, 5 Condition. 


holy Life and Converſation l O- give me Grace 


then, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, to ſne forth 


| the Senſe I have of thy Love, not with my Lips 
only, but in my Life, by walking before thee- 


in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, by ſerving thee 
faithfully, and making a right Uſe of all tho 


Bleſſings thou beſtoweſt on me, by ſtudying to 


pleaſe thee in all things, and doing every thing 
that becomes the Servant of. ſo 2 and bounti 


ful aMaſter.. To 


0 let me never e my elk in — 
ful. a manner, as to provoke thee to withdraw 


. 9 thy 


158 J Prayer for Perſeverance. | 


thy Mercies from me; but give me ſuch a li- 
vely Senſe of thy loving Kindneſs towards me, 
as may excite my Thankfulneſs, and engage me 
to pay a willing and chearful Obedience to thy 
Commandments z that devoting my ſelf entire- 
Iy to thy Service, I may daily grow in Grace, 
and be continually advancing to new Degrees 
of thy Favour, that fo theſe Bleſſings here may 
be an Earneſt of thy future Mercies, which I 
| beſeech thee to grant me for the ſake of thy be- 
loved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; to whom 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, 
Power, Thankſgiving, and Praiſe, both now and 
for evermore.. Amen. | 1 % 


Eee 
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To him that evercometh will Igrant to fit with 
me in my Throne, even as 1 alſo overcame, and am 
fet down with my Father in his Throne, Rev.3.21. 


A Prayer for God's Grace to perſevere in a Chriſ 
: tian Courſe of Life, 
: Moſt gracious and blefſed Lord God: 

A thou art the Author and Finiſher of eve- 
ry good Work; without thee nothing is ſtrong, 
nothing is holy; without thy aſſiſting and pre- 
venting Grace we are but as Duſt before the 
Wind, carried to and fro, and eafily driven a- 
way by every ſlight Temptation. | 
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Prayer ſor Perſeverance, 159 : 


O Lord, F am thy Servant, dedicated unto- 
thee long ago by holy Baptiſm, and devoted to- 
thy Obedience by thoſe ſolemn Engagements, 
which were then made on my behalf, and which 
I have ſince (often) renewed at thy holy Table, 
from a ſerious: Senſe and Conviction, that thy 
Service is the moſt perfect Freedom, and that 
without thy Favour and Love I am of all Crea- 
tures the moſt miſerable. * 


O my God! I am fully perſwaded, that it 
is my Happineſs and Privilege, as well as my 
Duty, to love, adore, and ſerve thee ; I am ſe- 
riouſly convinc'd, that there is no Pleaſure like 


that of a good Conſcience, and that the great- 


eſt ſatisfact ions in this World are not worthy 
to be compared with that Fulnefs of Joy, which 


is in thy Prefence for evermore : But alas! I 


am ſenſible that I carry about with me a wretch- 
ed and corrupt Natures. I find a Law in my 
Members warring againſt the Law in my Mind ; 
and know by fad Experience, that I am prone to 
offend thee, and too apt to forget the Vows: 
and Reſolutions, which I have made to ſerve 
and obey thee. _ | 


1 beſeech thee therefore, O moſt mercifut 
Father, who knoweſt whereof we are made, 
and remembreſt, that we are but Duſt, that 
thou wouldſt be picaſed of thy great Goodneſs 
to pity the Weakneſs of thy poor Creature, 
and to vouchſafe me the Aſſiſtance of thy _ 
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160 A Prayer ſor Perſeverance- 


and Holy Spirit, that I may not be tempte. 
above what I am able to bear, but through thy 
Almighty Power may be enabled to perſevere 
in my Chriſtian Warfare, and ſucceſsfully to 
encounter thoſe Enemies of my Soul; the 
World, the Eleſh, and the Devil. 


O let me never faint, or tire in my Duty, not 
for the ſake of any thing, this World can offer 
me, be unmindful of the great and important 
Affair of my Salvation. Give me ſuch a Zeal 


for thy Service, that the doing thy Will may be 


my greateſt Joy and Satisfaction, and imprint on 


my Mind ſuch a- lively Senſe of. thy Love, as 


may inflame my Heart with the moſt devout 
and ardent A#-:ftionsz that being every Day 
more and more wean'd from the World, I may 
look upon all its Honours, Pleaſures, and Profits 


with that Coldneſs and Indifferency, which be- 


comes the Servant of the bleſſed Jeſus; 


b Root out of my Heart, O God, by the:pow- 


erful Efficacy of thy Grace, all Pride, and Envy, | 


and Covetouſneſs; all Bitterneſs, Anger, and 
Malice, and whatever elſe is contrary to the 
Laws and Precepts of the Goſpel 3 and ſow in 
my Mind the Seeds of true Religion and Good- 
neſs, that I may become fruitful in every good 
Word and Work, and that my whole Life may 
he one continued Act of an humble and dutiful 
Obedience to thy Divine Commandments. 


Lord £ 


1 


p * 
A Prayer in time of Temptation. 161 


O Lord! ſtrengthen my Faith, fortify my 
Mind, and give me ſuch an honeſt and upright 
Heart, that nothing may be ever able to ſhake 
my Integrity; but notwithſtanding all the Al- 
lurements and Temptations of this World, I 
may continue ſtcadfaſt and unmoveable, always. 
abounding in the Work of the Lord; that be- 


ing faithful unto Death, I may at laſt obtain 


that Crown of Righteouſneſs, which thou haſt 
promis'd to them, who by patient Continuance 
in well-doing ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and. 


Immortality, through the Merits, and for the 


fake of thy bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 
Amen. | 


God is our Hope and Strength, a preſent 
Help in Trouble, Pſal. 46. I. | 


A Prayer to be uſed in Time of Temptation. 


God, our Refuge and Strength, who art 
a preſent Help in Time of Trouble! I 


fly unto thee for Succour againſt the Face of 


my Enemy, who' has now lift up his Hand a- 
gaint me; his Strength is mighty, and his Ma- 
lice great, and I alas ! weak and unable to with» 
Rand his Aſſaults; but O thou who art greater 
than all things, ſend down thy Help from a- 
bove, and reſcue me out of the Jaws of the de- 
vouring Lion; ſave me, and deliver me from 
the Temptations I am. now under, which are 

| too 


162 A Prayer i m time of Temptation. 


too mighty for me, and les thou helpeſt me, 


will certainly prevail againſt me: In thee, O | 


Lord, have I put my Truſt, O let me never be 
brought to Confuſion; but hide me under the 
Shadow of thy Wings, until this Tyranny be 
oyer-paſt 5 and however thou may'ſt think fit 
to make Trial of my Love and Obedience, yet 
fuffer me not, I beſeech thee, to be tempted a- 
bove what I am able to bear, but make me a 
Way to eſcape, that I may not fin againſt thee; 
for nothing, O Lord, is ſo terrible as thy Dif: 


pleaſure, nothing ſo grievous to me, as to ſin 


againſt-thee: O leave me not then, 1 humbly 
entreat thee, to my ſelf, nor to the Weakneſs 
of my own corrupt Nature 5 I haye no ſtrength 
of my own, but all my Hopes, and all my De- 
pendance is in thy Almighty Power and Good- 
neſs; Thou art the Rock: of. Ages, and the 
Help of all that put their Truſt in thee z I know 
thy Grace is ſufficient for me; O deny it not 
then to thy Servant, who now needs it, and 


moſt earneſtly deſires it ; and though F am not 


worthy of the leaſt of all thy Mercies, yet, O 
mereiful Father, who pitieſt the Weaknefles 
and Infirmities of thy Children, have Com- 
paſſion on me, and help me, that I may not be 
vanquiſh'd in this Til ime of 1 and 
tation. ä | 


To this End, 0 Rank; make me ſertouſly to 
eonſider the great Folly "and Danger of Sin; 
that all its Pleaſures are ſhort and momentary, 


| but 


A Prayer in time of Temptation. 163 


but its Puniſhment endleſs and intolerable; that 


no Satisfactions can compare with the Joys of 
a good Conſcience, or any Trouble with that of 
a wounded Spirit; and grant that I may be fo 
fully perſuaded: of theſe great and important 
Truths, that I may turn away my Ears from 
the deceitful Tempter, and reſolve to have no 
Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
nefs: And Oh! let the mighty Power of thy 


Grace animate my Courage, and ſtrengthen my 


Faith, that ſo nothing may ſtop me in my Chrif- 
tian Warfare; but that fighting manfully un- 
der Chriſt's Banner, who is the great Captain 
of our Salvation, I may at laſt triumph with 
him in his eternal Kingdom, where there ſhall 


be no more Conflict with Sin, but I ſhall love 
and praiſe thee throughout all Ages. Amen. 


